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DISCLAIMER

All the stories featured in this book are presented in good faith, having been previously reported as fact and sourced from a variety of diverse publications, news services and the Internet. If no names, dates or places are quoted that is because none were provided in the original source material. The author and publisher cannot accept responsibility for any inaccuracies and apologise in advance for any inadvertent errors in reporting. Any such errors will be corrected in future editions.
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INTRODUCTION

We are all a little weird and life is a little weird…

Dr Seuss

Shit isn’t the only thing that happens.

Weird shit happens.

And it’s far more common than you might imagine.

In the course of researching this book I’ve come across weird shit from way back in the day, like the Roman emperor who would stand naked in the doorway of his palace bedroom making advances at his elite guard, right up to the present, such as the Death Row prisoner who consumed a whopping 29,000 calories in his last meal.

Weird shit lies bubbling under the surface, biding its time, just waiting for that perfect moment to strike, reminding us that things are never as normal as they might seem. No one is immune from weird shit. It can just as easily involve the man or woman in the street, like the Chinese girl who lives a normal life even though she was born with her feet facing backwards, as it can the rich and famous – for example, Salvador Dalí wearing a homemade cologne made of fish glue and goat manure. Weird shit even affects royalty, like King Charles VI of France who refused to travel by coach because he believed his legs were made of glass and they might shatter.

But remember, no matter how outrageous or bizarre it may sound, all the weird shit in this book has been reported as true. Like the inventor of Pringles being cremated and having his ashes buried in a Pringles can, the mass murderer who auditioned for a boy band, or the Japanese department store that caused great offence after they managed to confuse Santa Claus with Jesus Christ.

So,  kick  back,  raise  your  eyebrows,  suspend  your disbelief and utter ‘WTF!’

You couldn’t make it up if you tried.

 

Mark Leigh

Surrey, England 2014
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