







[image: images]



MICHAEL FREEMAN’S
PHOTO SCHOOL

FUNDAMENTALS

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF MICHAEL FREEMAN

[image: image]


Designed by expert professional Michael Freeman, this complete course will let you take exceptional photos and develop a deeper understanding of what makes a great photo work. Inspired by the structure of a college course and the benefits of collective learning, in-depth lessons are punctuated by shooting challenges, encouraging you to get out and practice your new skills.

Start by taking creative control of your images, learning the science behind exposure, getting comfortable with the full range of camera controls, and leaving Auto mode behind. Next, learn to read the light itself and capture consistently high-quality images even in the most difficult lighting conditions. Then take a step back and develop your photographic eye to recognize potential design and compositional choices, making the most of stunning scenes as they occur. Once you get back to your computer, wrap it up with a complete overview of the most important digital-editing techniques, cutting through the clutter and honing in on the tools and workflows that are relevant to your own photographic style.

By the end of this course you will understand the principles of photography, you’ll know what makes a successful photograph, and you’ll have the skills to take excellent photos yourself.
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About This Book

 

[image: images]

Photography is what I do and have done for most of my life, and like any professional, I work at it, trying to improve my skills and my ideas. I actually enjoy sharing all of this, because I love photography and want as many people as possible to do it—but do it well. This includes learning why good photographs work and where they fit in the history of the craft.

This book is inspired by the structure of a college course, and of the benefits of a collective learning environment. Here, we’re setting out to teach the fundamentals of photography in a foundational course, before moving on to teach specialist areas—much as a student would study a set first-year course before moving on to studying elective subjects of their own choosing.

The goal of this book is not only to instruct and educate, but also to motivate and inspire. Toward that end, many of the topics will be punctuated by a challenge to get out and shoot under a specific scenario, demonstrating and practicing the skills that were covered in the preceding sections. Further, we feature the work of several real-life photography students as they respond to these challenges themselves. As they discuss and I review their work, we hope to make the material all the more approachable and achievable.

For you, the reader, this series provides, I hope, a thorough education in photography, not just allowing you to shoot better pictures, but also to gain the same in-depth knowledge that degree students and professionals do, and all achieved through exercises that are at the same time fun and educational. That is why we’ve also built a website for this book, to which I encourage you to post your responses to the shooting challenges for feedback from your peers. You’ll find the website at www.mfphotoschool.com
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Student Profiles

 

Lukasz Kazimierz Palka
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Lukasz is a Polish-born urban photographer based in Tokyo, Japan. He is known for his street photography and exploration of the metropolitan landscape and its natural environs. Lukasz established himself in Tokyo in 2009, and began shooting out of a curiosity about the city and its people. He has been documenting Tokyo for over two years, while also making excursions to China, Australia, and other nations in the eastern hemisphere.

Lukasz’s photographic style has yet to crystallize, but can be described as “cinematic.” He is inspired by films such as Blade Runner and sci-fi manga such as Ghost in the Shell. Through his work, he aims to show the world a glimpse of what he sees, casting a light on the moments that daily emerge and fade in our cities. His inspiration comes from one of the largest human conglomerations on earth: Tokyo.

Currently, Lukasz is a hustling freelancer, primarily a Photographer, Graphic Designer, and Educator. More of his work can viewed at www.lkazphoto.com



Nathan Biehl
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Nathan was born in a small town nestled in the north woods of Wisconsin, USA. His current day job is as a graphic designer, and while his 9 to 5 is devoted to design, his free time is consumed by photography.

Nathan attended the University of Northern Iowa where he received a BFA in Printmaking. Originally, his photography served as a reference point for his prints, but soon after graduating it evolved into be his primary creative focus. While his educational background was in the arts, his only formal training in photography was an introductory class covering the basics of black-and-white photography. Nathan welcomes every chance to expand his photographic knowledge by pouring over any book, blog, or gallery he can find.

To view more of his work, visit www.biehl.me



Richard Gottardo
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Richard is a creative modern wedding and fine art photographer based out of Toronto, Canada. Initially he began his career in the pharmaceutical industry working in a polio lab. As photography began to grow from more than just a passion and a hobby into something he could make a career out of, he left pharmaceuticals behind in order to begin a photography business.

Currently he is looking into opening a studio in Toronto. He got his first real taste of photography came while taking a miksang photography course in university. Miksang is a Tibetan word that means “seeing with a good eye” and being able to find beauty in everyday things. He has tried to keep to this philosophy and photography for him has become way to escape the mundane and explore the beauty present all around us. His work can be found at www.richardgottardo.com



Kelly Jo Garner
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Kelly Jo Garner is a photographer and web designer living in Nashville, Tennessee. Her professional interest in photography dates to 1994 when, during a trip to Russia, she captured a shot of a rich yellow building against a startlingly cerulean sky. “I had so many comments about that shot when it was developed and I showed it to friends and family,” she says. “Ever since then, I’ve been hooked.” Today, Kelly Jo photographs roller derby, portraits, weddings, still lifes, animals, casual street scenes, and anything else that strikes her fancy.

Kelly Jo can be reached at www.hungryphotographer.org or on Twitter @kellyjogarner



Sven Thierie
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Sven Thierie is a graphic designer living in Leuven, Belgium. He is passionate about his work in advertising, but his favorite pastime has always been photography. During his many travels throughout Europe and North Africa, his camera is his “first mate,” and an indispensable component of his travel experiences. A passionate observer of culture, he says that “Living in the center of Europe is very inspirational, personally and professionally, because of the huge numbers of cultures living and interacting so close to one another.” In the future he wants to venture farther out into the world.

You can see more of Sven’s work on his website: www.sventhierie.be



Nick Depree

[image: images]

Born in Christchurch, New Zealand, Nick traveled a lot at a young age before settling into University studies in Auckland where he completed a Bachelors degree and eventually a Doctorate in Chemical and Materials Engineering. Nick got into photography around 2006, quickly becoming comfortable with the technical aspects, and has since been more interested in developing his artistic and aesthetic side, while also enjoying trying various types of modern and vintage, digital and analog cameras.

Living in New Zealand provides great opportunities for landscape photography, which was Nick’s early interest, but he found his productivity and quality of output greatly increased in the past two years with the opportunity for extensive travel through his research work. Exploring new cities and countries has become his passion, where he finds his best shots by walking the streets for long periods, being observant of his surroundings and patient for the right light or scene to appear. He also very much enjoys learning about the history and culture of new places, and photographing the details, foods, and historical locations he finds.

You can find his work at www.ndepree.com



Adam Graetz
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Adam Graetz draws his inspiration largely from the urban and suburban scenery in which he grew up. A perfectionist with an affinity for symmetry, he shoots mostly digital with a Nikon D7000, but also shoots film with a Nikon FM-2, preferring Fuji Superia for color and Kodak Trichrome for B&W. Travel plays a significant role in his work, and he always keeps his camera at the ready while exploring new territory.

“The idea of man vs nature often comes up in my work. Sometimes I juxtapose evidence of human civilization against naturally occurring elements; other times I seek to completely remove any signs of civilization in my photos, to make them completely natural.”

You can find out more about Adam at his website, www.adamgraetz.com, and view his flickr photo gallery at www.flickr.com/photos/adamgee



Gillian Bolsover

[image: images]

Gillian chose photography because she wanted to see the world. Not just the far-flung corners of the globe that, granted, she has made good inroads into seeing; but to investigate more deeply the world at her doorstep. The camera is the excuse that lets you into the lives of others. Gillian’s camera has taken her backstage at Bonnaroo Music Festival, to Marine Corps boot camp, into the lives of illegal immigrants facing deportation, and through Shanghai’s traditional lane house communities.

After studying photojournalism and political science at undergrad, Gillian spent several years working as a photographer and multimedia producer at a daily newspaper in the US, before leaving to make her way in the wide world.

You can see more of Gillian’s work at www.bolsoverphotos.com



Johnny Chang
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Johnny’s love of photography was born out of his penchant for observation. A camera in his hand, circa 2009, was a natural extension. It’s brought him the joy of discovering new places and the hidden beauty of everything. Never limited to a genre, Johnny’s style is constantly evolving. He strives to see many different perspectives, from high to low, without fear of being stepped on in the process. His inquisitive nature enables an intricate relationship with the inner workings of the camera, the lens, and the light. When his interest is piqued, he won’t stop until he finds the right path—through a multitude of exposures, lighting manipulations, or processing directions.

You can view more of his work at: http://eruditass-photography.blogspot.com



Faith Kashefska-Lefever
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Faith is a freelance photographer and photo restorer. “It is my way of helping old memories stay alive, and preserving pieces of family history,” she says. “I love to use my photography as a way to show a different point of view. I am always asking, ‘If a photo is worth a thousand words, what would you like yours to say?’”

Faith’s education comes from two places: NYIP (New York Institute of Photography) and herself. If she is not snapping pictures or working on a restoration, she usually has her face in a book learning something new. All of her post-processing and digital manipulation is self taught.

To see more of Faith’s work, check out www.fklgz.com



Dan Goetsch
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Dan Goetsch was born and raised in Fort Collins, Colorado. He eventually ended up hitting the ground running in the IT world just after college and life has been an adventure ever since. He found his new home in Portland, Oregon where he spent five years, and picked up his first digital SLR camera along with a passion for photography. He is a self-taught photographer who has gone from Auto mode to Manual and enjoyed every minute of the journey as he continues to learn and explore the craft. His superhero mantra would be “IT nerd by day, photographer by nights and weekends.” Dan’s passion for photography continues to grow stronger every day, and he looks forward to sharing his love of it with the world.

You can see his work at www.danielgphotography.com



Jennifer Laughlin
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After taking a black-and-white photography class for fun, Jennifer Laughlin’s interest in photography was stoked and she attended Randolph Community College in Asheboro, NC, graduating with a concentration in biocommunications photography. She has worked at the North Carolina Office of State Archaeology and TTW Photographic. Jennifer works with both film and digital equipment, using a Nikon D300 and a Mamiya C330 to capture her photos. Her specialty is macro-photography and she enjoys portraying the small details in her subjects. Jennifer currently resides in North Carolina with her husband and her two dogs.

You can find her work at jenniferlaughlin.blogspot.com



Guido Jeurissen

[image: images]

Born on the 19th of August, 1992, in Rotterdam, Holland, Guido Jeurissen is a young and learning photographer, filmmaker and musician. Even though Guido Jeurissen’s work is a combination of a very wide range of styles, his personal style is often defined as “raw” and “documentary.”

When Guido was admitted in 2010 to the Dutch art school Willem de Kooning Academie in Rotterdam, he started a study on filmmaking called Audio Visual Design. Even though his study is primarily based on filmmaking, he also learned a lot about photography.

Recently, Guido has been focusing much more on photography. He went back to the basics, and started working in dark rooms with black-and-white film. It’s here where he noticed that the essence of photography is in the subject and not the picture itself. Black and white was the ultimate tool to do this. He loves the way analog black-and-white photography concentrates on the subject so much more, and how the background of an image is so much less distracting.

Black and white, however, is not the only thing for him. Guido has never forgotten about how color can make an image very powerful. The saturation of some colors can strengthen the image a lot—which he has been exploring with software like Adobe Photoshop and Adobe Lightroom.

Guido’s creative mind is best shown in his videos, which can sometimes be absurd and surrealistic. His work has been exhibited at the International Film Festival Rotterdam (IFFR), Stukfest Festival Rotterdam, ASVOFF fashion Film Festival in Barcelona, and has been published on various websites.

For more about Guido’s work, please visit www.guidojeurissen.com

You can contact Guido at guidojeurissen@gmail.com
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