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    NARROW ESCAPE


    


    Marie Browne


    “Oh, you live on a boat? That must be really cold in the winter...” Or, “Oh, you live on a boat? It must be great being so close to nature...” Or, “Oh, you live on a boat? It must be fantastic to be able to go wherever you like, whenever you like...”


    Narrow Escape sets out to dispel these commonly held public myths.


    From how to avoid assassination by ninja stealth ducklings, through definitive proof that kittens are aliens and the best way to sleep at forty-five degrees, to the importance of having the right boating equipment; (a child’s plastic sledge and a never ending supply of cotton wool balls). This month by month account of one family’s liveaboard year takes a firmly tongue in cheek look at what it takes to enjoy the ‘idyllic’ lifestyle.

  


  
    

    

    

    For Geoff; my partner in organised lunacy, my rock, my voice of reason and my very best friend.
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    Introduction


    Over the last five years I have had so many people ask me what it’s really like to live on a narrow boat. Not to travel around getting into various scrapes (our paintwork shows that we’ve had enough of those), but the ins and outs of coping with kids, school runs, work, illness, and all the other bits and pieces that come with twenty-first-century living.


    The first thing everybody says, as soon as they find out where I live is, “Ooo I bet that’s cold in the winter!” It always amazes me; there are so many more ‘issues’ to living on a boat than the temperature.


    This is not a travel book. Unlike Narrow Margins and Narrow Minds we don’t have a new boat, we’re not facing locks and, for once, we aren’t intent on trying to sink ourselves (nature has taken on that job). Narrow Escape is a month by month, tongue in cheek account of living within a restricted space, on a restricted budget, and of our attempts to inject a sense of normality into our children’s lives.


    2012 wasn’t that good for those afloat, especially in Cambridgeshire. The weather was, at times, extreme to say the least. Floods, high winds, snow, unempathic landowners, and panicked wildlife all took their toll this year. I have to admit I hope never to go through another like it.


    Those that already live aboard will recognise many of the adversities that nature tends to throw at those who reside on water. For those that may be thinking of indulging in this lifestyle, don’t panic; I can assure you that this year has been one like no other. Yes, if you choose to live aboard an elderly ‘fixer upper’ with children you may well face every single situation described within its pages. However, I can only hope that you never have to face them all within one twelve month period. Let me say again, this year has been EXCEPTIONAL.


    I hope you enjoy spending a year with our family, friends and all the other elements that make up this odd life of ours.


    Happy boating and don’t forget, pirate coffee costs less than a session with a therapist.


    Marie x
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