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To my husband, whose steadfast support has been the fertile soil in which this book grew. Thank you for creating a home and a haven where creativity and conservation thrive.

And to my children who have grown alongside our garden. May this book serve as a reminder that you can make a difference in the world.
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Preface
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As I set out to write this book, I had the great fortune of visiting a diversity of wildlife gardens and landscapes that seamlessly blend home with habitat. One thing I found particularly striking during these visits was that I was almost always met with an apology. From the most tediously tended landscapes to the wilder spaces that blurred the boundary between garden and ecosystem, homeowners felt compelled to share all the ways their gardens weren’t good enough.

“I’m sorry it’s not mulched.”

“I should have weeded before you came.”

“I hope it’s okay that not everything in my garden is native.”

And yet, each of these gardens shared one thing in common—a gardener who was willing to take that first step toward stewarding a different kind of landscape, one that embraces the idea that each of us holds the power to ignite change.

We’ve created ecological imbalance in our pursuit of a garden aesthetic. But how might our gardens look and function differently if we instead viewed them through the lens of supporting wildlife and building ecological function, rather than through the lens of form and beauty that appeals only to us humans? What if we celebrated our gardens as an oasis of shelter and sustenance for wildlife who have called this land home for millennia instead of lamenting over holes in leaves and nibbled blooms? What if we came to understand that creating spaces that support wildlife simultaneously provides a multitude of benefits for people too?

Change is possible. And it starts here. Conservation is not reserved for some special group with whom the responsibility has been bestowed. Conservation starts at home. It begins in backyards and on balconies. It thrives in community gardens and in local parks and nature preserves. And it endures in every act—both big and small—that considers the bees and the butterflies, the turtles and the toads, the bats and the birds.

By exploring the practices in this book, I hope that you will feel emboldened to take that first step toward creating a more equitable and sustainable relationship with nature, a relationship built not on extraction but on stewardship. Saving the planet is the biggest and most important group project of our lives. By practicing homegrown conservation, I hope you will begin to see your role shift from landscape manager to steward of Earth and all its creatures. But remember this: while change is desperately needed, it won’t happen overnight. Give yourself grace as you learn and grow and garden.
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