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I dedicate this book to all the people who have made the garden here at Northview, where many of the photographs in this book were taken. To Wilmer and Anna Atkinson, who built the house in 1887, began the garden, and planted amazing trees. To Joe Giampa Jr., and Hanna von Schlegell, who care for the garden today. And to my family, who have helped me plant and have added their own touches of creativity to the growing garden.
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Feelings about certain bulbs differ from gardener to gardener and change over the decades. Dahlias are one bulb flower that divides opinions. This collarette dahlia is called ‘E Z Duzzit’.









INTRODUCTION

The Brilliance of Bulbs

Trends in gardening come and go. By the time you are reading this, I have no way of knowing what will be fashionable in gardens, but I do know that people will be growing some of the bulbs in this book. Gardeners have loved growing flowers from bulbs for centuries; it’s a trend that has always been in fashion, so to speak. During that time, certain bulbs have been “in” during one decade, and at another time, “out.” How about big blowsy dahlias in vibrant colors? Or tiny snowdrops? What do people think about those now, at the time you’re reading this? Whatever the specifics of the current obsessions, there will be gardeners who grow bulbs. I know this because bulbs are such good garden plants that we just must have them.

There are several features that give bulbs such universal appeal. The first is that they are extremely diverse and there really is something for everyone. You can choose from an extensive variety of colors or shapes—there are tall ones and short ones, and ones for every season. They also have the wow factor that every gardener wants. When bulbs are in bloom, you get so excited that you invite your neighbor round for a cup of tea and say, “you have to come and see my lilies!” The best part of all is that bulbs are easy to grow. If you are a beginning gardener, you can plant bulbs. And if you are an experienced gardener, you will still want to plant bulbs because there are so many new ones to try.

This book is borne of a lifetime passion for bulbs. I have always thought that bulb planting was somewhat miraculous. First when watching my older family members, and then when I was able to help them, it seemed amazing to be able to pop little brown objects into the ground that sometime later became a flower. What a crazy idea that was to my young brain! I remember a love of bulbs that goes back to the patch of purple rock garden irises outside my granny’s door, the feeling of running through bluebell woods, and the scent of a freshly picked daffodil from long ago. Once I was lucky enough to have my own garden, either rented or owned, my gardens really began. I have grown many things over the course of my gardening life, but I always come back to bulbs.

We want our gardens to look beautiful, be full of flowers, and be humming with pollinators—bulbs contribute toward all these aspects. We also want to have flowers in our gardens for many months. Bulbs can help with that too. When planted correctly, bulbs bloom in sequence, one after another.

The bulbs described in this book are easy to grow in most climates. Not all of them will grow in every garden because of different soil types, climate, or weather. However, there are so many bulbs to choose from that, with some research and trial and error, you will find the ones that do well in your garden.

You will also find that your tastes evolve and change with the years. I find that I have some favorite bulbs that I grow every year, while others are with me for a few years and then I move on. All inhabitants of your garden do not have to stay with you forever. My garden is my canvas. It is a painting that is never finished, much to the incredulity of my very patient husband. I play in it. New plants are added, others are taken away. I will never be satisfied with my garden, but it is fun trying to make it more to my taste. Most of my pleasure is in the doing and not in the standing back and saying, “There—look, I am done…”

Some consideration and planning are necessary to have bulbs that fill your garden or pots with color and beauty for several months of the year. It also requires that dreaded thing called “patience,” as more than anything, planting bulbs into the dark soil is an act of faith, the hope for a future garden that is bright and colorful. Weeks or months may pass before you see the fruits of your labors. I am not a patient person in many aspects of my life, but somehow gardening with bulbs has taught me a modicum of patience combined with the joy of anticipation. In other words, bulb growing is the opposite of instant gratification. Unless you go and buy a pot of daffodils in full bloom or a luscious lily that is ready to be put straight into your garden, bulbs do not produce an instant effect. You plant them, they take their time to appear, and then they give you the show that you have been imagining for months.

To get a full and floriferous garden, every square foot of garden space, or each container, must be used several times over during the year. Each set of bulbs comes up in turn and is then followed by those that bloom later. Maybe the bulbs coexist and live in the ground together, or maybe you add and subtract some bulbs. Whatever methods you use, you are already planning what comes next, even as you are enjoying the current bulb display. This reminds me of one of my favorite expressions that says, “the seasons roll.” This is so true when describing how bulbs grow. They each have their time of flower and their time of rest. If they are hardy, expect to see them at the same time next year. They are markers of the season; we look forward to seeing them and thoroughly enjoy them when they are out.
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Grow what you love—I love these ‘Apricot Parrot’ tulips.









As the gardening year gets underway, I find myself desperate for some color and fragrance. I could not think of my late winter and early spring garden without my snowdrops and crocuses. These are the brave bulbs, if I were to personify them. They are the survivors of the plant world that bloom while nasty cold winds bring in snow flurries.

Of course, I am then looking forward to the first daffodil, the earliest tulip, and the scent of hyacinths. Alongside these indicators of the early spring moment are the lesser-known little bulbs that are not less important, but just taken for granted: muscaris, scillas, ipheions, and more. These are followed by the late spring show of large tulips and alliums. The spring bulb spectacle is when your color daydreams can become reality. The enjoyment of color is a fleeting but extraordinarily beautiful facet of gardening. When I go out to my garden on a sunny day, and there in front of me is a patch of bright-orange and pink-flamed tulips, paired with a purply blue hyacinth, it gives me a great mental lift and makes me want to sing a happy song.

The next big burst of bulbs comes in summer. By then, the lilies are in full swing. Lilies alone can be the star of your garden from early to late summer. If you have not tried them, have a go. Alongside these flowers are some amazing large leaves that burst into prominence at this time of year and add so much to the summer picture. Leafy colocasias, alocasias, and caladiums grow from tropical and subtropical bulbs. For more variety of color and shape, add in cannas, begonias, and gladioli. Just a few of these vibrant plants will add a touch of glamour to your summer garden. Dahlias come along later in the summer. They are the queens of this season with their generosity and diversity. To me, these late flowers are some of the most sumptuous of the year.

The bulb show is not done yet. The final hurrah brings fall crocuses, colchicums, and sternbergias that are new to the scene. The bulbs of summer continue their show alongside these newcomers and keep going until frost.

This snapshot of the bulbs of the year is not an exhaustive list, but it gives an impression of the cyclical nature of bulb growing. As you learn more about bulbs that are good growers in your area, you will get an idea of the best ones for your garden. You will make up your own bulb cycle. You will learn how to keep the show going and when to plant the bulbs to achieve that display.

I always get excited about growing bulbs. Yes, I do hear my husband in my ear saying, “more daffodils?” as I click “place order.” But I am still fascinated by them after all these years. I think that I find bulbs enthralling because you do not exactly know what you are going to get out of the bulb. It is the thrill of the big reveal when the bulb comes into bloom. Whatever the reasons for growing your own bulbs, I want to encourage you to discover a few brilliant new bulbs to grow.








A Note on the Structure of This Book

Bulbs are fantastic and easy plants to add to any garden. But this book is set up so that you can create your own pathway to learning about bulbs. The chapters have themes, but they can be read in any order. If you are new to bulb growing or need inspiration, I recommend starting at the beginning. In chapter 1 you will find out why I am so passionate about incorporating bulbs into all my garden areas, in addition to bulb basics, from history to types and definitions. Chapter 2 contains detailed plant descriptions and photographs of bulb species and cultivars. This is divided into two seasonal parts, arranged alphabetically by flowering time. The first part shows autumn-planted bulbs that bloom from late winter through spring, and the second part features spring-planted bulbs that bloom from summer through autumn. Choosing the bulbs for your garden first will help you as you plan.

But, because each garden and gardener are different, chapter 3 is a resource for personalizing your bulb garden with design ideas and plenty of photographs. And because bulbs are perfect for growing in containers, chapter 4 is wholly devoted to this subject—read this if you want to add some potted bulbs to your garden or if you only garden in containers. Chapter 5 includes the nuts and bolts of buying and growing healthy bulbs. If you want to know how to grow bulbs well, that’s where you’ll find more in-depth advice.

No matter how you read this book, I hope that it will bring you pleasure and encourage your bulb-planting adventures.
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I love this wonderful small bright pink collarette dahlia called ‘Sean C’.











1

THE JOYS OF BULB GROWING

I grow bulbs because they bring me joy. There is nothing that can beat the sheer pizzazz that bulbs can bring to your garden. If you have a lackluster corner that needs a refresh, think bulbs. Either in the ground or in a container, a seasonal planting of bulbs can cheer you up in no time. I plant bulbs everywhere. There are bulbs for sunny places and shady ones. There are some that thrive in wet or dry soils. Each bulb has its own flowering season, so you can find a bulb or two for every time of the growing year.

This is a personal look at bulbs that I love, but also ones that I think you might love too. Throughout the book, you may be able to read between the lines and tell which ones make my heart sing. I find other bulbs useful, but less emotionally appealing. I have my favorites as every gardener does, but I am a big proponent for making your garden match you as a person. I might express what I like, but I do not want you to like the same things. In fact, I would be very disappointed, in a few years’ time, if I come to visit your garden and it looked the same as mine.

The main criterion for being included in this book is that the plants are usually bought as bulbs. There are cases where they can be purchased either as potted plants or as bulbs, but even if they are in containers, there is a bulb in the soil. These bulbs are easy to grow in a garden or in a container and are widely available. Remember, of course, that not all bulbs are equally simple to grow in every garden as your climate, weather patterns, topography, and soils are unique.
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This river lily is not a lily, it is a Hesperantha.
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This red spider lily is also not a lily, it is a Lycoris, here underplanted with a red-and-white caladium.
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Another non-lily that is called pineapple lily, which is Eucomis.
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Finally a real lily that is in the genus Lilium. This lovely one is an Asiatic ‘Yellow Cocotte’.






OEBPS/images/Art_P14a.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P2.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P14d.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P14b.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P14c.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P9.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P6.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P12.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781643263274.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_tit.jpg
the ESSENTIAL
GUIDE to BULBS

Grow a Bounty of Beautiful
Bulbs in Gardens and Containers

Jenny Rose Carey

Timber Press | Portland, Oregon





