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A SONG AND DANCE

 


It was a splendid sight, and she began, for the first time that evening, to feel herself at a ball : she longed to dance, but she had not an acquaintance in the room.

OF CATHERINE MORLAND, NORTHANGER ABBEY



 

 

 

 

‘There is a fine old saying, which everybody here is of course familiar with: “Keep your breath to cool your porridge”; and I shall keep mine to swell my song.’

ELIZABETH BENNET, PRIDE AND PREJUDICE
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‘The little Durands were there, I conclude… with their mouths open to catch the music, like unfledged sparrows ready to be fed.’

MRS SMITH, PERSUASION
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‘There are some people who cannot bear a party of pleasure.’

MR WILLOUGHBY, SENSE AND SENSIBILITY

 

 

 

 

‘My fingers… do not move over this instrument in the masterly manner which I see so many women’s do. They have not the same force or rapidity, and do not produce the same expression. But then I have always supposed it to be my own fault – because I will not take the trouble of practising.’

ELIZABETH BENNET, PRIDE AND PREJUDICE
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‘Do you talk by rule, then, while you are dancing?’
‘Sometimes. One must speak a little, you know. It would look odd to be entirely silent for half an hour together; and yet for the advantage of some, conversation ought to be so arranged as that they may have the trouble of saying as little as possible.’

MR DARCY AND ELIZABETH BENNET, PRIDE AND PREJUDICE
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‘Matrimony and dancing… in both, man has the advantage of choice, women only the power of refusal.’

HENRY TILNEY, NORTHANGER ABBEY

 

 

 

 


‘People that marry can never part, but must go and keep house together. People that dance only stand opposite each other in a long room for half an hour.’

CATHERINE MORLAND, NORTHANGER ABBEY
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