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‘This attractive book escapes the dangers of whimsy or sentimentality through the precision with which Johnson recalls the detail of life in the Potteries during the hard years leading up to the Second World War … The reader will find plenty to explain his impressive talents … It is to be hoped he will give an equally beguiling account, even if it cannot be as serene, of his adolescence and later years’

Sarah Curtis, TLS

‘His childhood … is as touching as it is lyrical’

Jilly Cooper, Daily Telegraph

‘This neat, well-turned narrative is thrown together with the dexterity and assurance you would expect from a man who grew up among some of the greatest potters of his day and underpinned by a prophetic sense of changing times’

Andrew Barrow, Spectator

‘His sketches are charmingly done, and … give us an idea of what the Potteries must have looked like before the old technology was superseded … His own piety has not destroyed his sense of humour, for this is a funny book as well as a touching one’

Nicholas Bagnall, Sunday Telegraph

‘As an evocation of the lost world of 1930s industrial Britain, it would be hard to better’

Peter Stanford, Independent

‘Very passionate and vivid … splendidly illustrated by the author in pen and wash. Any family historian with industrial roots is likely to find this captivating book a welcome and valuable addition to their bookshelf’

Paul Gaskell, Family History Monthly

‘The autobiographical equivalent of a rich oil painting … an affectionate and vivid portrait of a lost age’

Catherine Pepinster, The Tablet

THE VANISHED LANDSCAPE

A 1930s Childhood in the Potteries
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With illustrations by the author in pen and wash
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