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Introduction

This is just about one of the most clichéd things I could say, but right now, wherever you are in the world, you are surrounded by many potentially amazing photographic opportunities—all you have to do is see and not just look.

I witness many people looking without seeing, but with this book I hope to change the way that you view the world, giving you a perspective that allows you to see things. For example, until I became “serious” about photography I never really noticed just how beautifully made a lot of movies and TV programs are. A good videographer will be adept at using bokeh, time lapse, tilt-shift, or close-ups, to name just a few techniques. The more you see, the more you will realize that your favorite TV dramas and movies utilize the exact same techniques that you can use as a photographer to create stunning scenes.

But let’s get off the couch and stop watching TV—it’s time to get some proper exercise for your eyes. Just as your body will deteriorate if you don’t head to the gym on a regular basis, so too will your ability to see a photo if you don’t dedicate yourself to getting out there and taking pictures. While you might not start out taking the greatest photos in the first few months, do not give up trying—the eye needs to be trained, and there really is only one way to do this.
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ELECTRIC ANGLES



The lines and geometry created by an electricity pylon can be used as a striking design element.
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LOST SOUL



This photo shows a woman seated on the ground, with two umbrellas abandoned in the foreground. The woman sits rather like Cinderella after midnight has passed.
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AS DULL AS DITCH WATER?



With a little creativity this puddle was turned into something altogether more colorful.

Once you’re out of the house, look around for photo opportunities. You don’t need to look far. Your front door could make a good frame for a portrait. Or how about that brick wall you pass by every day and don’t really notice anymore? That wall might have great texture and repeating patterns that could be used as a background or an abstract shot in its own right.

A little farther down the street you might get to that electricity pylon that you thought was an eyesore, but look closer: Is there an angle that will enable you to take a striking shot using the pylon’s natural geometry?

Then there’s that puddle again. It’s just a puddle, right? Wrong! Water can create great reflections, and when used correctly will make a super shot.

This is just the start, and despite traveling only a few yards from your house you should already have your eyes wide open, starting to see the beauty in the world around you.
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