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FOREWORD

About This Series
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Photography is what I do and have done for most of my life, and like any professional, I work at it, trying to improve my skills and my ideas. I actually enjoy sharing all of this, because I love photography and want as many people as possible to do it—but do it well. This includes learning why good photographs work and where they fit in the history of the craft.

This series of books is inspired by the structure of a college course, and of the benefits of a collective learning environment. Here, we’re setting out to teach the fundamentals of photography in a foundational course, before moving on to teach specialist areas—much as a student would study a set first-year course before moving on to studying elective subjects of their own choosing.

The goal of these books is not only to instruct and educate, but also to motivate and inspire. Toward that end, many of the topics will be punctuated by a challenge to get out and shoot under a specific scenario, demonstrating and practicing the skills that were covered in the preceding sections. Further, we feature the work of several real-life photography students as they respond to these challenges themselves. As they discuss and I review their work, we hope to make the material all the more approachable and achievable.

For you, the reader, this series provides, I hope, a thorough education in photography, not just allowing you to shoot better pictures, but also to gain the same in-depth knowledge that degree students and professionals do, and all achieved through exercises that are at the same time fun and educational. That is why we’ve also built a website for this series, to which I encourage you to post your responses to the shooting challenges for feedback from your peers. You’ll find the website at www.mfphotoschool.com
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Student Profiles

 

Guido Jeurissen
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Born on the 19th of August, 1992, in Rotterdam, Holland, Guido Jeurissen is a young and learning photographer, filmmaker and musician. Even though Guido Jeurissen’s work is a combination of a very wide range of styles, his personal style is often defined as “raw” and “documentary.”

When Guido was admitted in 2010 to the Dutch art school Willem de Kooning Academie in Rotterdam, he started a study on filmmaking called Audio Visual Design. Even though his study is primarily based on filmmaking, he also learned a lot about photography.

Recently, Guido has been focusing much more on photography. He went back to the basics, and started working in dark rooms with black-and-white film. It’s here where he noticed that the essence of photography is in the subject and not the picture itself. Black and white was the ultimate tool to do this. He loves the way analog black-and -white photography concentrates on the subject so much more, and how the background of an image is so much less distracting.

Black and white, however, is not the only thing for him. Guido has never forgotten about how color can make an image very powerful. The saturation of some colors can strengthen the image a lot—which he has been exploring with software like Adobe Photoshop and Adobe Lightroom.

Guido’s creative mind is best shown in his videos, which can sometimes be absurd and surrealistic. His work has been exhibited at the International Film Festival Rotterdam (IFFR), Stukfest Festival Rotterdam, ASVOFF fashion Film Festival in Barcelona, and has been published on various websites.

For more about Guido’s work, please visit www.bolsoverphotos.com You can contact Guido at www.guidojeurissen.com



Faith Kashefska-Lefever
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On top of being a mother and a wife, Faith is a freelance photographer and photo restorer, and very passionate about both. Her restoration work includes repairing and coloring old photographs. “It is my way of helping old memories stay alive, and preserving pieces of family history,” she says. “I love to use my photography as a way to show a different point of view, as well as to show the beauty in everything and everyone. I am always asking, ‘If a photo is worth a thousand words, what would you like yours to say?’”

Faith’s education comes from two places: NYIP (New York Institute of Photography) and herself. If she is not snapping pictures or working on a restoration, she usually has her face in a book learning something new. All of her post-processing and digital manipulation is self taught.

To see more of Faith’s work, check out www.fklgz.com



Dan Goetsch
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Dan Goetsch was born and raised in Fort Collins, Colorado. He eventually ended up hitting the ground running in the IT world just after college and life has been an adventure ever since. Through his work, Dan has had the opportunity to do a good amount of travel, which led him to relocate to the west coast. He found his new home in Portland, Oregon where he spent 5 years, and picked up his first digital SLR camera along with a passion for photography. He is a self-taught photographer who has gone from Auto mode to Manual and enjoyed every minute of the journey as he continues to learn and explore the craft. His superhero mantra would be “IT nerd by day, photographer by nights and weekends.”

After living in the Pacific Northwest for a while, he eventually grew homesick and took an opportunity to relocate back to Colorado where he currently resides. He always looks for an opportunity to learn something new about the trade, and is always looking for a challenge.

Dan’s passion for photography continues to grow stronger every day, and he looks forward to sharing his love of it with the world.

You can see his work at www.danielgphotography.com



Johnny Chang
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Johnny’s love of photography was born out of his penchant for observation: from watching busy executives scurrying about the office or ants raiding a fallen popsicle, to light shining through a dusty room. A camera in his hand, circa 2009, was a natural extension. It’s brought him the joy of discovering new places and the hidden beauty of everything.

Never limited to a genre, Johnny’s style is constantly evolving. He strives to see many different perspectives, from high to low, without fear of being stepped on in the process. One constant is his fascination with light: from its role in perceptions to its duality in physics. Johnny takes advantage of light and how it can reveal, yet at the same time deceive and mystify. To him, it is a valuable tool in crafting a visual journey. His inquisitive nature enables an intricate relationship with the inner workings of the camera, the lens, and the light. When his interest is piqued, he won’t stop until he finds the right path—through a multitude of exposures, lighting manipulations, or processing directions.

When Johnny is not looking through a viewfinder, he is practicing electrical engineering near his hometown of Scaggsville, Maryland.

You can view more of his work at: http://eruditass-photography.blogspot.com
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