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7

Brian Deane

My name is Brian Deane and I scored the first ever Premier

League goal on August 15 1992 playing for Sheffield United

against Manchester United. I was really excited to read

Football's

Champions of Change

because racism is such a relevant topic in

football. The current generation of footballers have been united

in spreading the anti-racist message by doings things such as

taking the knee and speaking out on social media.

There are so many others from my own

era and before who faced their own

struggles and played a part in making

the game we all love more inclusive.

This book is educational with lots of

information about amazing people

who fought and continue to fight for

change. It would have been great to

have more of such stories when I was

younger to learn about these heroes.

This is an exhilarating read that gives

me hope for the future. We can all take

inspiration from those who feature in

this book. But there is still plenty to do.

I will continue to support campaigns

for tougher laws to combat online

abuse. I know from my own personal

experience the difficulty in getting a

job in football management. We need

to get more diversity in board rooms

and among managers. These are two

of the many subjects touched on in

Football's Champions of Change

.

I am not sure where the end goal lies,

but we have to keep trying to make

football a more welcoming place for

people regardless of their colour or

background.

Foreword
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