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Introduction

Acquiring a puppy – or a dog which is a bit older – is an exciting event as you welcome the newcomer into your family. However, then the question arises: how will your pet get on with the training needed to master basic skills? This book is a unique guide to help you chart your pet’s progress and to see just how smart it is, and it also gives you plenty of tips to to help you achieve the best training results. But do bear in mind that some types of dogs will find it easier to perform certain tasks than others. 
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Puppies love to explore their surroundings and are keen to learn, which means you need to be a good teacher.



AIMING FOR THE STARS

The good news is that this is not a straight pass or fail situation. Instead, if at first you don’t succeed, keep trying and see if things have improved after a further month or two. The unique scoring system lets you monitor your pet’s progress easily over time. Record the stars using the charts at the end of each section and see your pet’s overall score here. 

It is vital that your pet masters a number of basic lessons, so that it will be well-adjusted to household living and able to have fun safely. These basic lessons include coming when called, not running away and being well-disposed towards other dogs, as well as to family and visitors. There are also loads of fun games and activities that you can teach your dog, and you may even decide that you then want to take part in various competitions. An ever-increasing number of canine sports are now being recognized. Alternatively, you may want to teach your pet a range of tricks and then film these to post on YouTube and similar Internet sites.
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Bear in mind that some dogs, like the Shar Pei for example, are harder to train than other breeds, so be prepared to be patient if necessary.
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It’s a cute trick but it can also benefit your dog in the future. Persuading your pet to let you lift a paw helps with treatment like bandaging, if it cuts a pad.



[image: Image] = getting to grips with the basics of simple training

[image: Image] [image: Image] = real improvement as your dog masters new tasks

[image: Image] [image: Image] [image: Image] = ability and proficiency; your pet is a star pupil

PRACTICAL POOCH POWER

Dogs are great! They help us in so many ways, and some remarkable findings are coming to light regarding the benefits of dog ownership from a scientific perspective. Dog owners tend to be healthier overall than the average population, with better recovery rates from heart attacks. Older people also worry less about being burgled or becoming the victim of crime if they have a dog living with them.

If you want to meet a new partner, it may well be that getting a dog turns out to be a better option than joining a dating agency! This is because strangers are up to four times more likely to start talking to someone walking a dog in a park than they are to strike up a conversation with a total stranger in the same place. So your dog may be just the matchmaker you’re looking for!
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Dogs are playing a key part in reading schemes, with children being more willing to read aloud to a dog than to their own peers.




[image: Image]
Dogs come in all shapes and sizes, so there is bound to be one that appeals to you!



Dogs also play an important role in helping people who have disabilities or are ill. They are now used as assistance dogs in a growing number of areas, being best-known for aiding the visually-impaired as well as the deaf. Dogs now work with epileptics as they are able to warn of the likely onset of seizures, and they also help diabetic patients as they can sense a catastrophic fall-off in blood sugar levels which can lead to unconsciousness. 

Whatever dog you have, it can be both smart and excellent company, so enjoy a relationship that will bring out the best in both of you!
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Even if you’ve had bad day, being greeted by your pet dog will always cheer you up.




Amazing senses

The scenting ability of dogs, which is estimated to be about 10,000 times more sensitive than our own, means that they are now being trained to help detect various types of cancer without the need for invasive procedures. This entails them testing urine samples by smell for early indicators of prostate cancer. The initial results of these tests are very encouraging.
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