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— 1 — 

 

1904: The Motor Car Act 1903 came into force in Britain, requiring the registration of motor vehicles with the local council, thus allowing vehicles to be easily traced in the event of an accident or contravention of the law. Motor-car licences cost 20 shillings (£1) per year. Driving licences were introduced and were available for 5 shillings (25p) at Post Offices, but no driving test was required. Vehicles had to display registration marks in a prominent position. The Act also raised the speed limit from 14 mph to 20 mph and introduced heavy fines for speeding, reckless driving and driving unlicensed vehicles. 


 

1935: Mr Tom L. Williams of Tamworth, Staffordshire completed and licensed his first prototype vehicle, the Reliant, which was a three-wheeled, 7-cwt van powered by a 600-cc Japanese engine. It is thought that Williams called the company Reliant as some of the old Raleigh parts he used had the initial R on them and so he needed a company name starting with the same letter. 

 

1968: Collapsible safety-steering columns became mandatory for all US cars. 

 

1973: All vehicles manufactured and driven in Britain after this date had to display number plates of reflex-reflecting material, white at the front and yellow at the rear, with black characters. 

 

2005: Mandatory tolls were introduced for heavy trucks using the German autobahn system. Trucks paid between €0.09 and €0.14 per kilometre depending on their emission levels and number of axles. Operated by the private company Toll Collect GmbH, the toll-collection system used vehicle-mounted transponders and roadway-mounted sensors installed throughout Germany. The new toll policy, however, resulted in a significant increase in heavy-truck traffic on regular highways (Bundesstrassen and Landstrassen) as drivers changed routes to avoid paying tolls. 







— 2 — 

 

1897: The first motor van manufactured in Britain was delivered to the South Wales Motor Car & Cycle Co. Ltd of Cardiff, having made a journey of 150 miles under its own steam from Chiswick. Built by Thornycroft in Hogarth Lane, Chiswick, it was a chain-driven 1.5-ton steam vehicle. The journey to Wales took over 5 hours. 

 

1985: The first High Mobility Multipurpose Wheeled Vehicle (aka Hummer) rolled off the assembly line of AM General's South Bend facility in Indiana. 

 

1988: After almost 10 years of development, the Lexus brand made its debut at the Los Angeles Auto Show. 

 

2004: Six years after the launch of the original Prius and with more than 130,000 examples sold worldwide, Toyota unveiled the second-generation version. With its unique and advanced Toyota Hybrid Synergy Drive®, the latest Prius was at the time the greenest car (104 g/km CO2 emissions; 65.7 mpg combined fuel consumption; 0–62 mph in 10.9 seconds) available to the motoring public. 






— 3 — 

 

1899: An editorial in The New York Times made a reference to an 'automobile'. It was reportedly the first known written use of the word. 

 

1934: The British government announced that road signs were to be standardised, including a sign for 'Main Road Ahead', but surprisingly no 'Stop' sign. 

 

2003: MG Rover Group announced a 'free fuel until 2004' offer on MG and Rover cars registered before 31 March 2003. Participating UK retail customers were provided with a fuel payment card, with sufficient money provisioned to match the calculated average mileage of a typical driver. The monetary value was calculated on an average annual mileage of 10,000, or 833 miles per month, up to and including December 2003. 






— 4 — 

 

1917: Construction began of the massive Ford Rouge car-manufacturing facility on the banks of the Rouge River in Dearborn, Michigan. On completion in 1928 it was the largest integrated factory in the world. Measuring 1.5 miles wide by 1 mile long, the Rouge had its own docks, 100 miles of railroad track, its own electricity plant, and an ore-processing facility. This miracle of modern engineering turned raw materials into finished motor vehicles at one site. At its peak in the mid 1930s, the Rouge employed 100,000 workers. 


 

1967: Britain's Donald Campbell, who broke eight world speed records in the 1950s and 1960s, tragically died at the age of 55 after his jet-powered Bluebird leapt into the air, somersaulted and plunged into Coniston Water in the Lake District in Cumbria. Although he did not establish as many speed records (13) as his father, Sir Malcolm Campbell, he remains the only person to set both land- and water-speed records in the same year (1964). 

 

2000: The touch-screen driving theory test was introduced in Britain, replacing a written theory test. 







— 5 — 

 

1904: American Ransom Eli Olds retired from Olds Motor Works, the company he had founded in 1899 with financial help from the timber tycoon Samuel L. Smith. In the early 1900s, Olds made the most profitable car in the US, the tiller-steered Oldsmobile Runabout. 

 

1999: Volkswagen rolled out a new version of the Beetle for the twenty-first century at the opening of the annual Detroit Auto Show. 

 

2003: Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Limited revealed the all-new, 6.8-litre, V12 Rolls-Royce Phantom at the company's new manufacturing plant and head office at Goodwood in West Sussex. Final assembly, including all body-, paint-, wood- and leatherwork, was completed to each customer's individual specification. The introductory base price was £250,000 in Britain and $300,000 in the United States. 






— 6 — 

 

1917: US marque Studebaker unveiled the 'Gold Car', which featured 8,000 parts finished in pure gold. Valued at more than $25,000 at the New York Motor Show, it was billed at the time as the car with the most expensive chassis ever built. 

 

1973: A Mercedes-Benz 770K saloon, supposedly Adolf Hitler's parade car, was sold at an Arizona auction for $153,000, the most money ever paid for a car at auction at that time. 

 

2006: British marque Morgan presented a special model to commemorate the seventieth anniversary of its iconic 4/4. Each of the 142 vehicles produced was individually marked and finished in period style, with a galvanised steel chassis carrying 'coachbuilt' bodywork of aluminium panels over an ash frame. The limited-edition cars, priced at £27,950, were powered by a 1.8-litre, 125-bhp (brake horsepower) Ford Duratec engine. 






— 7 — 

 

1924: The first General Motors vehicle manufactured outside the US and Canada, a Chevrolet utility truck, rolled off General Motors' first European assembly plant, in Copenhagen, under the name General Motors International A/S. It built Chevrolets for sale in Scandinavian countries, the Baltics, Germany, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Austria, Hungary and Russia. 

 

1963: Ford produced its 60-millionth vehicle, a 1963 Mercury. 

 

1964: Leyland Motor Corporation announced the sale of 450 buses to the Cuban government, challenging the US's blockade of Cuba. 

 

1985: General Motors launched the Saturn Corporation, marketed as a 'different kind of company', in response to the success of Japanese car imports in the US. The Saturn model, a sporty and affordable plastic-bodied two-door, has since met with considerable success. 

 

2005: Canadian press reported that a Canadian policeman booked identical twins for speeding on the same day – in the same car. Constable Chris Legere pulled over an 18-year-old woman, from Akwesasne, for driving at 96 mph in the morning. A few hours later, Legere stopped the same car for travelling at 92 mph in the opposite direction. At first he thought he'd caught the same person twice but an identification check showed that it was her twin sister. 






— 8 — 

 

1927: The Little Marmon, later known as the Marmon Eight, was introduced in New York City. It had a Straight-8 (8-cylinder) engine producing 64 bhp and a top speed of 70 mph. 

 

1968: Advertising appeared on a Grand Prix car for the first time when Jim Clark put his John Player Gold Leaf Lotus 49 on pole for the non-championship New Zealand Grand Prix at Pukekohe. 

 

2009: Portuguese footballer Cristiano Ronaldo wrote off his £200k Ferrari 599 GTB when he crashed it into a barrier in a tunnel beneath the runways of Manchester Airport. 






— 9 — 

 

1911: The US Circuit Court of Appeals ruled that the Ford Motor Company was not infringing George Selden's patent. This landmark decision ended one of the longest and costliest and bitterest lawsuits in US legal history. Selden had been issued with the first US patent for an internal-combustion car in 1903, although he hadn't actually produced a working model. The Association of Licensed Automobile Manufacturers (ALAM) was founded to collect royalties on the Selden patent from all car manufacturers. Soon, every major car producer was paying royalties to ALAM and George Selden, except for Henry Ford who refused to pay. ALAM launched a series of lawsuits against Ford that took 8 years and at least $1 million to resolve. It has been estimated that royalties paid before the patent was held invalid amounted to about $5,800,000. 


 

1979: Just 32 months after its launch, the millionth Ford Fiesta was built at Saarlouis, Germany, breaking all previous European production records. 

 

2009: After nearly a decade-long ban on new licences for private taxis, the Cuban communist government announced that private drivers were permitted to apply for taxi licences in an attempt to improve its transportation system and support the free market. 






— 10 — 

 

1942: The Ford Motor Company signed an agreement to make Jeeps (GPWs) to meet the huge wartime demand by the US military. By the end of the war Ford had produced 280,000 jeeps. A further 13,000 (roughly) amphibian jeeps were also built by Ford under the model name GPA (nicknamed 'Seep' for Sea Jeep). 

 

1985: British entrepreneur Sir Clive Sinclair unveiled the Sinclair C5, his answer to Britain's traffic problem. Weighing just 99 lb (45 kg), the C5 used a 33-lb (15-kg) lead-acid battery to power the 250-watt Hoover electric motor. With a top speed of 15 mph, the fastest allowed in the UK without a driving licence, it had a range of 20 miles between charges. The body of the C5 was made of self-coloured lightweight polypropylene. Due to poor sales the price quickly fell from £399 to just £199 in a bid to sell surplus stock. Production ceased later the same year. 


 

2008: The world's cheapest motor car was unveiled at Auto Expo, India's biggest car show, in Delhi. The four-door five-seater Tata Nano went on sale a few months later, costing just 100,000 rupees or $2,500 (£1,277). Powered by a 33-bhp, 624-cc engine at the rear, it had no air conditioning, no electric windows and no power steering. 






— 11 — 

 

1913: The world's first 'closed' production car was introduced, the Hudson Motor Car Company's Model 54 saloon. Earlier cars had been open to the elements or at best had convertible roofs. 

 

1956: The 1956-model Chevrolet Corvette was officially announced, a vast improvement over the first generation in almost every respect. At $3,120, the price had increased by only a nominal amount, around $200, over the previous year's (V8-equipped) model. It featured a new body, a convertible top, optional power steering, real glass roll-up windows and an optional hardtop. The old six-engine was dropped, while the V8 was upped to 210 or 225 bhp, and 3-speed manual transmission became standard. 

 

2006: British Police secured the conviction of a millionaire businessman who drove at 156 mph with a mobile phone at his ear. Ronald Klos was banned for a year and fined £3,000 for driving at that speed in his high-performance BMW on the A92 near Kirkcaldy, Fife in May 2004. 






— 12 — 

 

1900: The Detroit Automobile Company finished its first commercial vehicle, a delivery wagon. A young engineer named Henry Ford, who had produced his own first motor car, the quadricycle, before joining the company, designed it. Ford soon left the Detroit Automobile Company to start his own company. 

 



1904: Henry Ford established a new world land-speed record of 91.37 mph on the winter ice of Lake St Clair, Michigan in a 4-cylinder, 15.7-litre, 72-bhp Ford 999 Arrow he built himself. 
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1953: Just days before the launch of the Corvette the General Motors management team informed the styling team that the front emblem and the horn button containing the likeness of the American flag had to be replaced, after discovering it was illegal in the US to have stars and stripes in an automobile emblem. When the first Corvette was shown to the press at the Motorama in New York City, the front emblems and horn button contained a black-and-white chequered flag and a red Chevrolet bow tie and fleur-de-lis. 


 

1986: American singer Luther Vandross was injured and his passenger killed, when his Mercedes-Benz went out of control and crashed on Laurel Canyon Boulevard in Los Angeles, California. Vandross was charged with vehicular manslaughter. Pleading to a lesser charge, the case was quietly settled out of court with a payment to the Salvemini family for about $630,000. 

 

2005: The British Automobile Racing Club Limited (BARC) purchased Mallory Park (Motorsport) Ltd, the company that arranged motor sport at the Mallory Park circuit, thereby effectively taking control of all activities at the Leicestershire circuit. 






— 13 — 

 

1928: Regulations came into force prohibiting London motorists from reversing a car on any road within a 3-mile radius of Charing Cross. 

 

1942: Henry Ford was granted the first US patent for construction of a plastic car. The Soybean (or 'Hemp body', as it was also known) was the first car to have a body entirely made of plastic. It was 30 per cent lighter than a regular metal car and the panels were said to be only a quarter of an inch (6 mm) thick. 

 

1988: Briton Donald Mitchell Healey, the man behind Austin-Healey and Austin-Healey Sprite cars, former chairman of Jensen Motors and speed-record holder, died in Perranporth, Cornwall at the age of 89. 

 

2003: American singer Diana Ross appeared in a US court charged with driving while twice over the drink-driving limit. Police in Tucson, Arizona reported that Miss Ross could not walk in a straight line, touch her nose or count to 30 after she had been stopped for swerving across the road. She pleaded 'no contest', and later served a 2-day jail sentence near her home in Greenwich, Connecticut. 

 

2004: Employees at Rolls-Royce Motor Cars celebrated the completion of the 500th Phantom to be built at their Goodwood home. 






— 14 — 

 

1896: The Daimler Motor Co. Ltd, founded by H. J. Lawson, was registered as Britain's first motor manufacturer. The right to the use of the name Daimler had been purchased simultaneously from Gottlieb Daimler and Daimler Motoren Gesellschaft of Cannstatt, Germany. 

 

1914: Although the Model T had been around since 1908, the first one constructed on a Ford assembly line was completed this year. The new continuous-motion method reduced the assembly time of a car from 12.5 hours to 93 minutes. It enabled Ford to market a car for just $500, a price within the reach of the average American. 

 

1998: The 150-mph+, 5.9-litre, 237-bhp Bristol Blenheim 2 was announced. Like its predecessor, it was built in workshops next to Filton Airfield in Bristol – the home of the original Bristol Aeroplane Company. 

 

2006: A General Motors Futurliner bus was sold for a record $4 million in Arizona. This bus had toured America before and after World War Two, displaying General Motors' emerging technologies in the 'Parade of Progress'. 






— 15 — 

 

1909: A motorised hearse was used for the first time in a Chicago funeral procession by funeral director H. D. Ludlow. This marked a sharp break from tradition, as stately horse-drawn hearses had been in use for centuries. 

 

1936: Edsel Ford, the son of motoring-industry pioneer Henry Ford, founded the Ford Foundation, a philanthropic organisation, with a donation of $25,000. 

 

1942: The first 'blackout' Cadillacs were completed. They had painted trim rather than chrome, due to restrictions on materials necessary to the war effort, and also lacked spare tyres and other accessories. 

 

2001: After almost 10 years of planning and 23 months of construction work, the Rockingham Motor Speedway in Northamptonshire officially opened. It was the first purpose-built racetrack in Britain since Brooklands opened in Surrey in 1907. 






— 16 — 

 

1906: The French Automobile Club licensed the department of Sarthe to organise a motor race that eventually resulted in both the 24 Hours of Le Mans (24 Heures du Mans) and the French Grand Prix. 

 

1950: Saab delivered its first car, the Saab 92, to customers. Powered by a transversely mounted, water-cooled, 2-cylinder, two-stroke, 764-cc, 25-bhp thermosiphon engine, it had a top speed of 65 mph. The transmission had three gears, the first unsynchronised, meaning that the driver had to change gear at the correct rpm. All early Saab 92s were painted in a dark green colour. According to some sources, this was because Saab had a surplus of green paint from its wartime production of airplanes. 


 

2008: The first Smart EV, a Fortwo modified for operation by Zytek Electric Vehicles as a battery electric vehicle, was delivered to Coventry City Council in the West Midlands. Short in length, powered by a rear-mounted engine, the two-passenger urban vehicle ran on 13.2 kWh of sodium-nickel chloride Zebra batteries. The Smart EV was capable of 0–30 mph in just 6.5 seconds and could travel 70 miles between charges. 






— 17 — 

 

1899: Frenchman Camille Jenatzy reached a speed of 41.42 mph driving an electric car of his own design at Achères Park, France to establish a new land-speed record. On the same day, the previous record-holder Gaston de Chasseloup-Laubat raised the record again, by applying rudimentary streamlining to his car, gaining a speed of 43.69 mph in his electric Jeantaud car.

 

1968: Ford officially unveiled 'The new Escort: the small car that isn't'. It was initially available as a two-door saloon with 1,098-cc or 1,298-cc engines. A Deluxe cost £635 9s 7d, which included purchase tax and delivery. A high-performance twin-cam model, costing £1,123, was also unveiled. 

 

2005: The Bentley Arnage Convertible concept car, also known as the Arnage Drophead Coupé, was revealed at the Los Angeles Auto Show. 






— 18 — 

 

1908: The first production Lancia was unveiled at the Turin Motor Show. It was available as a straight chassis and bodied in a variety of styles from closed landaulets (limousine-style) to sporting two-seater Corsas. The first Lancia cars were famed for their lightness and efficient engineering. 

 

1919: Bentley Motors was established in London, England. 

 

1937: Horse-drawn traffic was banned from the West End of London. 

 

1986: The Willys-Overland Company, the primary contractor of jeeps for the US military during World War Two, re-entered the commercial automobile market, with an updated Willys Aero, a sporty two-seater. 


 

2008: Four photographers were arrested for reckless driving after they chased American pop star Britney Spears' car on the outskirts of Los Angeles. Each of the men, part of a group of paparazzi seen driving at high speed, was ordered to post $5,000 (£2,539) bail. According to police, the cars were following Ms Spears' car too closely and travelling at an unsafe speed, making several unsafe lane changes. 






— 19 — 

 

1955: The Cadillac Eldorado Brougham 'dream car' was first revealed in New York, to an exclusive audience of 5,100 people at 4 p.m. The general public only got to see the car the next day, at the same venue in the Grand Ballroom of the Waldorf Astoria, as the centrepiece of the General Motors Motorama. This car was the direct predecessor of the ultra-expensive, limited-production version built in 1957 and 1958. A pillarless four-door hardtop with centre-opening doors and swivelling driver seat, the experimental 1955 model incorporated some of the basic styling elements from the 1954 Park Avenue concept vehicle, including large front wheel cutouts, a notched rear roofline and forward-swept tail fins. 


 

1978: The last 'traditional' Volkswagen Beetle rolled off the production line in Germany, when mainstream production shifted to Brazil and Mexico: markets where low-operating costs could be met. 

 

2000: Tourism chiefs in Liverpool, Merseyside were banned from putting up motorway signs saying 'Liverpool, the Birthplace of the Beatles', because the Highways Agency thought the signs would distract motorists. 






— 20 — 

 

1909: General Motors acquired a half-share of the Oakland Motor Car Co. Following the death of Oakland's founder, Edward Murphy, the following summer, Oakland came under the full control of General Motors. In 1932, the Oakland name was dropped from the vehicle line and Pontiac became the name of the division. 

 

1956: London police began employing radar speed traps. 

 

2005: In Ireland, the speed limit for motorways and some dual carriageways was changed from 70 mph to 120 km/h (75 mph) as part of their conversion to metric speed limits. 






— 21 — 

 

1911: Twenty-three cars converged on the tiny Principality of Monaco to compete in the first Monte Carlo car rally. Organised by the Automobile Club de Monaco, the challenging race took place along the French Riviera. Results depended not on driving time alone, but on judges' assessments of the automobiles' design and passenger comfort, as well as the condition the vehicles were in after covering the 621 miles (1,000 kilometres) of roads not really made for the horseless carriage. The arbitrary system provoked a minor outrage, but the judges' decision stood. French car dealer Henri Rougier won first place in a Turcat-Méry 45-bhp model. 


 

1964: The Strand Underpass that connects Waterloo Bridge to Kingsway near Holborn in London was officially opened. Tunnel headroom is just 12 ft 6 in (3.8 m), so an electronic 'eye' is used to alert drivers of tall vehicles and divert them to an 'escape route' to the left of the entrance. Some high vehicles do occasionally still try to go through and so get stuck. 

 

1981: The first DeLorean 150-bhp DMC-12 rolled off the production line at the DMC factory in Dunmurry, Northern Ireland. About 9,000 DMC-12s, which could accelerate from 0 to 60 mph in 8.8 seconds, were made before production stopped in late 1982. Today, about 6,000 DeLoreans are believed to still exist. 

 

2007: The 1966 Shelby Cobra 427 Super Snake made history when it was sold for $5.5 million at the Barrett-Jackson Collector Car Auction. The 800-bhp sports car was one of just two produced and was used as personal transportation by famed American racer and performance-car builder Carroll Shelby himself. 






— 22 — 

 

1940: Car headlamps that had reduced intensity and directed the light towards the ground were introduced (along with a 20-mph speed limit in built-up areas in Britain). Huge numbers of pedestrians were knocked down and killed as a result of these wartime blackout measures. 


 

1959: Mike Hawthorn, only months into his retirement after becoming Britain's first World Drivers Champion, was tragically killed at the age of 29 in a car crash on the A3 Guildford bypass in Surrey. He won Le Mans in 1955 with Jaguar, a year sadly best remembered for the Mercedes crash that killed French driver Pierre Levegh and over 80 spectators. For most of his Grand Prix career Hawthorn drove for Ferrari, for whom he had clinched the World Drivers Championship the previous October by a single point from his great rival, fellow countryman Stirling Moss. 


 

2006: A 1938 French Talbot-Lago T150C SS 'teardrop' was sold at auction for $3.9 million by Gooding & Company at Palm Beach, Florida. With its 1939 Le Mans history and a recent restoration to stunning condition, this sale set a world-record auction price for the marque. 






— 23 — 

 

1912: The Aermore Manufacturing Company based in Chicago received a patent for the Aermore Exhaust Horn, a multiple-pipe horn powered by an engine exhaust that played a chord like a church organ. 

 

1964: Northern Irish Mini driver Patrick 'Paddy' Hopkirk and his English navigator, Henry Liddon, piloted a Mini Cooper S, (Car No. 37, registration 33 EJB) to victory in the 1964 Monte Carlo Rally. 

 

1965: Snow ploughs cleared an 18.5-mile stretch of the M1 between Misterton and Markfield in readiness for Ministry of Transport representative Tom Fraser to open it at 2.30 p.m. 

 

2007: The world's first driveable fuel-cell hybrid electric vehicle with plug-in capability, the Ford Edge with HySeries Drive, was unveiled in Washington, D.C. Capable of 80 mph, the HySeries combined an on-board hydrogen fuel-cell generator with 336-volt lithium ion batteries to deliver more than 41 mpg. The vehicle was driven by the stored electricity alone for the first 20 or so miles, after which the fuel cell began operating to keep the battery pack charged. 






— 24 — 

 

1860: Belgian inventor Étienne Lenoir was issued a patent for the first successful internal-combustion engine. Lenoir's engine was a converted steam engine that burned a mixture of coal, gas and air. Its two-stroke action was simple but reliable. Many of Lenoir's engines were still working after 20 years of use. 

 

1963: An 851-cc Saab 96, driven by Swedes Erik Carlsson and Gunar Haggböm, became the smallest car to have won the Monte Carlo Rally. 

 

1969: Ford unveiled its first fastback sports saloon, the Capri, to the press at the Brussels Motor Show. The Capri was sold as 'the car you always promised yourself' and over the next 18 years nearly two million people in Europe and America fulfilled that promise. 

 



2006: James Bond's legendary Aston Martin DB5 was auctioned for more than £1 million. The classic Bond car, which featured in Thunderball and Goldfinger, sold for £1,171,796 in Phoenix, Arizona. The car had last been sold in 1970 for £5,000. A tuxedoed auctioneer drove the DB5 onto a dimmed stage before demonstrating the car's gadgets, including bullet shield, tyre slashers, oil-slick ejector and Browning machine guns. 
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— 25 — 

 

1927: Lady Bristol died in St George's Hospital on Hyde Park Corner, London after being knocked down by a motor car, and was buried in the grounds of the family home, Ickworth House, 2 days later. 

 

1952: General Motors unveiled the Autronic Eye, the first automatic headlight-dimming system. When the phototube, mounted on the dashboard, detected approaching headlights, it automatically switched the car's beams to low until the other lane was clear. It was offered on Oldsmobile and Cadillac cars. Unfortunately minute light fluctuations caused the automatic headlights to flicker erratically. By 1959, General Motors had solved the problem with a new gadget: 'With a twist of the dial Autronic Eye lets you control the automatic dimming of your lights.' Thus the driver could manually control an automatic device designed to eliminate the need for manual control! 


 

2008: A record price was set for a British vehicle registration number after Bradford entrepreneur and businessman Afzal Khan paid £440,625 to buy the Formula One initials F1. 






— 26 — 

 

1906: American driver Fred Marriott set a new land-speed record of 127.659 mph in his steam-powered Wogglebug at Ormond Beach, Florida. It was the last time that a steam-powered vehicle would claim a new land-speed record. 

 

1960: Fifty-five electricians went on strike at BMC (British Motor Corporation), which eventually led to 31,000 workers being idle in Birmingham, Coventry and Oxford. Only one model of car remained in production, and by the time the strike was over BMC reported a loss of 25,000 vehicles and £12 million turnover. 

 

1979: The Dukes of Hazzard, a prime-time CBS television action/comedy show, was aired for the first time. The show starred John Schneider and Tom Wopat as cousins Bo and Luke Duke, who tangled with the crooked law-enforcement officers of Hazzard County with a little help from their cousin Daisy and Uncle Jesse. However, the real star of the show was their car, The General Lee, a 1969 Dodge Charger with a bright orange paint job and a Confederate flag on its roof.


 

2010: General Motors agreed to sell Saab, its Swedish subsidiary, to Spyker Cars, a Dutch maker of sports cars, for $74 million in cash and shares worth $326 million. 






— 27 — 

 

1934: The DeSoto Airflow and Chrysler Airflow caused a sensation on the opening day of the 1934 Chicago Auto Show. However, the ultra-modern 'aero' styling was too dramatic and too revolutionary for most consumers. Twenty years later, the cars' many design and engineering innovations, including the aerodynamic singlet-style fuselage, the steel space-frame construction, the near 50-50 front-rear weight distribution and their light weight, would have been celebrated. Chrysler and its DeSoto Division both tried to devolve their Airflows stylistically, giving them a more conventional grille and raising the 'trunk' (some later models were named Airstream), but the damage was done. Sales were disappointlingly low. 


 

2007: Timothy Brady, of Harrow, north-west London, was clocked at 172 mph in a Porsche 911 Turbo in a 70-mph zone on the A420 in Oxfordshire, becoming the fastest driver ever caught in a routine speed check in the UK. He was sentenced to 10 weeks in jail and banned from driving for 3 years. 






— 28 — 

 

1896: The first speeding ticket was issued in Britain. Mr Walter Arnold was fined one shilling (5p) for travelling at 8 mph in a 2-mph area. Arnold was caught by a policeman who had given chase on a bicycle. 

 

1938: German racing driver Rudolf Caracciola set a new land-speed record (not recognised by all organisations because of the way in which the attempt was undertaken) of 268.496 mph on the German autobahn between Frankfurt and Darmstadt in a Mercedes-Benz W125. His record remains the highest speed ever achieved on a public road. Later in the same day, a young driver named Bernd Rosemeyer died in a crash on the same autobahn attempting to surpass Caracciola's record. 


 

2007: At 11.11 a.m. British-born Champ Car driver Katherine Legge, driving a Robinson Racing Pontiac-powered Riley DP, made history by completing the one-millionth lap of the 24 Hours of Daytona race since its inception. 






— 29 — 

 

1886: The world's first patent for a practical internal-combustion-engine-powered automobile was issued to German engineer Karl Benz. With a tubular framework mounted on a Benz-designed, one-horsepower, single-cylinder, 954-cc engine, the carriage-like three-wheeler Motorwagen had tiller steering and a buggy seat for two. The engine was a refinement of the four-stroke engine designed by Nikolaus Otto 10 years earlier. Although awkward and frail, it incorporated some still-familiar features: an electrical ignition, differential, mechanical valves, a carburettor, an engine-cooling system, oil and grease cups for lubrication, and a braking system. 


 

1989: Global Motors, the American company that imported the Yugo, filed for bankruptcy. Selling for thousands of dollars less than its nearest competitor, the Yugoslavian-made economy car was popular in the mid 1980s, but the car's flaws soon became apparent. It was underpowered, unreliable, and it was famously reported that you could punch holes in the body with a wooden pencil. The cars were also poorly warrantied. 

 

2005: A standard-engined, 3.2-litre, V6 Volkswagen Touareg set a new world altitude record for a motor vehicle of 19,948 feet (6,080 metres). The Touareg expedition team battled against icy winds and a lack of oxygen through the lunar landscape of the Ojos del Salado (on the Argentina–Chile border), the world's highest volcano. This is supposedly the highest point on the surface of the earth that a vehicle can reach and safely return from. 






— 30 — 

 

1903: The first British Motor Show organised by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) was held at Crystal Palace, London, from 30 January to 7 February. The show attracted over 10,000 visitors – a remarkable figure given that there were only 8,000 private cars on the road at the time! After the 1903 event it moved to Olympia in London, where it was held for the next 32 years before moving to nearby Earls Court. 

 

1951: Ferdinand Porsche, the legendary Austrian-German automotive engineer, died in Stuttgart, Germany aged 75. He is probably best remembered for creating the Volkswagen Beetle, and the Mercedes-Benz SS/SSK, as well as the first of many Porsche vehicles. 

 

1962: The first Shelby AC Cobra prototype ran at Silverstone, England. 

 

2007: The first Rolls-Royce Phantom Drophead Coupé destined for the US was bought at a charity auction held during the annual Naples Winter Wine Festival in Florida for $2 million.






— 31 — 

 

1907: The Parisian newspaper Le Matin challenged men and machines to come forward and race from Peking to Paris, a distance of 9,900 miles. Twenty-five teams responded. 

 

1983: A new law came into force at midnight in Britain making it compulsory for drivers and front-seat passengers to wear seat belts. 

 

1985: The final jeep, the workhorse vehicle that came home a hero from World War Two, rolled off the assembly line at the American Motors Corporation (AMC) plant in Toledo, Ohio. 

 

1988: A Jaguar XJR-9 driven by Raul Boesel, Martin Brundle and John Nielsen won the legendary 24 Hours of Daytona race. 

 

2005: A girl of 13 was banned from driving in Britain after she drove off in her father's car while almost twice over the legal alcohol limit after a family Christmas party. The girl, who was 12 at the time of the offence, had drunk two bottles of beer and a vodka drink, as well as sneaking sips from other people's glasses, on Christmas Day, before setting out on a 35-mile drive to visit a relative. She is thought to be the youngest girl to be brought before the courts for a drink-driving offence.
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