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The Second World War was the bloodiest conflict the world has ever seen. Its beginnings saw a form of warfare developed from that seen in the first global conflict and ended with one whose power would have been unimaginable to those who fought only a few decades before. 


It was fought in deserts, jungles, seas, and on mountains and plains, and those affected by it had their worlds turned upside down. This book attempts to tell the story, in a concise but informative way, of those caught up in this complex and brutal war.






AUTHOR'S NOTE




 

The story of the war is told in chronological chapters, but some events from different years have been kept together for the sake of the narrative.


Major battles and important locations of the Second World War

 

Europe and North Africa 
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1. Dunkirk

2. Ruhr Dams raid

3. Normandy beaches

4. Ardennes

5. Arnhem

6. Rhine crossing

7. El Alamein

8. Tobruk

9. Monte Cassino

10. Taranto

11. Stalingrad

12. Leningrad

13. Moscow

14. Kursk

15. Kiev

16. Warsaw

17. Oder River

18. Auschwitz

19. Berlin

20. Dresden

21. Tirpitz sinking (Håkøy near Tromsø)



The Pacific 
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1. Singapore

2. Guadalcanal

3. Port Moresby (New Guinea)

4. Darwin (Australia)

5. Coral Sea

6. Leyte Gulf

7. Midway

8. Tokyo

9. Hiroshima

10. Nagasaki

11. Iwo Jima

12. Okinawa

13. Gilbert Islands

14. Marshall Islands

15. Marianas

16. Aleutian Islands

17. Manila

18. Kohima (Burma) 


Timeline
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1933



 

JANUARY

30 Adolf Hitler becomes German Chancellor.

 

1936




 

JULY

17 Spanish Civil War begins. Germany and Italy support General Franco's Nationalists.

 

OCTOBER

25 Germany and Italy sign Rome–Berlin Axis.

 

NOVEMBER

25 Japan and Germany sign Anti-Comintern Pact. (Italy joins in 1937.)

 

1937



 

JULY

7 The Second Sino-Japanese War begins between Japan and China.

 

1938



 

MARCH

13 Austria is annexed into Germany in the Anschluss.

 

SEPTEMBER

29–30 Munich Conference takes place, ratifying Germany's annexation of the Czech Sudetenland. 

 

1939




 

MARCH

15 Germany invades Czechoslovakia.

 

MAY

22 Germany and Italy sign Pact of Steel.

 

AUGUST

23 Germany and the Soviet Union sign a pact.

 

SEPTEMBER

1 German forces invade Poland.


3 Britain and France declare war on Germany.


17 Soviet forces invade eastern Poland.

 

OCTOBER

28 First German aircraft is shot down on UK mainland. 

 

NOVEMBER

30 Soviet Union attacks Finland in what becomes known as the Winter War.

 

DECEMBER

17 The German pocket battleship Admiral Graf Spee is scuttled in Montevideo.

 

1940




 

MARCH

16 James Isbister on Orkney is the first British civilian to be killed by enemy bombing.

 

APRIL

9 Germany invades Denmark and Norway.

 

MAY

10 German forces attack the Netherlands, Luxembourg, Belgium and France; Winston Churchill becomes Prime Minister of Britain.

15 Dutch army surrenders.

 

JUNE

4 Dunkirk is captured.


10 Italy declares war on Britain and France.

22 France surrenders.

 

AUGUST

24–25 Central London is bombed for the first time. 

25–26 RAF bombs Berlin for the first time.


 

SEPTEMBER

7 The Blitz begins.


 

NOVEMBER

11 Britain attacks Italian fleet at Taranto.

 

1941




 

APRIL

6 Axis forces invade Greece and Yugoslavia.


 

MAY

20 German paratroopers land on Crete. HMS Hood is sunk by German battleship Bismarck.

27 Bismarck is sunk.

 

JUNE

22 Germany invades Soviet Union.

 

DECEMBER

7 Japan attacks Pearl Harbor in Hawaii.


 

1942



 

FEBRUARY

15 British and Commonwealth troops surrender at Singapore to the Japanese.

19 Australian city of Darwin is bombed by Japanese.

 

APRIL

18 US bombers attack Tokyo for the first time.

 

MAY

7 Battle of Coral Sea begins.


 

JUNE

4 Battle of Midway begins.


 

JULY

4 US bombers carry out their first raid in northern Europe.

 

AUGUST

23 Battle of Stalingrad begins.

 

OCTOBER

23 Second Battle of El Alamein begins.

 

NOVEMBER

8 Allied forces land in Morocco and Algeria.


 

1943



 

JANUARY

31 Germans surrender at Stalingrad.

 

MAY

16–17 RAF attack Ruhr dams.


 

JULY

5 Battle of Kursk begins. 

10 Allies invade Sicily.


 

SEPTEMBER

8 Allies announce Italian surrender.


 

1944




 

JUNE

6 Allies land in Normandy on D-Day.

 

JULY

20 Hitler survives assassination attempt.

 

AUGUST

15 Allies invade south of France.

25 Paris is liberated.

 

SEPTEMBER

17 Operation Market Garden begins.

 

OCTOBER

23 Battle of Leyte Gulf begins.

 

NOVEMBER

12 Tirpitz capsizes after RAF raid.

 

1945




 

MARCH

24 Rhine is crossed in operation Plunder.

 

APRIL

13 Soviet troops capture Vienna.

28 Mussolini is killed by Italian partisans.

30 Adolf Hitler commits suicide.

 

MAY

7 Germany surrenders.

 

AUGUST

6 Hiroshima falls victim to the first atomic bomb.

8 Soviet Union declares war on Japan. 

9 Nagasaki is targeted with the second atomic bomb.

 

SEPTEMBER

2 Japan officially surrenders.


Allied and Axis Powers
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The belligerent countries in the war formed part of wider alliances. The actions of the Allies were more coordinated than the Axis nations.






AXIS POWERS




 

Germany – Italy – Japan – Romania – Bulgaria – Hungary 






MAIN ALLIED POWERS




 

Britain – USA – Soviet Union – China – France – India – Canada – Australia – New Zealand – South Africa





THE LEADERS



 


  
 	Name
 	Nationality
 	Position
 	Year of Birth
 	Year of death
 	Note
  

  
 	Winston Churchill
 	British
 	Prime Minister
 	1874
 	1965
 	Churchill had commanded a battalion for a short period in the First World War.
  

  
 	Adolf Hitler
 	German (Austrian-born)
 	Führer
 	1889
 	1945
 	Hitler was awarded the Iron Cross in the First World War.
  

  
 	Franklin D. Roosevelt
 	American
 	President
 	1882
 	1945
 	Roosevelt had suffered from polio and attempted to hide his disability from the public.
  

  
 	Joseph Stalin
 	Russian
 	Leader of Soviet Union
 	1879
 	1953
 	Stalin was born Josef Vissarionovich Djugashvili but adopted the pseudonym Stalin (‘man of steel’).
  

  
 	Charles de Gaulle
 	French
 	Leader of the Free French movement
 	1890
 	1970
 	De Gaulle commanded French tanks against the German invasion in 1940 before escaping to Britain.
  

  
 	Benito Mussolini
 	Italian
 	Prime Minister
 	1883
 	1945
 	Mussolini was executed by Italian partisans and his body hung upside down from the roof of a petrol station.
  









THE COMMANDERS







MARSHAL GEORGY ZHUKOV (SOVIET UNION)



 

A conscripted First World War soldier who went on to become a Marshal of the USSR, Zhukov played a vital role in the defence of Leningrad, Moscow and Stalingrad. His strategic genius was put to great effect in the Red Army's offensive in 1944 and 1945, successfully pushing the Germans back. 


 

AIR VICE-MARSHAL ARTHUR 'BOMBER' HARRIS (BRITAIN)



 

Harris resisted efforts by Allied commanders to divert bombers away from what he regarded as the main priority of Bomber Command: the heavy bombing of Germany. He believed throughout the war that only an aerial offensive could bring about a collapse in German morale and an end to the conflict.






AIR CHIEF MARSHAL HUGH DOWDING (BRITAIN)




 

Known as 'Stuffy' for his detached manner, Dowding remained in the RAF after the First World War and at the start of the Second World War was head of Fighter Command. His steady guidance during the critical days of summer 1940 was ill rewarded, as he was removed from his position soon after. He is buried in Westminster Abbey.

 

FIELD MARSHAL ERWIN ROMMEL (GERMANY)



 

Hitler described Rommel as 'the most daring commander of armoured forces in the whole of the German army'. In the Battle of France he commanded a panzer division, and was given command of the Axis forces in the Desert War where his exploits earned him the name 'the Desert Fox'. Beaten in the Desert and North African campaigns, Rommel was given command of the Atlantic Wall defences. Suspected of involvement in the plot to assassinate Hitler, he killed himself as his family would otherwise have been targeted by the German security forces. Whether Rommel was part of the plot or not remains unknown.


 

FIELD MARSHAL BERNARD MONTGOMERY (BRITAIN)




 

Although tactless and egocentric, 'Monty' as he is universally known, was popular with the soldiers he led and the British public. He was not shy of generating publicity for his generalship, but, despite the unattractive elements of his personality, Montgomery was a successful war commander: he was in charge of the Allied forces that defeated the Germans in northern France in 1944 and his victory at El Alamein was a major triumph at an important point in the war.

 

GENERAL DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER (USA)

 

Despite his lack of combat experience, Eisenhower was a perfect choice to be Supreme Commander of the Allied forces in north-west Europe. His calm patience and desire to find consensus allowed him to cope with the differing demands of his competing generals. 


 

FLEET ADMIRAL ISOROKU YAMAMOTO (JAPAN)



 

Yamamoto realised the value of naval air power and was the originator of the plan to attack the American fleet at Pearl Harbor. Yamamoto had been against war with America, knowing that if it lasted, Japan would be defeated. 
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