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PREFACE

Welcome to the sometimes-weird world of the amateur domestic bird keeper.

I’m a writer who has spent the last fourteen years sharing a rural Kentish back garden with my wife, a dog, a cat and an ever-changing flock of chickens. More recently, this space has grown busier, with the arrival of Indian Runner ducks and a fluctuating colony of doves. The surprising, sometimes moving and often funny ways they reacted to us, and each other, lie at the heart of this book. Charting their arrivals, lives, enthusiasms, fears and exits also drives the story it contains. If you’ve thought about keeping hens or other domestic birds – as thousands of people have in recent years – I hope Doing Bird will show you what this can be like; and, if you’re there already, that you’ll get a feeling of recognition.

This book covers the story of a year spent as a bird keeper in a domestic setting: the social and seasonal expansions, contractions, comings and goings that the human and animal occupants of our home experienced over that time. Some episodes are based on events that happened in earlier years; sometimes I’ve ferreted about in our recent history to expand on them. This means that some of the birds or animals we’ve owned, but who are no longer with us, put in the odd appearance too.

Ultimately, writing Doing Bird felt like taking a trip over the recent past, and I enjoyed the journey. I hope you do too.
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