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INTRODUCTION

I don’t remember falling in love with football. But I do remember when I first laid eyes on it. It was Chesterfield v Gillingham on a Saturday afternoon in 1993 – and it was freezing cold and raining heavily. I remember my programme getting soaked through, and the cover star, a lumbering defender named Darren Carr, fading and falling to pieces. As I left the ground, toes and fingers turned to ice, I don’t remember feeling particularly moved. But, in some way, I was. I simply must have been. Because I asked my dad if I could go back the following week. And the week after, and the one after that.

That’s where this love story began. Not so much a slap around the face, but a flame that wouldn’t die. And 20 years later, it still burns. It burns as I’m driving the length of the country for an away game. It burns when the rumour mill begins to click every pre-season.

As they say, it’s a funny old game. And it’s a funny old life as a football fan. Between the car, the water cooler, the pub and the pie shop, we never tire of analysing and arguing with our fellow fan. Let’s face it – there’s an armchair expert in all of us. And with the rise of social media, it just so happens that those armchairs are now next to thousands of others.

So you think you know all about football? Well, you’ll find quizzes throughout the book, and a big one at the end to test your knowledge of the beautiful game. But let’s kick off with a look back through the history books.


FIRSTS

Some people think that football is a matter of life and death. I assure you, it’s much more serious than that.

BILL SHANKLY

Two hundred players, vicious battles, and a severed head. Nope, it’s not the title of Roy Keane’s autobiography – that’s supposedly how football began in Britain, back in the year 700.

Forget neatly-trimmed pitches and undersoil heating – this game was an altogether different affair. When a Saxon army began kicking around the head of a rival prince they’d just defeated in war, they inadvertently invented the beautiful game.

It caught on. Whole villages would play kick and rush through streets and squares, over hedges, fences and streams. It was spontaneous, it was violent, and it was no holds barred. Punching and kicking was allowed – in fact, injury and death weren’t uncommon – and it stayed that way for six centuries, until these practices were banned by King Edward III in 1331.

Nearly 300 years later, in 1605, football became legal again in England – but it wasn’t until the 1860s that the size and weight of the ball was finally standardised, and the first 90-minute game was played.

And since then, football hasn’t looked back. Even today, the firsts keep on coming. Players are training harder, feeling stronger, playing faster. Sponsorship, memorabilia and business deals are growing bigger every day. And with the emergence of greater innovation, such as goal-line technology, the game is being analysed and dissected like never before.

It’s a fast-paced and evolving sport – but the spirit is the same. And that’s why we love it – because, for 90 minutes, nothing else matters. Because, ultimately, behind all of the glitter, the glamour and the razzmatazz, it’s just 22 players and a ball.

It’s magical, it’s simple, it’s beautiful. And, luckily, the severed heads are kept to a minimum.
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On 20 October 2001, Aston Villa keeper Peter Schmeichel became the first goalie ever to notch a Premier League goal, in a 3–2 defeat to Everton – a feat that’s only been repeated four times since in the top tier.

 

Undersoil heating was considered a luxury until 1958, when Everton became the first club to install it. It cost £7,000. Toasty! Their innovative move turned out to be perfect timing, as in 1962–63, Britain experienced its coldest winter since 1740, with average temperatures plummeting to –6°C and a thick blanket of snow causing a total of 261 match postponements.
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DID YOU KNOW?

Carlo Ancelotti’s Chelsea became the first Premier League side to smash over 100 goals in a season as they stormed to the title in 2009–10.



The first time an England match at Wembley was allseater was 28 March 1990. But the numb bums were worth it – the Three Lions won 1–0.

 

The first ever Premier League goal was scored by Sheffield United hotshot Brian Deane on 15 August 1992 – a trademark header 5 minutes into the game against Manchester United at Bramall Lane. In 1996–97, Newcastle United’s Alan Shearer became the first player to win the Golden Boot for two different clubs – having scooped it for Blackburn Rovers the season before. Since then, both Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink and Robin Van Persie have matched the Geordie’s achievement.
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Dennis Clarke has a unique place in footballing history. He was the first ever substitute to be used in an FA Cup final, replacing John Kaye for West Bromwich Albion as they ran out 1–0 winners against Everton in 1968.

 

Welsh wizard Robert Earnshaw is the first (and only) player to score a hat-trick in the Premier League, the Championship, League One, League Two, League Cup, FA Cup and for his country!


QUIDS IN

Trevor Francis is famous for being Britain’s first ever £1 million player – but what about the first £2 million player? Well, that was Manchester United’s Mark Hughes, who made the switch to Barcelona in 1986. He only managed four goals at the Nou Camp before returning to Old Trafford two years later.



Celtic’s Billy McNeill became the first British captain to lift the European Cup in 1967.

 

Kevin Moran holds the dubious honour of being the first ever player to be red-carded in an FA Cup final. He got his marching orders playing for Manchester United against Everton in 1985.
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In 1995, Everton’s Gary Ablett became the first player to win the FA Cup with both Merseyside clubs, after lifting the same trophy with Liverpool in 1988–89.

 

Ian Porterfield became the first manager to be sacked in the Premier League era, when Chelsea gave him the nudge in February 1993. There have been over 170 managerial changes in the top tier since then.

 

The English FA was formed in 1863, when 12 clubs and schools gathered to make the sport of Association Football official. Until then, each different club had played with their own rules!

 

In 1892, Lincoln became the first club to add ‘City’ to their moniker.

 

The first time floodlights were used in the English league was in November 1955, when Carlisle United faced Darlington in an FA Cup second round replay.


JUMPERS FOR GOALPOSTS

The first time goal nets were introduced to British football was back in 1891.



Bobby Charlton first used the term ‘Theatre of Dreams’ to describe Manchester United’s Old Trafford ground in an interview in 1976.

 

In 2001–02, Arsenal became the first ever Premier League team to score in every game they played that season – a whopping 38 outings without a duck!

 

The first match to be broadcast on the radio was a First Division encounter between Sheffield United and Arsenal in 1927.

[image: images]

 

In an attempt to keep the interest of players and supporters who would otherwise have nothing to play for at the end of a long season, the Football League first introduced a play-off system in 1986–87. In 1989, it was adapted to only include the four clubs who’d just missed out on automatic promotion.

 

Wolverhampton Wanderers and Tottenham Hotspur became the first two English clubs to face each other in a major European final in 1972. Spurs went on to win the UEFA Cup 3–2 on aggregate.

 

The first father and son to win caps for England were George Eastham Snr and Jnr in 1935 and 1963. While his dad appeared for the Three Lions just once, George Jnr went on to secure 19 caps – and was part of the 1966 World Cup winning squad.


GAME OF TWO HALVES

Aston Villa’s first ever game took place in 1874 against Aston Brook St Mary’s rugby team. The first 45 minutes consisted of rugby, the second 45 minutes of football.



In 2006–07, Stockport County became the first Football League club in 119 years to go nine games without shipping a goal.

 

No English-born manager has ever won the Premier League. Who will be the first?

 

Arsenal’s Pat Rice became the first ever player to appear in five FA Cup finals for the same club – chalking up a quintet of appearances for the Gunners between 1971 and 1980.
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White footballs were first introduced to English football in 1951.

 

The world’s first football club was Sheffield FC, founded in October 1857.

 

In Wayne Rooney’s first game for Manchester United, he smashed a hat-trick in a 6–2 thrashing of Turkish Fenerbahçe giants on 28 September 2004.

 

The rippling effect created when fans in stadiums briefly stand and cheer at just the right moment is popularly known as the ‘Mexican Wave’. No one is certain when it first appeared, but it became world famous during the 1986 World Cup in – you guessed it – Mexico.


GOALS GOALS GOALS!

Stiff-collared Frenchman Eric Cantona was the first player to notch a hat-trick in the Premier League, when he plundered three goals against Tottenham Hotspur in a 5–0 victory in August 1992. But his goals didn’t come for Manchester United – nope, it was his first club Leeds United who were the beneficiaries.



The first ever player to score in a Champions League final, UEFA Cup final, FA Cup final and League Cup final was Liverpool’s long-distance marksman Steven Gerrard.

 

Manchester United were the first side to score nine goals in a Premier League game when they thrashed Ipswich Town 9–0 in March 1995. Star striker Andy Cole had an unforgettable day – racking up five goals, and becoming the first top level striker to do so.

FIRSTS QUIZ

1)  Which player scored the first ever own goal in the World Cup finals?

2)  Italian defender Giuseppe Bergomi became the first footballer to do what?

3)  Why is Sheffield United striker Brian Deane’s August 1992 goal against Manchester United so famous?

4)  Who was the first player to come on in an international game as a substitute for his own father?

5)  How did Israeli midfielder Yossi Benayoun strike his way into the record books whilst playing for Liverpool?

6)  When Cristiano Ronaldo notched a consolation header in the 4–1 defeat to Middlesbrough back in 2005–06, it was a goal that went down in history. Why?

7)  Why was the winter of the 2004–05 season particularly eye-catching?

8)  What Champions League record does flamboyant Swede Zlatan Ibrahimović hold?

9)  Which two players were the first to score 30+ goals in the Premier League?

10)  Which great Dane became the first goalkeeper to score a goal in the Premier League?

11)  An 1891 first would change the face of football forever – what was it?

12)  For what dubious honour is ex-Chelsea manager Ian Porterfield known?

13)  What is Welsh striker Rob Earnshaw’s rather unique claim to fame?

14)  What was unique about Wayne Rooney’s first ever game for Manchester United?

15)  Stockport County hit the headlines in 2006–7 – but why?
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