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Chronology of Ralegh’s Life





	Year

	Age

	Life




	 
	 
	 



	1554

	 
	Born at Hayes, Devon, his father’s youngest son by his second wife, herself the mother of two older boys by a previous marriage




	 
	 
	 



	1572

	18

	At Oriel College, Oxford, where he probably spent three years in all




	 
	 
	 



	1575

	21

	At the Inns of Court, London, transferring from Lyon’s Inn to the Middle Temple




	 
	 
	 



	1576

	22

	First appearance in print: the commendatory poem for The Steel Glass by George Gascoigne, a friend of his half-brother, Sir Humphrey Gilbert





	 
	 
	 



	1578

	24

	Captains a ship in Gilbert’s unsuccessful attempt to discover the Northwest Passage to China




	 
	 
	 



	1580

	26

	Military service in Ireland under the Lord Deputy, Lord Gray. Present at the slaughterous siege of Smerwick and returns to London with papers retrieved there




	 
	 
	 



	1581

	27

	Returns briefly to Ireland; probable first meeting with Edmund Spenser. Back in London by end of year




	 
	 
	 



	1582

	28

	In favour with Elizabeth I; accompanies the Duke of Anjou on his return to Antwerp




	 
	 
	 



	1583

	29

	Granted profitable patent to license retailers of wine




	 
	 
	 



	1584

	30

	Granted patent to seek new lands, and sponsors first voyage to America; also given a patent for broadcloth export. Sits in his first Parliament





	 
	 
	 



	1585

	31

	Knighted by Elizabeth. First attempt to establish colony in ‘Virginia’ (North Carolina). Appointed Steward of the Duchy of Cornwall and Warden of the Stannaries (Cornish tin 





	 
	 
	 



	1586

	32

	Grant of considerable lands in Ireland. Member of Parliament again. Becomes Captain of the Queen’s Guard about this time




	 
	 
	 



	1587

	33

	Lord Lieutenant of Cornwall; still occupied with colonization project for ‘Virginia’




	 
	 
	 



	1588

	34

	Marries Elizabeth Throckmorton without the Queen’s knowledge. Serves in the English Channel against the Spanish Armada




	 
	 
	 



	1589

	35

	Withdraws from the Virginia colony project. Visits Ireland briefly, meets with Spenser and brings him to court at end of year




	 
	 
	 



	1591

	37

	Charged with responsibility of defence against Spanish attack. His kinsman, Sir Richard Grenville, dies on the Revenge in battle against the Spaniards and is commemorated in a tract on the encounter by Ralegh





	 
	 
	 



	1592

	38

	Elizabeth learns of Ralegh’s marriage, summons him back from a privateering expedition and puts both him and his wife in the Tower of London for a couple of months





	 
	 
	 



	1593

	39

	Serves once more as Member of Parliament. Birth of his son Walter




	 
	 
	 



	1594

	40

	Elizabeth authorizes his continuing ventures against Spain




	 
	 
	 



	1595

	41

	Voyage to ‘Guiana’ – the Orinoco basin




	 
	 
	 



	1596

	42

	Publishes The Discovery … of Guiana; with Essex in storming of Cadiz





	 
	 
	 



	1597

	43

	Resumes his duties as Captain of the Guard; takes part in unsuccessful raiding voyage to the Azores; seizes the island of Fayal





	 
	 
	 



	1598

	44

	Member of Parliament again




	 
	 
	 



	1600

	46

	Made Governor of Jersey




	 
	 
	 



	1601

	47

	Sits (for last time) in Parliament




	 
	 
	 



	1603

	49

	Loses his patents and offices on accession of James. Convicted of high treason on no evidence; death sentence commuted to imprisonment




	 
	 
	 



	1603–

	49–

	 



	 
	 
	 



	1616

	62

	A prisoner in the Tower of London, occupied in chemical and pharmacological experiments, in writing and in a successful campaign to win favour with James’s consort, Anne of Denmark, and their eldest son, Prince Henry





	 
	 
	 



	1614

	60

	Ralegh’s History of the World published and suppressed by James





	 
	 
	 



	1616

	62

	Released from the Tower to prepare for an expedition to Guiana




	 
	 
	 



	1617

	63

	The Guiana voyage proves disastrous. Ralegh loses his son Walter




	 
	 
	 



	1618

	64

	On his return home, put under arrest. Attempts escape to France. The death sentence of 1603 is revived. Executed 29 October
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