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HOW TO USE THIS EBOOK

Select one of the chapters from the main contents list and you will be taken straight to that chapter.



Look out for linked text (which is blue) throughout the ebook that you can select to help you navigate between related sections.


Introduction

The first thing I recommend to any aspiring fashion designer is training: without it you’ll be hard-pressed to build the kind of foundation you’ll need to sustain a career in the industry. That being said, even with the best of intentions you can’t fit everything you need to know about being a fashion designer into a traditional school curriculum. Beyond the core skills that are most commonly associated with studying fashion design—sketching, pattern-making, and sewing—there is a wealth of information and experience that a fashion designer needs to acquire in order to have a sense of agency over the direction of their own career or business.


The purview of a fashion designer has become so complex that very few can afford the luxury of focusing all of their time and attention on making beautiful clothes. Today’s fashion designer needs to build a practice. The word “practice” serves as both a noun and a verb. It describes the system you build, and how you exercise your craft within it.



What They Didn’t Teach You In Fashion School is an introduction to the skills, strategies, and mindsets required to manage the making and positioning of products, services, and ideas; to cultivate and maintain a consistent flow of creativity; to continue developing professionally; to build support systems; to address business fundamentals, to negotiate the industry, to implement strategic brand and communication plans; to create user experiences, and to initiate a culture of innovation. Every chapter is intended to be used as a catalyst for further research, experimentation, and career customization.

How to Use This Book


The key to getting the most out of this book is letting go. Burst the bubble. Let go of any preconceptions you have about what will be expected of you, as well as what you may be expecting from the industry. Both will limit opportunity. Be more interested in knowing differently than knowing more. Nothing in this book is meant to serve as a “one size fits all” definitive answer. Every topic included in this book speaks to the idea that a fashion designer is an independent entity that will continue to evolve. For instance, it’s just as important to see things from the perspective of an employer as it is to reflect on your needs as an employee. Being that there is so much about a career in fashion to consider—and that those considerations will change at different points along the way—the hope is that this book will serve as a source that you can return to again and again.



“Learning to let go should be learned before learning to get.”

Ray Bradbury
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