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INTRODUCTION

I was sipping a quick livener on Brighton Pier before an afternoon at the races back in May 2011 when I got a call to write a book about Spurs. It seemed like a good idea on that balmy afternoon, but the reality was a lot of long miserable nights with writer’s block during the subsequent winter. The researching and re-reading of Spurs’ fine history was fun, but it’s an altogether different proposition turning it into something readable, vaguely witty and interesting.

The backdrop to writing the book was the fascinating 2011/12 season, when Spurs went from early disasters to one of the best runs in their history, only to then collapse before a final late rally taking them to the precipice of Champions League qualification, which they only missed out on when a German team lost a penalty shoot-out.

No medals, but for me a season to remember, and something in keeping with the triumphs and disasters that have marked the club’s history since 1882. Give me a season where something happens over one of those terrible seasons between 1991 and 2005, when Spurs failed to finish inside the top or bottom six on any occasion.

Football – or more accurately, being a supporter – changed immeasurably over those years. The self-effacing terrace fun of the early fanzine era is often now replaced by a humourless cult of angry faces in expensive all-seater stadia, as the marketing of modern football ramps up the faux-importance of the game, and creates the illusion that all the worthwhile prizes are out of the reach of most of the fans most of the time.

Structured in a series of lists, this book takes a step back and remembers it’s all a bit of fun. It remembers the triumphs and disasters along the way for the famous Lilywhites, and treats those two impostors just the same. The very best and the very worst of Spurs and, I hope, some of the fun that makes it all worthwhile.

An allegiance to a football club is a journey, a shared experience with pals over time. This book is for those who travel hopefully and don’t take it too seriously.
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