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How to use this ebook:

•  Every chapter begins with a table of contents to help guide you through the content.

•  Tap on blue headings or text to link to correlated content.

•  Within content, tap on blue headings to go back to nearest table of contents.

•  Tap on Maps and/or Google Maps buttons to navigate to maps within and outside the ebook.

•  Double-tap on maps or images to zoom in.

•  All entries in the Index and Map Index are linked to specific content for quick navigation.

•  For walks and tours with audio, tap the audio icon or buttons to activate the audio.
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Venice is a world apart. Built on a hundred islands, its exotic-looking palaces are laced together by graceful bridges over sun-speckled canals. Romantics revel in the city’s atmosphere of elegant decay. And first-time visitors are often stirred deeply by this watery fantasy world that’s unlike anything they’ve experienced before.

Those are strong reactions, considering that Venice today, frankly, can also be an overcrowded tourist trap. But Venice is unique. By day, it’s a city of art-filled museums and churches, tourist-filled shops, and narrow alleyways. At night, when the hordes of day-trippers have gone, another Venice appears. Glide in a gondola through quiet canals. Don a Carnevale mask—or just a fresh shirt—and become someone else for a night.
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About This Book

Rick Steves Pocket Venice is a personal tour guide...in your pocket. The core of the book is eight self-guided walks and tours that zero in on Venice’s greatest sights and experiences.

My Grand Canal Cruise, snaking through the heart of the historic core, introduces you to this moist metropolis. Then hit St. Mark’s Square, with its one-of-a-kind basilica and Doge’s Palace. I’ve included several neighborhood walks that take you to major sights (Rialto Bridge) and out-of-the-way places (Frari Church).

The rest of this book is a traveler’s tool kit, with my best advice on how to save money, plan your time, use public transportation, and avoid lines at the busiest sights. You’ll also get recommendations on hotels, restaurants, and activities.

Venice by Neighborhood

The island city of Venice is shaped like a fish. The Grand Canal winds through the middle of the fish, starting at the mouth where people enter, passing under the Rialto Bridge, and ending at St. Mark’s Square. The city has six districts:

San Marco: The bustling district surrounding St. Mark’s Square has the most tourists and the most sights: St. Mark’s Basilica, the Doge’s Palace, Bridge of Sighs, Campanile, Correr art museum, and café orchestras on the square. Accommodations and eateries are plentiful.

Dorsoduro: This quiet neighborhood across a bridge from San Marco hosts sights along the Grand Canal: the Accademia (Venetian Renaissance art), modern art museums (Peggy Guggenheim Collection and Punta della Dogana), the iconic La Salute Church, and Ca’ Rezzonico.

San Polo: This lively district has the graceful Rialto Bridge, busy produce and fish markets, exquisite Frari Church, and Scuola San Rocco (Tintoretto paintings). It’s also dotted with cicchetti bars, restaurants, and accommodations.

Santa Croce: Thia area across the canal from the train station features modern art (at Ca’ Pesaro), and is rewarding to explore thanks to its lack of tourists.

Cannaregio: This district contains the Calatrava Bridge, train station, and historic Jewish Ghetto (with synagogues, memorials, and guided tours).
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Castello: Untouristy Castello has the picturesque Campo Santa Maria Formosa (with eateries nearby) and the slice-of-Venetian-life neighborhood along Via Garibaldi.

Venice’s Lagoon: Beyond Venice are more islands. Giudecca has local charm and some waterfront eateries. San Giorgio Maggiore, with its classic church, is a short vaporetto ride from St. Mark’s Square. You can link other islands (San Michele, Murano, Burano, and Torcello) on a day trip.

Traditionally Venetian addresses include the district name and house number (such as “Castello 4647”)—but no street name. I find it easier to navigate by landmarks. Many street corners have a sign pointing you to (per) the nearest major landmark, such as San Marco, Accademia, Rialto, and Ferrovia (train station). I’ve organized this book—sights, hotels, and restaurants—around these major landmarks.

Don’t worry about getting lost—in fact, get as lost as possible. When it comes time to find your way, just follow signs or simply ask a local, “Dov’è San Marco?” (“Where is St. Mark’s?”) As you get more comfortable with the city, dare to disobey the street signs and make your own discoveries. Escape the crowds and explore the far reaches of town.


Venice at a Glance

▲▲▲Grand Canal Cruise A relaxing introduction to Venice by boat. [image: image]

▲▲▲St. Mark’s Square Venice’s grand main square. [image: image]

▲▲▲St. Mark’s Basilica Cathedral with mosaics, saint’s bones, treasury, museum, and viewpoint of square. Hours: Mon-Sat 9:30-17:00, Sun 14:00-17:00 (Sun until 16:30 Nov-Easter). [image: image]

▲▲▲Doge’s Palace Art-splashed palace of former rulers, with prison accessible through Bridge of Sighs. Hours: Daily 9:00-19:00, Nov-March until 18:00.

▲▲▲Rialto Bridge Distinctive bridge spanning the Grand Canal, with a market nearby. Hours: Souvenir stalls open daily, produce market closed Sun, fish market closed Sun-Mon.

▲▲▲Frari Church Franciscan church featuring Renaissance masters. Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00-19:30, Sat until 18:00, Sun 13:00-18:00, shorter hours off-season. [image: image]

▲▲Correr Museum Venetian history and art. Hours: Daily 10:00-18:00, Nov-March until 17:00.

▲▲Accademia Venice’s top art museum. Hours: Tue-Sun 8:15-19:15, Mon until 14:00.

▲▲Peggy Guggenheim Collection Popular display of 20th-century art. Hours: Wed-Mon 10:00-18:00, closed Tue.

▲▲Ca’ Rezzonico Posh Grand Canal palazzo with 18th-century Venetian art. Hours: Wed-Mon 10:00-18:00, Nov-March until 17:00, closed Tue year-round.

▲Scuola San Rocco “Tintoretto’s Sistine Chapel.” Hours: Daily 9:30-17:30.

▲Campanile Dramatic bell tower on St. Mark’s Square with elevator to the top. Hours: Daily roughly 9:30-20:15, likely until 21:15 in summer, shorter hours off-season.

▲Bridge of Sighs Famous enclosed bridge, part of Doge’s Palace, near St. Mark’s Square.

▲La Salute Church Striking church dedicated to the Virgin Mary. Hours: Daily 9:00-12:00 & 15:00-17:30 (from 9:30 in winter).

▲Jewish Ghetto Historic residential area for Venice’s Jewish community, with tourable synagogues. Hours: Synagogues open Sun-Thu 10:00-18:00, Fri 9:00-17:00, shorter hours Nov-March, closed Sat year-round.

▲Punta della Dogana Museum of contemporary art. Hours: Wed-Mon 10:00-19:00, closed Tue.

▲Ca’ Pesaro International Gallery of Modern Art Fine museum in a canalside palazzo. Hours: Tue-Sun 10:00-18:00, Nov-March until 17:00, closed Mon year-round.

▲Fondaco dei Tedeschi View Terrace Rooftop terrace atop luxury mall, with views over the Grand Canal. Hours: Daily 10:15-18:00, June-Aug until 20:15.

▲Scuola Dalmata di SS Giorgio e Trifone Exquisite Renaissance meeting house. Hours: Wed-Mon 10:00-17:30, closed Tue.



Planning Your Time

The following day plans give an idea of how much an organized, motivated, and caffeinated person can see.

Plan your sightseeing carefully to avoid lines and work around closed days. (See my sightseeing tips on here.) Venice is small enough that, even if you only have one day, you could see the biggies in a 12-hour sightseeing blitz. But let’s assume you have at least three days.

Day 1: In the morning, take the slow vaporetto #1 down the Grand Canal from the train station to St. Mark’s. Ride to the top of the Campanile, then take my self-guided St. Mark’s Square Tour. Consider doing my St. Mark’s to Rialto Loop Walk, then grab lunch at the cicchetti bars near the Rialto market. Spend the afternoon sightseeing the Correr Museum, St. Mark’s Basilica (reserve ahead), and the Doge’s Palace (included with Correr Museum ticket). Around 19:00, have dinner (make a reservation). Afterward, enjoy the dueling orchestras with a drink on St. Mark’s Square.


[image: image]



[image: image]




Day 2: Spend the morning shopping and exploring (consider my Rialto to Frari Church Walk) as you make your way to the Frari Church. See the Frari, then head over to the Accademia/Dorsoduro area and have lunch. Spend the afternoon seeing your choice of the Dorsoduro’s main artsy sights: Scuola San Rocco, Ca’ Rezzonico, Accademia, and the Peggy Guggenheim Collection. Around 18:00, do a cicchetti pub crawl for dinner. Afterward, take a gondola ride (or, much cheaper, a moonlight vaporetto ride).

Day 3 and Beyond: Choose from Venice’s lesser sights: La Salute Church and the Punta della Dogana in Dorsoduro, a trip to San Giorgio Maggiore, or the area east of St. Mark’s (Church of San Zaccaria, Scuola Dalmata di San Giorgio). Budget time for just exploring, using my walks as a jumping-off point. In the evening, have dinner and catch a Vivaldi concert. With more time in Venice, you could visit the lagoon islands (Murano, Burano, and more), but these require at least a half-day.

Remember that Venice itself is its greatest sight. Make time to wander, explore, shop, and simply be. When you cross a bridge, look both ways. You may be hit with a lovely view.

When to Go

Venice’s best travel months (also its busiest and most expensive) are April, May, June, September, and October.

Summer in Venice is more temperate (high 70s and 80s) than in Italy’s scorching inland cities. Most Venetian hotels come with air-conditioning, but it’s usually available only from mid-May (at the earliest) through September. Spring and fall can be cool, and many hotels are not allowed to turn on their heat until winter.


Rick’s Free Audio Tours and Video Clips

Rick Steves Audio Europe, a free app, makes it easy to download my audio tours and radio interviews and listen to them offline as you travel. For this book, the app includes an audio tour of my Grand Canal Cruise and tours of the Frari Church, St. Mark’s Basilica, and St. Mark’s Square (look for the [image: image]) and many interviews relating to Italy from my public radio show. Scan the QR code on the inside front cover to find it in your app store or visit RickSteves.com/AudioEurope.

[image: image]

Rick Steves Classroom Europe, a powerful tool for teachers, is also useful for travelers. This video library contains about 600 short clips excerpted from my public television series. Enjoy these videos as you sort through options for your trip and to better understand what you’ll see in Europe. Check it out at Classroom.RickSteves.com.
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Between November and March, expect mild winter weather (with lows in the 30s and 40s), occasional flooding, shorter opening hours, lower prices, and fewer tourists (except during the Carnevale festival). Vaporetto service can be reduced, and the orchestras on St. Mark’s Square may stop playing in the early evening.

Before You Go

You’ll have a smoother trip if you tackle a few things ahead of time. For more details on these topics, see the Practicalities chapter and RickSteves.com, which has helpful travel-tip articles and videos.

Make sure your travel documents are in order. If your passport is due to expire within six months of your ticketed date of return, you need to renew it. To be safe, allow about eight weeks to renew or get a passport. Get passport and country-specific travel info at Travel.State.gov.

Check entry requirements. US and Canadian citizens may need to register online with the European Travel Info and Authorization System (ETIAS) before entering Italy and other Schengen Zone countries (quick and easy process, https://travel-europe.europa.eu/etias). If your travel plans include the United Kingdom, you’ll need an Electronic Travel Authorization (ETA, www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-an-electronic-travel-authorisation-eta).

Arrange your transportation. Book your international flights. Figure out your transportation options. If traveling beyond Venice, research train reservations, rail passes, and car rentals.

Book rooms well in advance, especially if your trip falls during peak season or any major holidays or festivals.

Register your visit to Venice. As part of Venice’s attempt to address overcrowding, on certain days you may need to register online

and pay an access fee (€5-10) to enter the city. If you’re staying overnight, you’re exempt from the fee, but you still need to register. You may also need to show your registration QR code to enforcement officers, especially at entry points such as the train station or water taxi from the airport. Check www.cda.ve.it or search online for “Venice Access Fee.”

Reserve ahead for key sights. Book well ahead for St. Mark’s Basilica and the Fondaco dei Tedeschi view terrace. It’s also smart to reserve entry slots for the Doge’s Palace and the Campanile.

Consider travel insurance. Compare the cost of insurance to the cost of your potential loss. Understand the protections your credit card might offer and whether your existing insurance (health, homeowners, or renters) covers you and your possessions overseas.

Manage your money. “Tap-to-pay” or “contactless” cards are widely accepted and simple to use. You may need your credit card’s PIN for some purchases—request it if you don’t have one. Alert your bank that you’ll be using your debit and credit cards in Europe. Don’t bring euros; you can withdraw them from ATMs in Europe.

Use your smartphone smartly. Sign up for an international service plan, or plan to rely on Wi-Fi. Download any apps you’ll want on the road, such as maps, translators, and Rick Steves Audio Europe (see sidebar).

Pack light. You’ll walk with your luggage more than you think. I travel for weeks with a single carry-on bag and a day pack. Use the packing checklist in Practicalities as a guide.
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Travel Smart

If you have a positive attitude, equip yourself with good information (this book), and expect to travel smart, you will.

Pickpockets abound in crowded places—especially where tourists congregate. Treat commotions as smokescreens for theft. Take common-sense precautions with your valuables, especially credit cards and cash (store them securely).

If it’s hot, start your day early, take a midday siesta, and resume your sightseeing later. Do what you can to avoid long lines in the sun.

Be sure to schedule in slack time for picnics, laundry, people-watching, leisurely dinners, shopping, and recharging your touristic batteries. Slow down and be open to unexpected experiences and the hospitality of the Italian people.

Stand at a bar and sample some cicchetti like a Venetian, sip wine at a canalside restaurant, or dance across a floodlit St. Mark’s Square. As you visit places I know and love, I’m happy you’ll be meeting some of my favorite Italians.

Happy travels! Buon viaggio!
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