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INTRODUCTION





Have you heard the one about the alligators that live in the sewers? What about the story of the woman who woke up in the middle of her own funeral? Is there really a black market trade in stolen body parts? From the unsettling to the downright scary, and from the totally unbelievable to the it-could-happen-to-you, everybody knows at least one urban legend. This is a collection of some of the most compelling from around the world. 


Some of these stories are true, whereas others are pure fiction – and many are somewhere in between. What they all have in common is the power to capture the imagination and spread like wildfire. Many of the urban legends in this book go back decades and originally lived on thanks to word of mouth. The internet has given the tall tale a new lease of life: it all began with chain emails, followed by message boards, and now we have social media and viral videos. The nature of urban legends, both old and new, is to tap into common fears, stereotypes and prejudices, irrespective of where you come from. Strangers, crime, technology, clowns, children's dolls, travelling alone, dark nights… If it frightens people, it's probably in an urban legend – sometimes just the thrill of being freaked out is enough. Others are cautionary tales of stupidity with characters that need bringing down a peg or two, ending with a twist to keep the rest of us in line.


You might recognise stories that you'd always thought were true, but actually never happened, and others that you'd always assumed to be nonsense, but were actually based on real events. See if you can tell the truth from the fiction, and watch out for the twists…
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