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Disclaimer


All facts are correct to the best of the author's knowledge at the time of going to press. Statistics relating to populations and the like, particularly at a global or national level, are by their very nature fluid (it is very difficult to get populations to stand still long enough to be counted) and vary according to which statistician applied which method of counting on which day of the week. In any event, the author has done his best to pin these down to the extent necessary to at least compare different parts of the world. 
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INTRODUCTION




This book is full of stuff that will make you sound much cleverer than you are, because the people who don't read this book won't know what's in it and you will. It will also help you understand what other people are talking about because you 'came across' something about it before (only in this book, I know, but they don't need to know that). At the very least, the knowledge you get from reading this book will allow you to nod more when other people say stuff.


It's not just your image and self-esteem that will benefit, though, because you actually need to know stuff for lots of other reasons as well. For example, you should know when scientists think the Maldives might disappear under the ever-rising sea levels of the Indian Ocean – imagine how rubbish your holiday would be if you had nowhere to stand?


You should know that Brad Pitt injured his Achilles tendon while playing the part of Achilles in the film Troy, thereby delaying production for several weeks, because it enhances your sense of irony to know something like that.


You should know that the computing power of your mobile phone is greater than that used to guide Apollo 11 to the surface of the moon and back in 1969, bcos it might make u appreciate ur phone a bit more 2 know that. LOL.


If being happy is important to you, you should definitely know that Denmark is regularly voted the happiest country in the world. If you can't go and live there, you should maybe at least go there for a holiday. Just for a laugh.


If you're fed up being the weak link in your pub quiz team, it will do no harm to know why only one runner out of 5,000 starters finished the Marathon of the North in 2013, what the biggest-selling book of all time is, how Julius Caesar managed a batting average of 15.78 for Surrey, whether there's a Guinness World Record for drinking Guinness and what were the contents of the first ever Twitter tweet. I could go on.


In fact, I will go on, because I just remembered I'm going to write a whole book about this stuff. It's going to be random, people.






You cannot open a book without learning something.

 

Confucius
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