
      
      
         [image: Cover Image]

      
   
      
      Everyman’s Poetry
      

      
      Everyman, I will go with thee, and be thy guide

      
      Alexander Pope

      
      Selected and edited by Douglas Brooks-Davies

      [image: image]

      
      Contents


      Title Page
      
      
     
      Chronology of Pope’s Life

      
      Chronology of his Times

      
      Introduction

      
      Windsor-Forest

      
      The Rape of the Lock

      
      Eloisa to Abelard

      
      Elegy to the Memory of an Unfortunate Lady

      
      Of Taste: An Epistle to the Right Honourable Richard, Earl of Burlington

      
      An Epistle from Mr Pope to Dr Arbuthnot

      
      Of the Characters of Women: An Epistle to a Lady

      
      from The Dunciad, in Four Books


      Book 1

      Book 4

      
      Notes

      Note on the Author and Editor

      Copyright

      
   
      
      

      In loving memory of my mother, Peggy,
      

      
      matrum optima

      
      23 November 1913–12 January 1996

   
      
      Chronology of Pope’s Life

      
      


         
            
            	Year    

            
            	Age

            
            	Life

            
         


        
         
            
            	1688

            
            	 

            
            	21 May, born in London to Edith and Alexander

            
         

         
         
            
            	c. 1697

            
            	9

            
            	At school at Twyford, near Winchester

            
         

         
         
            
            	c. 1698

            
            	10

            
            	At Mr Deane’s school, Marylebone, London

            
         

         
         
            
            	c. 1700

            
            	12

            
            	Family moves to Binfield, near Windsor, Berkshire

            
         

         
         
            
            	c. 1704

            
            	16

            
            	In London learning French and Italian

            
         

         
         
            
            	c. 1705

            
            	17

            
            	Begins acquaintance with London literary scene

            
         

         
         
            
            	1709

            
            	20

            
            	2 May, Pastorals published in Tonson’s Poetical Miscellanies; already knows Teresa and Martha Blount

            
         

         
         
            
            	1711

            
            	22

            
            	15 May, An Essay on Criticism

            
         

         
         
            
            	1712

            
            	23–4

            
            	14 May, Messiah published in The Spectator; 20 May, first version of The Rape of the Lock; Pope acquainted with Swift, Gay, Parnell, Arbuthnot (the Scriblerus Club)

            
         

         
         
            
            	1713

            
            	24–5

            
            	7 March, Windsor-Forest; October, proposals for Iliad translation issued; Pope already intimate with Edward Harley, Earl of Oxford and Henry St John, Viscount Bolingbroke

            
         

         
         
            
            	1714

            
            	25

            
            	4 March, 5-canto version of The Rape of the Lock published

            
         

         
         
            
            	1715

            
            	26–7

            
            	February, The Temple of Fame; 6 June, Iliad, vol. 1; gets to know Lady Mary Wortley Montagu

            
         

         
         
            
            	1716

            
            	27

            
            	22 March, Iliad, vol. 2; enmity with publisher Edmund Curll; April, family move from Binfield to Chiswick, London

            
         

         
         
            
            	1717

            
            	29

            
            	3 June, Iliad, vol. 3 and Works (containing Eloisa to Abelard and Elegy to the Memory of an Unfortunate Lady); 23 October, death of father

            
         

         
         
            
            	1718

            
            	30

            
            	28 June, Iliad, vol. 4; moves with aged mother to neo-Palladian villa on Thames at Twickenham, Middlesex

            
         

         
         
            
            	1720

            
            	31

            
            	12 May, Iliad, vols 5 and 6

            
         

         
         
            
            	1723

            
            	34

            
            	January, edn of Works of John Sheffield, Duke of Buckingham, published but seized by government on suspicion of pro-Jacobite bias; early May, testifies
               before House of Lords on behalf of Bishop of Rochester (Atterbury), accused of Jacobitism

            
         

         
         
            
            	1725

            
            	36

            
            	12 March, edn of Shakespeare (6 vols); 23 April, The Odyssey trans., vols 1–3

            
         

         
         
            
            	1726

            
            	37–

            
            	March, Lewis Theobald secures Pope’s enmity with attack on Pope’s Shakespeare; June, The Odyssey trans., vols 4–5; visit from Swift

            
         

         
         
            
            	1727

            
            	39

            
            	June, Pope–Swift Miscellanies in Verse and Prose, vols 1–2; another Swift visit

            
         

         
         
            
            	1728

            
            	39

            
            	8 March, Pope–Swift Miscellanies. The Last Volume; 18 May, The Dunciad. An Heroic Poem. In Three Books

            
         

         
         
            
            	1729

            
            	40

            
            	10 April, The Dunciad Variorum

            
         

         
         
            
            	1731

            
            	43

            
            	December, Of Taste: An Epistle to the Right Honourable Richard, Earl of Burlington (becomes Moral Essay 4)

            
         

         
         
            
            	1732

            
            	44

            
            	4 October, Pope–Swift Miscellanies. The Third Volume

            
         

         
         
            
            	1733

            
            	44–5

            
            	15 January, Of the Use of Riches: An Epistle to the Right Honourable Allen, Lord Bathurst (Moral Essay 3); 15 February, The First Satire of the Second Book of Horace, Imitated; February–May, AnEssayonMan, Epistles 1–3; 7 June, deathof mother

            
         

         
         
            
            	1734

            
            	45–6

            
            	16 January, An Epistle to the Right Honourable Richard, Lord Viscount Cobham (Moral Essay 1); 24 January, AnEssayonMan, Epistle 4; 4 July, Imitations of Horace, Satires 2.2; 28 December, Sober Advice from Horace

            
         

         
         
            
            	1735

            
            	46

            
            	2 February, AnEpistlefromMrPopetoDr Arbuthnot; 8 February, Of the Characters of Women:AnEpistletoaLady (Moral Essay 2); 23 April, Works, vol. 2; 12 May, Curll’s edn of Pope’s Letters

            
         

         
         
            
            	1737

            
            	48–9

            
            	28 April, Imitations of Horace, Epistle 2.2; 19 May, own edition of Letters; 25 May, Imitations of Horace, Epistle 2.1

            
         

         
         
            
            	1738

            
            	49–50

            
            	23 January, Imitations of Horace, Epistle 1.6; 1
 March, Imitations of Horace, Satire 2.6; 7 March, Imitations of Horace, Epistle 1.1; 16 May, One Thousand Seven Hundred and Thirty-Eight. A Dialogue Something like Horace; 22 June, The Universal Prayer; 18 July, One Thousand Seven Hundred and Thirty-Eight. Dialogue 2

            
         

         
         
         
            
            	1739

            
            	51

            
            	November (to February 1740) begins series of winter stays with Ralph Allen at Prior Park, Bath

            
         

         
         
            
            	1740

            
            	51

            
            	April, beginning of Pope’s friendship with William Warburton, Bishop of Gloucester

            
         

         
         
            
            	1742

            
            	53

            
            	20 March, The New Dunciad

            
         

         
         
            
            	1743

            
            	55

            
            	29 October, The Dunciad, in Four Books

            
         

         
         
            
            	1744

            
            	56

            
            	30 May, death of Pope

            
         

         
         
         
      

   
      
      Chronology of his Times

      
      







         
         
            
            	Year

            
            	Cultural Context

            
            	Historical Events

            
         

         
         
            
            	1688

            
            	Death of John Bunyan

            
            	Glorious Revolution: James II deposed; accession of William of Orange (William III)

            
         

         
         
            
            	1689

            
            	John Locke, Treatise on Civil Government

            
            	James II in Ireland; Scottish Jacobites defeated at Killiecrankie

            
         

         
         
            
            	1690

            
            	Locke, Essay Concerning Human Understanding

            
            	James II defeated by William III at Battle of Boyne

            
         

         
         
            
            	1694

            
            	Purcell, Te Deum and Jubilate

            
            	Death of QueenMary; Bank of England founded

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Congreve, Double Dealer

            
            	 

            
         


         
         
            
            	1697

            
            	Birth of Hogarth

            
            	Treaty of Ryswyck (England, France, Holland, Spain); Peter the Great of Russia visits England

            
         

         
         
            
            	1698

            
            	Vanbrugh, The Provoked Wife

            
            	George Lewis becomes Elector of Hanover (later English King George I)

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Fenelon, Telemague

            
            	 

            
         


         
         
            
            	1700

            
            	Death of John Dryden

            
            	First American protest against slavery

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Congreve, The Way of the World

            
            	 

            
         


         
         
            
            	1701

            
            	Steele, The Christian Hero

            
            	Act of Settlement; War of Spanish Succession begins; Yale College founded, New Haven, Conn.

            
         

         
         
            
            	1702

            
            	First English daily newspaper

            
            	Death of William III; accession of Anne

            
         

 
 
          
            
            	 

            
            	Daniel Defoe, Shortest Way with Dissenters (D in pillory)

            
            	 

            
         

        
         
         
         
            
            	1704

            
            	Swift, Battle of the Books, Tale of a Tub

            
            	Duke of Marlborough defeats French at Bleinheim

            
         

 
          
            
            	 

            
            	Newton, Optics

            
            	 

            
         


 
         
         
            
            	1705

            
            	Mandeville, Fable of the Bees

            
            	Parliament has Whig majority

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Vanbrugh begins Blenheim Palace

            
            	 

            
         




         
            
            	1707

            
            	Farquar, The Beaux Stratagem

            
            	Union of England, Wales and Scotland as Great Britain

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Watts, Hymns

            
            	 

         



         
            
            	 

            
            	London Society of Antiquaries

            
            	 

            
         



         
         
            
            	1709

            
            	Berkeley, A New Theory of Vision

            
            	Marlborough defeats French at Malplaquet; Peter the Great defeats Charles XII of Sweden at Poltava

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Steele, The Tatler (to 1711)

            
            	 

            
         


         
         
            
            	1710

            
            	Handel, Rinaldo (opera) Berkeley, Principles of Human Knowledge

            
            	English South Sea Company formed; Whig ministry falls; Tories form ministry under Harley and St

            
         

         
         
            
            	1711

            
            	Shaftesbury, Characteristics

            
            	Marlborough dismissed

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Steele and Addison, The Spectator

            
            	 

            
         


         
         
            
            	1712

            
            	Arbuthnot, History of John Bull

            
            	St John becomes Viscount Bolingbroke; last English execution for witchcraft; Peace Congress begins at Utrecht

            
         

         
         
            
            	1713

            
            	Addison and Steele, The Guardian

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	1714

            
            	 

            
            	Fahrenheit’s mercury thermometer; death of Queen Anne (August); accession of George I; Whigs in power; War of Spanish Succession
               ends

            
         

         
         
            
            	1715

            
            	Le Sage, Gil Blas Death of Fénelon

            
            	Bolingbroke to France; Jacobite rebellion (defeated at Preston and Sheriffmuir)

            
         

         
         
         
            
            	1716

            
            	Death of Leibniz

            
            	‘James III’ (Old Pretender) in Scotland

            
         



         
            
            	 

            
            	Birth of Thomas Gray

            
            	 

            
         


         
         
            
            	1717

            
            	Union of English Freemasons

            
            	Robert Walpole resigns; Triple Alliance (England, France, Holland)

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Grand Lodge founded

            
            	 

            
         


         
         
            
            	1718

            
            	 

            
            	Lady Mary Wortley Montagu introduces inoculation against smallpox

            
         

         
         
            
            	1720

            
            	Handel, Esther


            	South Sea Bubble bursts

            
         



         
            
            	 

            
            	Death of Anne Finch, Countess of Winchilsea


            	 

         


         
         
            
            	1721

            
            	Nathan Bailey’s Etymological English Dictionary

            
            	Walpole appointed first Lord of Treasury and Chancellor of Exchequer

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Gibbs starts St Martin’s in the Fields

            
            	 

            
         


         
         
            
            	1723

            
            	Birth of Reynolds

            
            	Bolingbroke back from exile

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Death of Wren

            
            	 

            
         



         
            
            	1725

            
            	 

            
            	Death of Peter the Great; Guy’s Hospital founded

            
         

         
         
            
            	1726

            
            	Swift, Gulliver’s Travels

            
            	Death of George I (June);

            
         



         
            
            	 

            
            	First circulating library in Edinburgh

            
            	 

            
         



         
            
            	 

            
            	Defoe, Voyages of Captain George Roberts

            
            	 

            
         


         
         
            
            	1727

            
            	Birth of Gainsborough

            
            	accession of George II; siege of Gibraltar (England, Spain)

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Death of Newton

            
            	 

            
         


         
         
            
            	1728

            
            	Gay, Beggar’s Opera

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	1729

            
            	J. S. Bach, St Matthew Passion

            
            	Treaty of Seville (England, Spain, Holland); the Carolinas become Crown colonies

            
         

         
         
         
            
            	1730

            
            	Thomson, The Seasons and Sophonisba; The Grub Street Journal (till 1737)

            
            	Walpole and Charles, Viscount Townshend quarrel; Townshend resigns

            
         

         
         
            
            	1731

            
            	Gentleman’s Magazine begins

            
            	 

         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Death of Defoe

            
            	 

         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Hogarth, A Harlot’s Progress

            
            	 

         


         
         
            
            	1732

            
            	Berkeley, Dialogues of Alciphron

            
            	Colony of Georgia founded; Boerhaave founds organic chemistry

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Voltaire, Zaire

            
            	 

            
         


         
         
            
            	1733

            
            	Prévost, Manon Lescaut

            
            	American colonies forbidden to trade with French West Indies

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Bach, B minor Mass

            
            	 

            
         


         
         
            
            	1734

            
            	Voltaire, Lettres sur les Anglais

            
            	Commercial treaty between England and Russia

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Bach, Christmas Oratorio

            
            	 

            
         


         
         
            
            	1735

            
            	(February) Death of Arbuthnot

            
            	Copyright Act in England

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Thomson, Liberty

            
            	 

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Linnaeus, Systema naturae

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
                  
            
            	 

            
            	Hogarth, A Rake’s Progress

            
            	 

            
         



         
         
            
            	1737

            
            	 

            
            	Licensing Act (all plays open to censorship by Lord Chamberlain)

            
         

         
         
            
            	1738

            
            	Handel, Saul

            
            	John Wesley and George Whitefield start Methodism; Paul’s spinning machine patented in England; Pope Clement XII bans freemasonry

            
         

         
         
         
         
            
            	1739

            
            	Hume, Treatise on Human Nature

            
            	England declares war on Spain

            
         

         
         
            
            	1740

            
            	Thomson (with David Mallett), Alfred (contains ‘Rule, Britannia’)

            
            	 

         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Samuel Richardson, Pamela

            
            	 

         

         
         
            
            	1742

            
            	Henry Fielding, Joseph Andrews

            
            	Walpole resigns, succeeded by Sir Spenser Compton, Earl of Wilmington; John Carteret, Lord Granville, Secretary of State

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Edward Young, Night Thoughts

            
            	 

            
         



         
            
            	 

            
            	Gray begins Elegy

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
                  
            
            	 

            
            	Handel, Messiah, performed

            
            	 

            
         

         
         

         
         
            
            	1743

            
            	Handel, Samson

            
            	Death of Wilmington; Henry Pelham succeeds as First Lord of the Treasury; England defeats French at Dettingen; Treaty of Worms (England, Austria,

            
         

         
         
            
            	1744

            
            	Hogarth, Marriage à la Mode

            
            	Fall of Carteret; France declares war on England; Clive arrives at Madras

            
         



         
            
            	 

            
            	Birth of William Hodges (landscape painter)
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