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‘It is like reading P. G. Wodehouse on acid or Monty Python on Valium; calmly surreal . . . The Pleasure of My Company displays a surprising sensitivity. This is light-hearted, quick-witted slapstick; innocent and playful, original and funny . . . a lot of fun’

Will Hammond, Observer

‘The book succeeds as a light comic novel and there are a number of set pieces . . . where Martin uses Daniels’ obsessive compulsiveness to great comic effect’

David Baddiel, The Times

‘Although he has written another fable about the transforming power of love, Martin keeps the sentimentality in check . . . the tragic subtext is balanced by slapstick that makes you laugh out loud’

Mark Sanderson, Sunday Telegraph

‘It is often laugh-out-loud funny: Daniel’s OCD (which he never refers to by name) enables his observations to be sharply ingenuous, a viable vehicle for the author’s wit . . . deftly sustained and thoroughly enjoyable’

Dominic Maxwell, Time Out

‘You know the dark side is there because of the enormous craft in his writing . . . His first novel, Shopgirl, was a strangely poignant bestseller . . . his new book, The Pleasure of My Company, is a much more ambitious novel because there are so many threads that weave together on every page. Its hero, Daniel, is another rather hopeless person, alienated, fixated, neurotic . . . Yet Martin creates a picture of a man who is not crazy but very real and looking for love’

Chrissy Iley, Sunday Times

‘Steve Martin is one of the funniest comedians and actors of his generation, and his second novel proves that he’s no mean writer, either . . . highly entertaining’

Red magazine

‘What Martin has done is to create a distinct, believable and very strange character’

Brandon Robshaw, Independent on Sunday

‘Steve Martin’s novel puts an arithomatic, obsessive-compulsive kook on centre-stage and manages to make the reader fall in love with him. Many comedians try to write novels: Martin’s consummate and kindly work proves he can’

Scotland on Sunday

‘A funny, tender study of neurotic-but-nice Daniel . . . every bit as amusing and compulsive as its creator’

Sainsbury’s magazine

‘A highly original and moving story of a damaged childhood’

Sunday Mirror


To my mother and father


the pleasure of my company

steve martin
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If I can get from here to the pillar box

If I can get from here to the lamp-post

If I can get from here to the front gate

before a car comes round the corner . . .

Carolyn Murray will come to tea

Carolyn Murray will love me too

Carolyn Murray will marry me

But only if I get from here to there

before a car comes round the corner . . .

–MICK GOWAR, FROM OXFORD’S ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF POETRY FOR CHILDREN
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