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How to use this ebook:

•  Every chapter begins with a table of contents to help guide you through the content.

•  Tap on blue headings or text to link to correlated content.

•  Within content, tap on blue headings to go back to nearest table of contents.

•  Tap on Maps and/or Google Maps buttons to navigate to maps within and outside the ebook.

•  Double-tap on maps or images to zoom in.

•  All entries in the Index and Map Index are linked to specific content for quick navigation.

•  For walks and tours with audio, tap the audio icon or buttons to activate the audio.
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Introduction

Map: Munich

About this Book

Munich by Neighborhood

Map: Munich’s Neighborhoods

Munich and Nearby at a Glance

Planning Your Time

When to Go

Before You Go

Travel Smart

Munich (“München” in German), often called Germany’s most livable city, is also one of its most historic, artistic, and entertaining. It’s big and growing, with a population of 1.5 million. Until 1871, it was the capital of an independent Bavaria. Its royal palaces, jewels, and grand boulevards remind visitors that Munich has long been a political and cultural powerhouse. Meanwhile, the concentration camp memorial in nearby Dachau reminds us that a century ago, Munich provided a springboard for Nazism.

Orient yourself in Munich’s old center, with its colorful pedestrian zones. Immerse yourself in the city’s art and history—crown jewels, Baroque theater, Wittelsbach palaces, great paintings, and beautiful parks. Spend your Munich evenings in a frothy beer hall or outdoor Biergarten, amid an oompah, bunny-hopping, and belching Bavarian atmosphere.
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About This Book

Rick Steves Pocket Munich is a personal tour guide...in your pocket. The core of the book is seven chapters featuring self-guided walks and tours that zero in on Munich and the surrounding region’s greatest sights and experiences.

My Munich City Walk starts at ground zero, Marienplatz, and guides you through the heart of the city, giving you a great orientation for your future sightseeing. At the Residenz, you can ogle the opulent rooms and priceless bling of the city’s ruling family, the Wittelsbachs; at Nymphenburg you’ll see their gardens, summer palace, and royal stables. The Museum Quarter museums take you through art history, from the Renaissance to Warhol, with a self-guided tour of the Alte Pinakothek—including Dürer’s intense self-portrait. One of the most sobering experiences in Europe is a visit to the Dachau Concentration Camp Memorial. In Bavaria, you can tour the fairy-tale Neuschwanstein Castle built by “Mad” (or merely inspired) King Ludwig II. And a day trip (or overnight stay) at Salzburg opens up a whole new world of Mozart, Alpine scenery, and The Sound of Music.

The rest of this book is a traveler’s tool kit, with my best advice on how to save money, plan your time, use public transportation, and avoid lines at the busiest sights. You’ll also get recommendations on hotels, restaurants, and activities.

Munich by Neighborhood

Despite its large population, Munich feels small—without skyscrapers and with streets that are friendly to pedestrians and bikers.

The tourist’s Munich is circled by a ring road (the former path of the Old Town wall), with the bull’s-eye being the city center—Marienplatz. Most of the sights and hotels I recommend are within a 20-minute walk of Marienplatz and each other. The excellent public transportation system makes even sights outside the inner ring accessible. Think of Munich as a series of neighborhoods, cradling major landmarks.

Old Town—Inside the Ring: Marienplatz, in the middle of the ring, is a lively pedestrian zone of sights, shopping, and restaurants. Slicing west to east through the ring is a mostly pedestrianized street that changes names as it runs from the train station through Marienplatz to the Isartor gate (a 20-minute walk). The main S-Bahn line runs underground along this same east-west corridor. Around the ring, three gates survive from the city walls: Karlstor (west), Isartor (east), and Sendlinger Tor (south). North of Marienplatz, your landmark is the Residenz palace. South of Marienplatz are the Viktualienmarkt open-air market and some recommended hotels.
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Train Station: A five-minute walk west of the ring is the main train station (Hauptbahnhof), home to many services (lockers, bike rental). Many recommended hotels and restaurants are nearby.

Museum Quarter: Several art museums (and other sights) cluster together in this neighborhood of broad leafy boulevards (north of the train station, near the Königsplatz U-Bahn stop).

English Garden: To the northeast of the ring stretches this vast expanse of parkland and trails dotted with beer gardens and naked sunbathers.

Away from the Center: Within a short ride on public transit are many major sights, such as the BMW complex and Dachau Concentration Camp Memorial (north) and Nymphenburg Palace (northwest). The Oktoberfest grounds are a 15-minute walk southwest of the train station.


Munich and Nearby at a Glance

In Munich’s Center

▲▲▲Munich City Walk Munich’s central sights linked in a handy orientation walk. [image: image]

▲▲Marienplatz Munich’s main square, in a lively pedestrian zone, watched over by New Town Hall and its glockenspiel. Hours: Glockenspiel jousts daily at 11:00 and 12:00, plus 17:00 March-Oct; New Town Hall tower elevator runs daily 10:00-20:00.

▲▲Viktualienmarkt Open-air market, great for a quick snack or meal. Hours: Market closed Sun; beer garden open daily 10:00-22:00 (weather permitting).

▲▲Hofbräuhaus World-renowned beer hall, worth a visit even if you’re not chugging. Hours: Daily 11:00-late.

▲▲The Residenz Elegant family palace of the Wittelsbachs. Complex includes the Residenz Museum, Residenz Treasury, and the Cuvilliés Theater. Hours: Museum and treasury—daily 9:00-18:00, mid-Oct-mid-March 10:00-17:00; theater—generally Mon-Sat 14:00-18:00, Sun from 9:00, longer hours Aug-mid-Sept.

▲▲Alte Pinakothek Bavaria’s best painting gallery, with wonderful European masters from the 14th through 18th century. Hours: Tue 10:00-20:30, Wed-Sun until 18:00, closed Mon.

▲▲Nazi Documentation Center Thoughtful look at Munich’s role in the rise of Nazism. Hours: Tue-Sun 10:00-19:00, closed Mon.

▲Asam Church Private church of the Asam brothers, dripping with Baroque. Hours: Sat-Thu 9:00-18:00, Fri from 13:00.

▲Pinakothek der Moderne Munich’s modern art museum, with works by Picasso, Dalí, Miró, Magritte, and Ernst. Hours: Tue-Sun 10:00-18:00, Thu until 20:00, closed Mon.

▲Egyptian Museum Enjoyable collection of ancient treasures. Hours: Tue 10:00-20:00, Wed-Sun until 18:00, closed Mon.

▲Lenbachhaus Three stages of German art: 19th-century, Blue Rider, and post-WWI. Hours: Tue-Sun 10:00-18:00, Thu until 20:00, closed Mon.

▲English Garden Largest city park on the Continent, packed with locals, tourists, surfers, and nude sunbathers. (On a bike, I’d rate this ▲▲.)

▲Bavarian National Museum Varied collection focusing on fine design and decorative arts through the ages. Hours: Tue-Sun 10:00-17:00, Thu until 20:00, closed Mon.

▲Deutsches Museum Germany’s version of our Smithsonian Institution. Hours: Daily 9:00-17:00.

Outside Munich’s City Center

▲▲▲Dachau Concentration Camp Memorial Notorious Nazi camp, now a powerful museum and memorial. Hours: Daily 9:00-17:00.

▲▲Nymphenburg Palace The Wittelsbachs’ summer palace and vast park. Hours: Park—daily 6:00-dusk; palace buildings—daily 9:00-18:00, mid-Oct-March 10:00-16:00.

▲BMW-Welt and Museum Futuristic museum and floating-cloud showroom, highlighting BMW past, present, and future. Hours: BMW-Welt showroom exhibits—daily 9:00-20:00; museum—Tue-Sun 10:00-18:00, closed Mon.

Day Trips

▲▲▲Neuschwanstein Castle Europe’s most-photographed castle, perched in a Bavarian wonderland. Hours: Daily 9:00-18:00, off-season 10:00-16:00, buy tickets well in advance.

▲▲▲Hohenschwangau Castle King Ludwig’s boyhood home, a less famous but more historic castle than nearby Neuschwanstein. Hours: Daily 9:00-16:30, off-season 10:00-16:00.

▲▲▲Salzburg Elegant Austrian town with a castle, cathedral, shops, restaurants, and classical music almost nightly. Hours: Most sights open daily, except the ▲▲Salzburg Museum (may be closed for renovation; generally closed Mon) and ▲▲DomQuartier Museums (closed Tue).

▲Andechs Monastery Baroque church, hearty food, and Bavaria’s best brew. Hours: Beer garden Mon-Fri 11:00-20:00, Sat-Sun from 10:00, church open until 18:00.



Day Trips: This book features two destinations—Neuschwanstein Castle and the Austrian city of Salzburg—that are each doable as a day trip (or overnight stay) from Munich.

Planning Your Time

The following day plans give an idea of how much an organized, motivated, and caffeinated person can see. Munich is worth two days, including a half-day spent at the Dachau Concentration Camp Memorial (45 minutes from the center by public transportation).

Day 1: If all you have is one day, follow my “Munich City Walk” (visiting museums along the way), tour one of the royal palaces (the Residenz or Nymphenburg), and drink in the beer-hall culture for your evening’s entertainment (at the Hofbräuhaus or a less obvious choice).

Day 2: With a second day, choose from the following: Tour the Dachau memorial, rent a bike to enjoy the English Garden, or—if you’re into art—visit the Alte Pinakothek.

Day 3: With a third day, pick among Munich’s many other worthwhile sights, such as the BMW-Welt and Museum, Deutsches Museum, or more of the Museum Quarter. You’ll find plenty of suggestions in the More Munich Sights chapter.

With More Time: It’s an all-day time commitment to visit either Salzburg or Neuschwanstein, but well worth it.

When to Go

Peak season (roughly May-Sept) offers the best weather, long days (light until after 21:00), and the busiest schedule of tourist fun. Late spring and fall generally have decent weather and lighter crowds. Winter can be cold and dreary, but Germany’s famous Christmas markets brighten main squares from late November until Christmas.

Before You Go

You’ll have a smoother trip if you tackle a few things ahead of time. For more details on these topics, see the Practicalities chapter and RickSteves.com, which has helpful travel-tip articles and videos.


Rick’s Free Audio Tours and Video Clips

Rick Steves Audio Europe, a free app, makes it easy to download my audio tours and radio interviews and listen to them offline as you travel. For this book, the app includes an audio tour of my Munich City Walk and Salzburg Town Walk (look for the [image: image]) and many interviews relating to Germany from my public radio show. Scan the QR code on the inside front cover to find it in your app store or visit RickSteves.com/AudioEurope.
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Rick Steves Classroom Europe, a powerful tool for teachers, is also useful for travelers. This video library contains about 600 short clips excerpted from my public television series. Enjoy these videos as you sort through options for your trip and to better understand what you’ll see in Europe. Check it out at Classroom.RickSteves.com.
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Make sure your travel documents are in order. If your passport is due to expire within six months of your ticketed date of return, you need to renew it. To be safe, allow about eight weeks to renew or get a passport. Find passport and country-specific travel info at Travel.State.gov.

Check entry requirements. US and Canadian citizens may need to register online with the European Travel Info and Authorization System (ETIAS) before entering Germany and other Schengen Zone countries (quick and easy process, https://travel-europe.europa.eu/etias). If your travel plans include the United Kingdom, you’ll need an Electronic Travel Authorization (ETA, www.gov.uk/visas-immigration).

Arrange your transportation. Book your international flights. Figure out your transportation options. It’s worth thinking about buying train tickets online in advance, as well as getting a rail pass, renting a car, or booking cheap European flights. (You can wing it once you’re there, but it may cost more.)

Book rooms well in advance. This is especially important if your trip falls during peak season or any major holidays or festivals.
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Reserve ahead for key sights and experiences. Make reservations or buy tickets in advance for major sights, such as Neuschwanstein Castle. For the Munich BMW factory tour, sign up well in advance. Tickets for the music-packed Salzburg Festival (mid-July through August) go fast; buy tickets as early as possible (on sale online in January).

Consider travel insurance. Compare the cost of insurance to the cost of your potential loss. Understand what protections your credit card might offer and whether your existing insurance (health, homeowners, or renters) covers you and your possessions overseas.

Manage your money. “Tap-to-pay” or “contactless” cards are widely accepted and simple to use. You may need your credit card’s PIN for some purchases—request it if you don’t have one. Alert your bank that you’ll be using your debit and credit cards in Europe. Don’t bring euros from home; you can withdraw them from ATMs in Europe.

Use your smartphone smartly. Sign up for an international service plan or plan to rely on Wi-Fi. Download any apps you’ll want on the road, such as maps, translators, and Rick Steves Audio Europe (see sidebar).

Pack light. You’ll walk with your luggage more than you think. I travel for weeks with a single carry-on bag and a day pack. Use the packing checklist in the Practicalities chapter as a guide.

Travel Smart

If you have a positive attitude, equip yourself with good information (this book), and expect to travel smart, you will.

Pickpockets abound in crowded places—especially where tourists congregate. Treat commotions as smokescreens for theft. Take common-sense precautions with your valuables, especially credit cards and cash (store them securely).

If it’s hot, start your day early, take a midday siesta, and resume your sightseeing later. Use sunscreen and hydrate. Do what you can to avoid long lines in the sun.

Be sure to schedule in slack time for picnics, laundry, people-watching, leisurely dinners, shopping, and recharging your touristic batteries. Slow down and be open to unexpected experiences and the hospitality of the Bavarian people.

Sip a stein of beer while men in lederhosen play oompah music, take a joy ride on a bike through the English Garden, or head into the Alps and climb to a fairy-tale castle. As you visit places I know and love, I’m glad you’ll be meeting some of my favorite Germans.

Happy travels! Gute Reise!
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