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The Eye of the Storm

Kate Lace

June 1944. In the immediate aftermath of the Normandy landings, chaos reigns and lives are irrevocably disrupted. At the Ferme de la Source, an isolated farm close to the front line, Martine battles to keep her animals fed, and shelter her German boyfriend, torn between his love for Martine and fear of his SS superiors, notably Obersturmbannfuhrer Jochen Peiper. On the south coast of England, meanwhile, Colonel David Clarke is preparing his troops for the last stage of the Allied invasion, the assault on Caen. At home, in her Sussex cottage, his pretty young wife Gwen, assuages her loneliness with a friendship – but one she may learn to regret. As the battle rages, in the air and on the ground, passions are ignited and loyalties are strained. Ultimately, though, honour will prevail…
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FACT

SS-Obersturmbannführer Jochen Peiper was a real person. After the war he achieved notoriety as a result of the Malmedy Massacre war crimes trial where the American Army tried to find those responsible for the murder of American POWs in the Ardennes offensive. He was sentenced to death but this was commuted to life imprisonment. He was released after twelve years. He tried to work in Germany but was persecuted by an anti-Nazi group. Eventually he went to live in the Haute-Saône in eastern France, hoping to achieve anonymity. On the night of 13th July 1976 he was murdered by a single shot from a British service revolver. The culprit was never found. Maybe this is why it happened …
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