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            Preface

         

         ‘Trust  me,  I’m  a  doctor’   has been the message of the medical fraternity down the ages. And impressed by their apparent ability to understand the hidden mysteries of the body, and the even more hidden matters of the mind, the vast majority of people have indeed trusted them. Patients have been amazingly patient, acting as human ‘guinea pigs’, submitting themselves to the knife, to noxious medicines, to ordeals of both a physical and a psychological nature.
         

         But how much do doctors really know? And how often is the patient’s trust abused by quacks or incompetents? Robert M. Youngson and Ian Schott have produced a gripping selection of the worst frauds, blunders and abuses perpetrated over the centuries in the name of medicine - a horribly fascinating account of wrong thinking and wrongdoing from the Ancient Greeks to the wilder shores of the contemporary medical scene.
         

         Robert M. Youngson, a doctor himself, says that although doctors are in general more careful than other people, cases of mishap and malpractice, from wrong dosages to the removal of perfectly healthy parts of the body, do occur in everyday medicine, while professional arrogance and ambition have led to transgressions from some of the most eminent names in the medical research field. Ian Schott is an experienced investigative journalist, who makes it his business to uncover fraud and expose incompetence. Occasionally names and details have had to be altered to protect patients still living who would not wish to be identified, but all the stories included in the book are true, in that the events actually happened, and many have been previously reported in the medical press.
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