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How to use this ebook:

•  Every chapter begins with a table of contents to help guide you through the content.

•  Tap on blue headings or text to link to correlated content.

•  Within content, tap on blue headings to go back to nearest table of contents.

•  Tap on Maps and/or Google Maps buttons to navigate to maps within and outside the ebook.

•  Double-tap on maps or images to zoom in.

•  All entries in the Index and Map Index are linked to specific content for quick navigation.

•  For walks and tours with audio, tap the audio icon or buttons to activate the audio.




Contents

	Note that Sight listings include links to Google Maps. Using a WiFi connection is advised to avoid roaming charges.

Introduction

Old Town & Charles Bridge Walk

Jewish Quarter Tour

Wenceslas Square Walk

Mucha Museum Tour

Prague Castle Tour

Sights

Activities

Sleeping

Eating

Practicalities

Index

Map Index



[image: ]



[image: ]







[image: ]

Introduction

Map: Prague

About This Book

Prague by Neighborhood

Map: Prague Neighborhoods

Prague at a Glance

Planning Your Time

When to Go

Before You Go

Travel Smart

Few cities can match Prague’s over-the-top romance, evocative Old World charm...and tourist crowds. Residents call their town “Praha” (PRAH-hah). It’s big, with about 1.3 million people. But during a quick visit, you’ll focus on its relatively compact old center.

Prague is equal parts historic and fun. As the only major Central European capital to escape the large-scale bombing of the last century’s wars, it’s one of Europe’s best-preserved cities. It’s a city of willowy Art Nouveau facades, Mozart concerts, and some of the best beer in Europe. Wind through walkable neighborhoods, cross the famous statue-lined Charles Bridge, and hike up to the world’s biggest castle for sweeping views of the city’s spires and domes. You’ll see rich remnants of the city’s strong Jewish heritage and stark reminders of the communist era. And you’ll meet today’s vibrant mix of locals and expats. Prague itself seems a work of art.

[image: ]

About This Book

Rick Steves Pocket Prague is a personal tour guide...in your pocket. The core of the book is five self-guided walks and tours that zero in on Prague’s greatest sights and experiences.

My Old Town & Charles Bridge Walk introduces you to the city and its main sights. The Jewish Quarter Tour leads you through the synagogues and museums of Europe’s best-preserved former Jewish ghetto. The Wenceslas Square Walk shows off the glitzier New Town and recalls Prague’s tumultuous years under communist rule and its exciting liberation in the 1989 Velvet Revolution. The Mucha Museum Tour showcases works by the greatest modern Czech artist, Alphonse Mucha, who harnessed the slinky energy of an emerging style called Art Nouveau. And the Prague Castle Tour focuses on the most important of the many sights in this historic complex, including the towering St. Vitus Cathedral.

The rest of this book is a traveler’s tool kit, with my best advice on how to save money, plan your time, use public transportation, and avoid lines at the busiest sights. You’ll also get recommendations on hotels, restaurants, and activities.

Prague by Neighborhood

The Vltava River divides the city in two. East of the river are the Old Town and New Town, the main train station, and most of my recommended hotels. To the west of the river is Prague Castle and, below that, the sleepy Lesser Town. Connecting the two halves are several bridges, including the landmark Charles Bridge.

Think of Prague as a collection of neighborhoods. Until about 1800, Prague was four distinct towns with four distinct personalities.
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Prague is a city of quaint neighborhoods.
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The Old Town Square is the historic center.
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Old Town (Staré Město): Nestled in the bend of the river, this is the historic core, where most tourists spend their time. It’s pedestrian-friendly, with small winding streets, old buildings, shops, and beer halls and cafés. In the center sits the charming Old Town Square. Slicing east-west through the Old Town is the main pedestrian axis, along Celetná and Karlova streets.

Jewish Quarter (Josefov): Within the Old Town, this area by the river contains a high concentration of sights from Prague’s deep Jewish heritage, as well as the city’s glitziest shopping area.

New Town (Nové Město): Stretching south from the Old Town is the long, broad expanse of Wenceslas Square, marking the center of the New Town. As the name implies, it’s the neighborhood for modern buildings, fancy department stores, and a few communist-era sights.

Castle Quarter (Hradčany): High atop a hill on the west side of the river stands the massive complex of Prague Castle, marked by the spires of St. Vitus Cathedral. The surrounding area is noble and leafy, with grand buildings, little commerce, and few pubs.


Prague at a Glance

Prague is a fine place to wander around and just take in the fun atmosphere. Plan some worthwhile activities: Take a self-guided tram tour (here), hire a local guide (here), enjoy a concert (here), or go for a scenic paddle on the river (here).

Old Town

▲▲▲Old Town Square Magical main square of Old World Prague, with dozens of colorful facades, dramatic Jan Hus Memorial, looming Týn Church, and fanciful Astronomical Clock. Hours: Týn Church generally open to sightseers Tue-Sat 10:00-13:00 & 15:00-17:00, Sun 10:30-12:00, closed Mon; Astronomical Clock strikes on the hour daily 9:00-23:00, until 20:00 in winter; clock tower open Tue-Sun 9:00-21:00, Mon from 11:00, shorter hours Jan-March.

▲▲▲Charles Bridge Atmospheric, statue-lined bridge that connects the Old Town to the Lesser Town and Prague Castle.

▲▲▲Jewish Quarter Finest collection of Jewish sights in Europe, featuring various synagogues and an evocative cemetery. Hours: Most sights open Sun-Fri 9:00-18:00, Nov-March until 16:30, closed Sat and on Jewish holidays.

▲▲Museum of Medieval Art Best Gothic art in the country, at the former Convent of St. Agnes. Hours: Tue-Sun 10:00-18:00, closed Mon.

▲Havelská Market Colorful open-air market that sells crafts and produce. Hours: Daily 9:00-18:00.

▲Klementinum National Library’s lavish Baroque Hall and Observatory Tower (with views); visit by tour only. Hours: Tours daily every half-hour 10:00-17:30, shorter hours off-season.

New Town

▲▲▲Wenceslas Square Lively boulevard at the heart of modern Prague.

▲▲Municipal House Pure Art Nouveau architecture, including Prague’s largest concert hall and several eateries. Hours: Daily 10:00-18:00, but most of the interior is viewable by tour only.

▲Cold War Museum Re-creation of a nuclear-fallout shelter, in the basement of a hotel. Hours: English tours daily at 11:00, 13:00, 14:30, and 16:00.

▲Mucha Museum Easy-to-appreciate collection of Art Nouveau works by Czech artist Alphonse Mucha. Hours: Daily 10:00-18:00.

▲Museum of Communism The rise and fall of the regime, from start to Velvet finish. Hours: Daily 9:00-20:00.

▲National Memorial to the Heroes of the Heydrich Terror Tribute to members of the resistance, who assassinated a notorious Nazi architect of the Holocaust. Hours: Tue-Sun 9:00-17:00, closed Mon.

Lesser Town

▲Petřín Hill Lesser Town hill with public art, a funicular, and a replica of the Eiffel Tower. Hours: Funicular—daily 8:00-22:00; tower—daily 9:00-21:00, shorter hours off-season.

Castle Quarter

▲▲▲St. Vitus Cathedral The Czech Republic’s most important church, featuring a climbable tower and a striking stained-glass window by Art Nouveau artist Alphonse Mucha. Hours: Daily 9:00-17:00, Nov-March until 16:00, closed Sunday mornings for Mass.

▲▲Prague Castle Traditional seat of Czech rulers, with St. Vitus Cathedral, Old Royal Palace, Basilica of St. George, shop-lined Golden Lane, and lots of crowds. Hours: Castle sights—daily 9:00-17:00, Nov-March until 16:00; castle grounds—daily 6:00-22:00.

▲▲Lobkowicz Palace Delightful private art collection of a Czech noble family. Hours: Daily 10:00-18:00.

▲Strahov Monastery and Library Baroque center of learning, with ornate reading rooms and old-fashioned science exhibits. Hours: Daily 9:00-12:00 & 13:00-17:00.

▲Loreta Church Beautiful Baroque church, a pilgrim magnet for centuries, containing what some believe to be part of Mary’s house from Nazareth. Hours: Daily 9:00-17:00, Nov-March 9:30-16:00.



Lesser Town (Malá Strana): Nestled at the foot of Castle Hill is this pleasant former town of fine palaces and gardens (and a few minor sights).

Outside the Center: A short ride away on public transit, you’ll find Vyšehrad park, a good place to escape tourist crowds. Or take a day to explore some of the interesting sights that lie beyond the city’s boundaries.

Planning Your Time

The following day plans give an idea of how much an organized, motivated, and caffeinated person can see. Prague deserves at least two full sightseeing days, and you might want to consider other side trips.

Day 1: Take my Old Town Walk to get oriented to the city’s core. Have lunch in the Old Town or Lesser Town. Explore the Lesser Town. In midafternoon, follow my Jewish Quarter Tour. In the evening (tonight or other nights), consider a beer hall, live music, Black Light Theater, or a Metro ride to Vyšehrad park for a crowd-free stroll.

Day 2: In the morning, follow my Prague Castle Tour (see that chapter for strategies on avoiding lines and crowds). Have lunch near the castle or in the Lesser Town, then take the Metro to the Muzeum stop (at the National Museum) and do my Wenceslas Square Walk (and pop in to the Cold War Museum). Tour the Mucha Museum.

Day 3: Choose from any number of museums (see the Sights chapter for ideas), such as the Museum of Medieval Art, the Heydrich Terror memorial, or the Museum of Communism, or ascend the Old Town Hall tower for views.

With More Time: Consider a day trip to Kutná Hora, Terezín, or Karlštejn Castle (see here).

When to Go

The tourist season runs roughly from Easter through October, peaking in May, June, and September. July and August have the warmest weather and more daylight hours. Prague never really quiets down; winter travelers find the concert season in full swing and somewhat fewer crowds.


Rick’s Free Audio Tours and Video Clips

Rick Steves Audio Europe, a free app, makes it easy to download my audio tours and listen to them offline as you travel. For this book (look for the [image: ]), free audio tours cover my Prague City Walk. The app also offers my public radio show interviews with travel experts from around the globe. Scan the QR code on the inside front cover to find it in your app store, or visit RickSteves.com/AudioEurope.
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Rick Steves Classroom Europe, a powerful tool for teachers, is also useful for travelers. This video library contains about 600 short clips excerpted from my public television series. Enjoy these videos as you sort through options for your trip and to better understand what you’ll see in Europe. Check it out at Classroom.RickSteves.com.
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Before You Go

You’ll have a smoother trip if you tackle a few things ahead of time. For more details on these topics, see the Practicalities chapter and RickSteves.com, which has helpful travel-tip articles and videos.

Make sure your travel documents are valid. If your passport is due to expire within six months of your ticketed date of return, you need to renew it. Allow 12 weeks or more to renew or get a passport. Be aware of any entry requirements; you may need to register with the European Travel Information and Authorization System (ETIAS) before you travel (quick and easy process; check https://travel-europe.europa.eu/etias_en). Get passport and country-specific travel info at Travel.State.gov.

Arrange your transportation. Book your international flights. Figure out your transportation options. If traveling beyond Prague, research train reservations, rail passes, and car rentals.

Book rooms well in advance, especially if your trip falls during peak season or any major holidays or festivals.

Reserve ahead for key sights. Several castles (Konopiště and Karlštejn) require you to reserve a day or so ahead for a spot on a guided tour to visit all or part of the interior; request an English tour.

Consider travel insurance. Compare the cost of insurance to the cost of your potential loss. Understand what protections your credit card might offer and whether your existing insurance (health, homeowners, or renters) covers you and your possessions overseas.

Manage your money. “Tap-to-pay” or “contactless” cards are widely accepted and simple to use. You may need your card’s PIN for some purchases—request it if you don’t have one. Alert your bank that you’ll be using your cards in Europe. You don’t need to bring Czech crowns; you can withdraw them from ATMs in Europe.

Use your smartphone smartly. Sign up for an international service plan to reduce your costs, or rely on Wi-Fi in Europe instead. Download any apps you’ll want on the road, such as maps, translators, and Rick Steves Audio Europe (see sidebar).

Pack light. You’ll walk with your luggage more than you think. I travel for weeks with a single carry-on bag and a day pack. Use the packing checklist in Practicalities as a guide.

Travel Smart

If you have a positive attitude, equip yourself with good information (this book), and expect to travel smart, you will.

Pickpockets abound in crowded places where tourists congregate. Treat commotions as smokescreens for theft. Keep your passport and backup cash and cards secure in a money belt tucked under your clothes; carry only a day’s spending money and a card in your front pocket or wallet.

If you wilt easily, choose a hotel with air-conditioning, start your day early, take a midday siesta, and resume your sightseeing later.

Be sure to schedule in slack time for picnics, laundry, people-watching, leisurely dinners, shopping, and recharging your touristic batteries. Slow down and be open to unexpected experiences and the hospitality of the Czech people.

Munch on a trdlo in the Old Town Square, meander down twisting streets, or order a Pilsner at a local pub. As you visit places I know and love, I’m happy you’ll be meeting some of my favorite Czechs.

Happy travels! Užij si výlet!
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