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FOREWORD

This detailed little book, For the Love of The Archers by Beth Miller, brought back fond memories for me, as I am now in my forty-first year of playing Brian Aldridge. I often find it hard to believe that all that time has passed, since aged 32 (I am five months older than Brian) I joined the Archers cast, but in reading and poring over the facts, from its beginning in 1951 to the present day, it is easier for me to come to terms with the passage of time. What a passage of time it has been for the programme, though: the longest running drama series in the world. All of us involved in The Archers, in whatever capacity – actors, producers, writers, technical staff – are proud of the part we play.

For the Love of The Archers will bring gasps of joy and horror, amusement and recollection to all, from those aging listeners who boast, quite rightly, to having listened to every episode since its inception, to those who have become addicted more recently. So sit back with a cup of tea, or something stronger, and wallow in this bran tub of Archers facts and figures. I did, and I have to confess how little I knew, and how much I had forgotten. This book will really help me now with the continuity, as I continue, hopefully, to play Brian into his dotage!

 

Charles Collingwood, June 2015


AUTHOR’S NOTE

Unlike Ambridge, which is a constant in an uncertain world, this book does not have a fixed structure. The reader is encouraged to dip in and out, lingering wherever they like. There are, though, some waymarkers in the form of repeating features. For instance, there are brief descriptions of the important locations in the village, under the heading ‘Welcome to Ambridge’. Pen portraits of all the main inhabitants are offered in ‘Meet the Characters’, while those who have shuffled off this mortal radio coil are commemorated in ‘Gone But Not Forgotten’. ‘Famous Faces in Ambridge’ details the celebrity appearances in radio’s favourite village, while ‘Making The Archers’ offers fascinating glimpses behind the scenes. Some of the themes that have cropped up in the programme are explored in ‘Issues in Ambridge’, and Archers fans, well-known and not, share their loves and hates in the ‘Listener Portraits’ which are sprinkled throughout the book. Some key storylines are relived in ‘Memorable Moments’, and you can test your in-depth knowledge by heading along to ‘Quiz Night at the Bull’ (answers at the back of the book). There are also a few stand-alone sections, to keep you on your toes. However you read the book – page by page, section by section, or from the back – and whether you are a hardcore fanatic or a brand-new listener, I hope it enhances your appreciation of all things Ambridge.
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