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INTRODUCTION

 

Most of us would not claim to have a perfect grasp of the ‘Queen’s English’, so it may be some consolation to learn just how much slang is used in everyday conversations. Slights, slang and profanities have made up a significant part of the English language for hundreds of years, from the code-like terms of the canting crew, up to modern-day reworkings of rhyming slang, and the antiquities which are still used by a large number of people, who likely don’t realise just how old these words are. Some have disappeared and then made a comeback, parading as something new, while others have changed meaning altogether, or completely vanished.

 

Slang is expressive. It can be vulgar, offensive, comical, entertaining. While this collection contains a good many forgotten gems, it also provides a little history for some of the everyday terms many love to use. It may be surprising to discover just how many ‘rude’ words started out life as standard English, before Victorian prudery confined them to the realm of the taboo. 

 

The material in this book is by no means exhaustive; rather it gives a considered but somewhat tongue-in-cheek (in the spirit of the most amusing and enduring slang words and phrases) overview of old vernacular, with lively descriptions which help to frame the word, and perhaps even help you put it to use! Read it cover to cover, or dip in to the sections you like the sound of – either way, I hope you enjoy these peculiarities and vulgarities as much as I have enjoyed writing about them.

 

Elanor Clarke, 2013
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