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FOREWORD

About This Series
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Photography is what I do and have done for most of my life, and like any professional, I work at it, trying to improve my skills and my ideas. I actually enjoy sharing all of this, because I love photography and want as many people as possible to do it—but do it well. This includes learning why good photographs work and where they fit in the history of the craft.

This series of books is inspired by the structure of a college course, and of the benefits of a collective learning environment. Here, we’re setting out to teach the fundamentals of photography in a foundational course, before moving on to teach specialist areas—much as a student would study a set first-year course before moving on to studying elective subjects of their own choosing.

The goal of these books is not only to instruct and educate, but also to motivate and inspire. Toward that end, many of the topics will be punctuated by a challenge to get out and shoot under a specific scenario, demonstrating and practicing the skills that were covered in the preceding sections. Further, we feature the work of several real-life photography students as they respond to these challenges themselves. As they discuss and I review their work, we hope to make the material all the more approachable and achievable.

For you, the reader, this series provides, I hope, a thorough education in photography, not just allowing you to shoot better pictures, but also to gain the same in-depth knowledge that degree students and professionals do, and all achieved through exercises that are at the same time fun and educational. That is why we’ve also built a website for this series, to which I encourage you to post your responses to the shooting challenges for feedback from your peers. You’ll find the website at www.mfphotoschool.com
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Student Profiles

 

Nick Depree
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Born in Christchurch, New Zealand, Nick traveled a lot at a young age before settling into University studies in Auckland where he completed a Bachelors degree and eventually a Doctorate in Chemical and Materials Engineering. Nick got into photography around 2006, quickly becoming comfortable with the technical aspects, and has since been more interested in developing his artistic and aesthetic side, while also enjoying trying various types of modern and vintage, digital and analog cameras.

Living in New Zealand provides great opportunities for landscape photography, which was Nick’s early interest, but he found his productivity and quality of output greatly increased in the past two years with the opportunity for extensive travel through his research work. Exploring new cities and countries has become his passion, where he finds his best shots by walking the streets for long periods, being observant of his surroundings and patient for the right light or scene to appear. He also very much enjoys learning about the history and culture of new places, and photographing the details, foods, and historical locations he finds.

You can find his work at www.ndepree.com



Brad Smith
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Although he’s taken pictures intermittently throughout his life, it was only two years ago at the ripe age of 24 that Brad decided to start taking photography seriously. Through trial, error and some research he’s developed his technique and style to what it is today. His camera is a Canon 60D, and most of his photos are taken with the 18–135 kit lens. He has recently started expanding into primes, with the Canon 100mm ƒ/2.8 Macro and Canon 50mm ƒ/1.8 II. He really enjoys the challenge and opportunity that shooting with fast primes offers. In addition to landscape photography (his first love), he also enjoys botanical photography, primarily of orchids and succulents. Additionally, he shoots cityscapes and abstracts that catch his eye.

Brad is a fourth generation Arizonan, and while he grew up in Phoenix, he spend much time with his grandparents who all lived in rural Arizona. He loves their unique culture, which is a mix of the American West and Latino influence. When he was young, Brad would often set out exploring at sunrise and not return until sunset. It isn’t much different now, except that he does quite a bit of camping instead of running home before dinner. While Arizona will always be his home, he’s also in love with the San Juan Mountains of Colorado; the colors and geology are mind-blowing, and he has the lucky opportunity to visit many times each year. Brad spends as many nights as he can manage sleeping out under the moon and stars, or storm clouds if that’s what nature has in mind.

Outside of photography, Brad has a number of hobbies and interests. He enjoys writing, playing drums, four wheeling, hiking, kayaking, and camping. He is a computer programmer, both professionally and as a hobby, and particularly enjoys the Python Programming Language. His favorite authors include Michel Foucault, Jorge Luis Borges, Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Italo Calvino, and Kurt Vonnegut. His favorite musicians/groups include Umphrey’s McGee, The Grateful Dead, Miles Davis, Fela Kuti, Kneebody, and Soundgarden.

Check out Brad’s website at: www.bsmithaz.com

…and his Flickr photostream at: www.flickr.com/photos/cacahootie



Dan Goetsch
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Dan Goetsch was born and raised in Fort Collins, Colorado. He eventually ended up hitting the ground running in the IT world just after college and life has been an adventure ever since. Through his work, Dan has had the opportunity to do a good amount of travel, which led him to relocate to the west coast. He found his new home in Portland, Oregon where he spent 5 years, and picked up his first digital SLR camera along with a passion for photography.

He is a self-taught photographer who has gone from Auto mode to Manual and enjoyed every minute of the journey as he continues to learn and explore the craft. His superhero mantra would be “IT nerd by day, photographer by nights and weekends.”

After living in the Pacific Northwest for a while, he eventually grew homesick and took an opportunity to relocate back to Colorado where he currently resides. He always looks for an opportunity to learn something new about the trade, and is always looking for a challenge.

Dan’s passion for photography continues to grow stronger every day, and he looks forward to sharing his love of it with the world.

You can see his work at www.danielgphotography.com



Brock Whittaker
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When he was younger, Brock got the incredible opportunity to be able to live in Germany and Italy. Being the son of a military officer enabled his family to travel to many places that other Americans his age were not able to. Hiking through the Alps and Dolomites inspired him to take photographs. The overwhelming scenery that he was able to experience was the first step to Brock pursuing photography as a hobby. After moving back to the States at age eleven, he got himself a Canon Rebel XS. For a while, Brock shot on Program mode, but he naturally became more and more interested in what else he could do with the camera. Through the years he’s progressed quite a bit.

When he turned fourteen, he was able to move to India. That is when he feels his photography really developed. Being able to experience all the cultural and economic differences of India, Brock was able to broaden the scope of his photography. Now, he’s back in the States again, and feels like he’s getting better with time still.

You can see more of Brock’s work on his Flickr page at: www.flickr.com/photos/brockwhittaker


Introduction

 

The great outdoors, with its many moods and nuances, still has the power to inspire respect, awe, and admiration in all but the most metropolitan of us. As humans we have evolved around the cycle of day and night, and our natural habitat is the land. It should be no surprise then that a sweeping landscape bathed in glorious light can evoke strong emotional response within us. It is this response that drives many landscape photographers to share their passion with others.

Landscape photography is the representation of an outdoor scene, a natural phenomenon, or a single element or detail within a broader landscape—from ultra-wide panoramas to the closest macro shots. The defining characteristic of landscape images is, like all forms of photography, light. Light can transform any location from the mundane to the spectacular; it creates mood and atmosphere, evokes emotions, chisels texture into rock faces and mountains, provides powerful modeling light, and saturates color. “Light, light, light,” is just as apt a motto as the more common “location, location, location.”

Of course, spectacular locations make it easier for the photographer to create correspondingly spectacular shots, but it is the understanding of light and how it will transform any scene, under a given set of conditions, that allows experienced photographers to capture inspiring shots time and again. At the end of the day, few experienced landscape photographers believe in luck! A great location with dull, flat lighting will not inspire any viewer as much as a hitherto unspectacular location transformed by glorious, golden light.

The landscape is not a static entity—light, weather, tides, clouds, time of day and the seasons, and much more are in a constant state of flux. Allied to these factors are other variables that can be controlled by the photographer, such as composition, creative interpretation, and camera equipment. As a result, there is an almost infinite number of ways to capture any landscape scene and so, perhaps surprisingly, landscape photography provides great opportunity for interpretive and artistic freedom.
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The hunt for light



Light is the defining characteristic of landscape photography, while the placement of the elements within the scene can be used to create a harmonious, balanced image, to evoke an emotion, or to guide the viewer through the scene in a specific way.

Indeed, the genre is often divided into two forms: documentary, the recording of a scene as it appears; and interpretive, an artistic or creative representation of the scene influenced by the particular photographer’s intention.

It is often said that a great landscape image is made by what the photographer chooses to leave out of the frame, as much as the elements they include. Great landscape photographers know what they want to convey about a given scene—and will often visit a location multiple times before any shooting even takes place. They can pre-visualize how light might transform a scene at different times of the day and year, and know which elements of the scene they want to include, and how they will arrange them within the frame.

Allied to a deep understanding of natural light, the landscape photographer requires vision, exceptional technical ability, and a natural eye for composition. For those that it grabs, landscape photography is both exceptionally rewarding and challenging in almost equal measure!
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A distilled element

A landscape photograph can be a panoramic vista, an isolated element within a broader scene, or a small detail within the scene. Images that show the essence of a location, by distilling it down into its essential elements, can be much more powerful than broad, cluttered vistas that try to cram everything in.
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