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Chronology of Swinburne’s Life



	Year

	Age

	Life




	1836

	

	Marriage of Captain Charles Henry Swinburne and Lady Jane Hamilton




	1837

	

	(5 April) Birth of Algernon Charles Swinburne at 7 Chester Street, Grosvenor Place, London, the eldest of six children




	 

	 

	 




	1848

	11

	Swinburne prepared for Eton by Rev. Foster Fenwick, Vicar of Brook, Isle of Wight




	1849

	12

	Arrives at Eton. Writes tragedy The Unhappy Revenge. Visits Wordsworth with parents




	 

	 

	 




	1852

	15

	Wins Prince Consort’s Prize for Modern Languages




	1853

	16

	Leaves Eton. Sent to Cambo, Northumberland to be prepared for Oxford by Rev. John Wilkinson




	1855

	18

	Tutored by Rev. Russell Woodford, Kempsford, Glos. Visits Germany with uncle




	1856

	19

	(23 Jan.) Enters Balliol College, Oxford. Becomes member of the Old Mortality Society, an intellectual group founded by John Nichol




	1857

	20

	Essays and poems in Undergraduate Papers, journal of Old Mortality. Fails to win the Newdigate poetry prize. Meets Morris, Jones and D. G. Rossetti at work decorating the Oxford Union




	1858

	21

	(Jan.) Visits Tennyson at Farringford. Gains a second in Oxford Moderations examination; wins the Taylorian Scholarship in June




	1859

	22

	Fails Classics examination and sent to read modern history with Rev. William Stubbs in Essex




	1860

	23

	(May) Returns to Oxford and passes Classics examination, but leaves after withdrawing from his finals. Moves to London and publishes verse-plays Rosamond and The Queen Mother




	1861

	24

	Visits Mentone and Italy. Given £400 p.a. by his father to pursue a literary career in London.




	 

	 

	 




	1862

	25

	Poetry and essays in The Spectator, including review of Baudelaire’s Les Fleurs du Mal




	1863

	26

	Takes up residence with Rossetti at Tudor House, Cheyne Walk, Chelsea. Develops close friendship with the painter Simeon Solomon. Death of favourite sister, Edith. Begins Atalanta in Calydon




	1864

	27

	Travels in Italy and meets Landor. Leaves Tudor House.




	1865

	28

	(March) Atalanta in Calydon. Family move to ‘Holmwood’, Oxfordshire. (June.) Marriage of Mary Gordon. (Nov.) Chastelard: A Tragedy




	1866

	29

	Poems and Ballads published by Moxon’s, withdrawn, and then republished by John Camden Hotten. Notes on Poems and Reviews to address the critical furore




	1867

	30

	Meets Mazzini and is encouraged to write poems for the cause of Italian liberty. Has brief affair with the circus-rider Adah Menken




	1868

	31

	William Blake: A Critical Essay




	 

	 

	 




	1871

	34

	Songs before Sunrise. Severe illness resulting from alcoholism. His father removes him to Holmwood to recuperate




	1872

	35

	Returns to London and replies to Robert Buchanan’s attack on himself and Rossetti (‘The Fleshly School of Poetry’) in Under the Microscope.




	1874

	37

	Bothwell: A Tragedy




	 

	 

	 




	1875

	38

	George Chapman: A Critical Essay, Songs of Two Nations, Essays and Studies




	1876

	39

	Second classical verse drama Erectheus: A Tragedy




	 

	 

	 




	1877

	40

	A Note on Charlotte Brontë. Death of Admiral Swinburne. A Year’s Letters (later known as Love’s Cross-Currents) appears in serial form 




	1878

	41

	Poems and Ballads: Second Series




	1879

	42

	Swinburne now severely ill from alcoholism. (Sept.) Moves into No. 2 The Pines, Putney with Theodore Watts (Watts-Dunton after 1896) where he spends the rest of his life




	1880

	43

	Songs of the Springtides, Studies in Song, The Heptalogia




	1881

	44

	Mary Stuart: A Tragedy




	1882

	45

	Tristram of Lyonesse and Other Poems. Visits Hugo in Paris accompanied by Watts




	 

	 

	 




	1883

	46

	A Century of Roundels




	 

	 

	 




	1884

	47

	A Midsummer Holiday and Other Poems




	 

	 

	 




	1885

	48

	Marino Faliero (drama)




	 

	 

	 




	1886

	49

	Miscellanies and A Study of Victor Hugo




	 

	 

	 




	1887

	50

	Locrine: A Tragedy




	1888

	51

	Attacks Whistler in an article ‘Mr Whistler’s Lecture on Art’




	1889

	52

	Poems and Ballads: Third Series




	1892

	55

	The Sisters: A Tragedy (contemporary drama). Death of General Disney Leith




	1893

	56

	Mary Disney Leith visits and corresponds




	1894

	57

	Astrophel and Other Poems, Studies in Prose and poetry




	 

	 

	 




	1896

	59

	The Tale of Balen. Death of mother




	1899

	62

	Rosamund, Queen of the Lombards




	 

	 

	 




	1903

	63

	Suffers first attack of pneumonia




	1904

	67

	A Channel Passage and Other Poems




	 

	 

	 




	1905

	68

	Love’s Cross-Currents. Watts-Dunton marries his secretary Clara Reich




	1907

	70

	Refuses honorary degree from Oxford




	 

	 

	 




	1908

	71

	The Age of Shakespeare, The Duke of Gandia




	 

	 

	 




	1909

	72

	(10 April) Dies from pneumonia at The Pines

(15 April) Buried at Bonchurch, Isle of Wight






Chronology of his Times



	Year

	Artistic Events

	Historical Events




	1832

	Tennyson, Poems

	First Reform Act




	 

	 

	 




	1837

	Carlyle, French Revolution

	Accession of Queen Victoria




	1842

	Tennyson, Poems

	Chartist Riots




	1845

	Browning, Dramatic Romances and Lyrics

	Famine in Ireland (45–51)




	1848

	Formation of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood

	Democratic revolutions in France, Germany, Austria, Poland and parts of Italy




	1849

	Arnold, The Strayed Reveller

	




	1850

	Wordsworth, The Prelude

	Death of Wordsworth




	 

	 

	 




	1855

	Tennyson, Maud, and Other Poems

	




	1856

	Morris and Burne-Jones, The Oxford & Cambridge Magazine

Barrett Browning, Aurora Leigh

	




	1857

	Baudelaire, Les Fleurs du Mal

	Indian Mutiny




	1858

	Morris, The Defence of Guenevere

	Orsini fails to assassinate Napoleon III




	 

	 

	 




	1859

	Tennyson, Idylls of the King

	Pope refuses to renounce temporal power




	1860

	Collins, The Woman in White

	




	1861

	D. G. Rossetti, The Early Italian Poets

Death of Elizabeth Barrett Browning

	Death of Prince Albert; American Civil War begins




	1862

	Christina Rossetti, Goblin Market

Death of Elizabeth Siddal

	




	 

	 

	 




	1864

	Browning, Dramatis Personae

	Kingsley-Newman controversy; Death of Landor




	1865

	Arnold, Essays in Criticism

	American Civil War ends




	 

	 

	 




	1866

	Christina Rossetti, The Prince’s Progress

	




	 

	 

	 




	1867

	Arnold, New Poems

Death of Baudelaire

	Second Reform Act




	 

	 

	 




	1868

	Browning, The Ring and the Book

	Gladstone succeeds Disraeli as prime minister




	1870

	D. G. Rossetti, Poems

	Franco-Prussian War (70–72); Elementary Education Act




	1871

	Christina Rossetti,SingSong

	Paris Commune; King Victor Emmanuel ruler of a fully united Italy




	1872

	George Eliot, Middlemarch

Tennyson, Poems

	




	1874

	Hardy, Far From the Madding Crowd

	Disraeli prime minister




	1875

	Christina Rossetti, Poems

	




	1876

	George Eliot, Daniel Deronda

	Victoria proclaimed Empress of India




	 

	 

	 




	1878

	Hardy, The Return of the Native

	Whistler versus Ruskin




	 

	 

	 




	1880

	Deaths of Eliot and Flaubert

	Gladstone prime minister




	1881

	D. G. Rossetti, Ballads and Sonnets

	Death of Disraeli; Married Woman’s Property Act




	1882

	Christina Rossetti, Poems, New Series

Death of D. G. Rossetti

	




	1883

	Meredith, Poems and Lyrics

	Fabian Society founded




	1884

	Browning, Ferishtah’s Fancies

	Third Reform Act




	1885

	Tennyson, Tiresias and Other Poems

	Salisbury prime minister




	1886

	Kipling, Departmental Ditties

	Gladstone’s defeat on Home Rule for Ireland




	 

	 

	 




	1888

	Death of Arnold

	




	 

	 

	 




	1889

	Death of Browning

	 




	1892

	Symons, Silhouettes

Death of Tennyson

	Gladstone prime minister




	1894

	Deaths of Christina Rossetti and Pater

	Rosebery prime minister




	1895

	Hardy, Jude the Obscure

	Trials of Wilde




	1896

	Death of Morris

	 




	1899

	Symons, The Symbolist Movement in Literature

	Boer War (1899–1902)




	1901

	

	Death of Queen Victoria; Accession of Edward VII




	 

	 

	 




	1905

	

	Campbell-Bannerman prime minister




	1907

	Kipling awarded Nobel Prize

	




	1908

	

	Asquith prime minister




	1908

	Death of Meredith

	




	 

	 

	 




	1910

	

	Death of Edward VII
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