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France is a place of gentle beauty, where the play of light transforms the routine into the exceptional. Here, you’ll discover a dizzying array of artistic and architectural wonders—soaring cathedrals, chandeliered châteaux, and museums filled with the cultural icons of the Western world. Gaze dreamy-eyed at Monet’s water lilies, rejoice amid the sunflowers that so moved Van Gogh, and roam the sunny coastlines that inspired Picasso and Matisse.

There are two Frances: Paris...and the rest of the country. France’s cultural energy has always been centered in Paris, resulting in an overwhelming concentration of world-class museums, cutting-edge architecture, and historic monuments. The other France venerates land, tradition, and a slower pace of life. Le terroir (the soil) brings the flavor to food and wine and nourishes the life the French enjoy. Although the country’s brain resides in Paris, its soul lives in its villages—and that’s where you’ll feel the pulse of France.

L’art de vivre—the art of living—is not just a cute expression. France demands that you slow down and savor the finer things. Come with an appetite to understand and a willingness to experience. Linger in sidewalk cafés, make unplanned stops a habit, and surrender to the play of light as the Impressionists did.

France is Europe’s most diverse, tasty, and exciting country. Bienvenue! You’ve chosen well.

THE BEST OF FRANCE

This book focuses on France’s top destinations—a mix of the most interesting cities and intimate villages, from jet-setting beach resorts to the traditional heartland.

Paris is the queen of culture. Coastal Normandy features romantic Honfleur, historic Bayeux, the stirring D-Day beaches, and the surreal island abbey of Mont St-Michel. The lovely Loire offers beaucoup de châteaux in all shapes and sizes. Go back in time in the Dordogne to visit prehistoric cave art and cliff-hanging medieval castles. You won’t need a year in Provence to enjoy down-to-earth Arles, elegant Avignon, and the Côtes du Rhône wine road. On the French Riviera, choose your favorite coastal resort and become an expert in the art of relaxation. Wine connoisseurs savor Burgundy. When there are interesting sights or towns near my top destinations, I cover them briefly (as “Near” sights), to help you enjoyably fill out a free day or a longer stay.

Beyond the major destinations, I also cover the Best of the Rest. These worthwhile destinations don’t quite make my top cut, but are worth seeing if you have more time: Reims (with Champagne caves), Carcassonne (with medieval walls), Chamonix (with alpine wonders), and Colmar (with Germanic flair).
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To help you link the top sights, I’ve designed a two-week itinerary (see here), with tips for tailoring it to your interests.
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THE BEST OF PARIS

Paris is the grand-dame of art, culture, and fine living. Climb up the Arc de Triomphe, saunter down the Champs-Elysées, cruise the Seine, and zip to the top of the Eiffel Tower. Savor France’s greatest selection of cuisine, and explore the City of Light at night, when Paris sparkles.




THE BEST OF PARIS

[image: image]

The colorful gardens at Versailles lead into a vast park with ponds, fountains, and a royal retreat.




THE BEST OF PARIS
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The Rodin Museum’s iconic statue, The Thinker, ponders in the garden.




THE BEST OF PARIS
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The best time to enjoy a Seine riverboat cruise is at sunset.




THE BEST OF PARIS
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Paris’ oldest and most appealing square, Place des Vosges, is in the Marais district.




THE BEST OF PARIS
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The grand square in front of Notre-Dame Cathedral is the physical and historic center of France.




THE BEST OF PARIS
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The Eiffel Tower is loveliest at night when it’s floodlit.




THE BEST OF PARIS
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The Louvre Museum’s pyramid entrance glistens at twilight.




THE BEST OF PARIS
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Notre-Dame Cathedral, the most famous Gothic church in the world, is the symbolic heart of France.




THE BEST OF NORMANDY

Sweeping coastlines, half-timbered towns, and thatched roofs decorate the rolling green hills of Normandy. Its rugged coast harbors, enchanting fishing villages like Honfleur, and memories of a WWII battle that changed the course of history remain timeless. And on its western border, the island-abbey of Mont St-Michel rises serene and majestic, oblivious to the tides of tourists.




THE BEST OF NORMANDY
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Rising dramatically from the sea, Mont St-Michel has long attracted pilgrims and travelers.




THE BEST OF NORMANDY
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In picturesque Bayeux, a stone building on the River Aure sports an old waterwheel.




THE BEST OF NORMANDY
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In a series of scenes, the Bayeux Tapestry depicts William the Conqueror’s victory over England in 1066.




THE BEST OF NORMANDY
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At Pointe du Hoc, US Army Rangers heroically scaled cliffs under Nazi fire on D-Day, June 6, 1944.




THE BEST OF NORMANDY

[image: image]

The American Cemetery, which lies above Omaha Beach, makes a powerful pilgrimage.




THE BEST OF NORMANDY
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Creamy cheeses, including locally made Camembert, tempt buyers at cheese shops.




THE BEST OF NORMANDY

[image: image]

Charming, half-timbered buildings dot townscapes throughout Normandy.




THE BEST OF NORMANDY
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Honfleur’s harbor is lined with skinny, soaring homes from the 16th and17th centuries.




THE BEST OF THE LOIRE

The Loire Valley is crisscrossed by rivers, laced with rolling hills, and dotted with inviting towns like Amboise. Thanks to a strategic location, it’s also home to more than a thousand castles and palaces. Admire Chenonceau’s dreamy elegance, be dazzled by the sheer scale of Chambord, and appreciate the homey intimacy of Cheverny.




THE BEST OF THE LOIRE
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Arcing over the Cher River, the graceful Château de Chenonceau is the toast of the Loire.




THE BEST OF THE LOIRE
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The rooftop of massive Château de Chambord is a pincushion of spires and towers.




THE BEST OF THE LOIRE
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Loire pâtisseries and salons de thé offer enticing chocolates and desserts.




THE BEST OF THE LOIRE
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The defense-minded Château de Chaumont features palatial luxury, fine gardens, and state-of-the-art stables.




THE BEST OF THE LOIRE
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The many hunting dogs at Château de Cheverny are a throwback to aristocratic times.




THE BEST OF THE LOIRE
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The gardens at the Château de Villandry are the most elaborate and decorative in the Loire.




THE BEST OF THE DORDOGNE

Sunflowers, walnut orchards, and tobacco plants decorate the Dordogne River Valley’s floor, while stone fortresses patrol the cliffs above. The joys of the Dordogne include lazy canoe rides, thriving market towns, and mouth-watering local cuisine. But it’s most famous for its cache of prehistoric cave paintings.




THE BEST OF THE DORDOGNE
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Floating down the lazy Dordogne River is the best way to appreciate this glorious region.




THE BEST OF THE DORDOGNE
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The locally quarried stone, used here for a church in Domme, exudes a timeless warmth.




THE BEST OF THE DORDOGNE
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In summer, radiant fields of sunflowers brighten large swaths of the Dordogne.




THE BEST OF THE DORDOGNE
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Classic delicacies of the region are pâtés and fois gras—worth loosening your belt for.




THE BEST OF THE DORDOGNE
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It’s dinnertime on the main square of Sarlat, one of France’s most pedestrian-friendly towns.




THE BEST OF THE DORDOGNE
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Colorful paintings in the Lascaux caves show off the artistry of prehistoric people.




THE BEST OF THE DORDOGNE
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The brooding Château de Castlenaud was an English stronghold during the Hundred Years’ War.




THE BEST OF PROVENCE

Provence features lively cities, adorable hill-capping villages, scenic vineyards, and some of Europe’s best Roman ruins. Like Van Gogh, enjoy a starry, starry night in Arles. In Avignon, wander the brooding Palace of the Popes. Then sample the wines and splendid scenery of the Côtes du Rhône.




THE BEST OF PROVENCE
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Fragrant samples of lavender are a common sight in Provence’s shops and restaurants.




THE BEST OF PROVENCE
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In Arles, the Place du Forum is lined with cafés and filled with ambience.




THE BEST OF PROVENCE
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The Pont du Gard aqueduct is one of the world’s most magnificent Roman monuments.




THE BEST OF PROVENCE
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Provençal outdoor markets are France’s best, offering the most fun and greatest range of products.




THE BEST OF PROVENCE
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Boules, popular in Provence, is a social yet serious sport that’s entertaining to watch or play.




THE BEST OF PROVENCE
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The powerful Palace of the Popes evokes medieval memories of when the popes ruled from Avignon.




THE BEST OF PROVENCE
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Easels featuring scenes from Van Gogh’s time in Arles illustrate the artist’s unique vision.




THE BEST OF PROVENCE
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Provence is littered with brilliant Roman structures like this arena—nearly 2,000 years old—in Arles.




THE BEST OF THE FRENCH RIVIERA

Stunning beaches, appealing towns, and intriguing museums lie along the French Riviera. Seductive Nice has world-class museums and an irresistible beachfront promenade. Lovely little Villefranche-sur-Mer charms visitors, the lively port of Antibes offers silky beaches, and Monaco extends a royal welcome. Balmy evenings on the Riviera are made for strolling.




THE BEST OF THE FRENCH RIVIERA
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Nice, the Riviera’s capital, offers an engaging mix of urban sightseeing and seaside relaxation.




THE BEST OF THE FRENCH RIVIERA
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The French Riviera’s Italianate character is revealed in old-town centers.




THE BEST OF THE FRENCH RIVIERA
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Monte Carlo’s elegant casino lies between a lush park and the Mediterranean.




THE BEST OF THE FRENCH RIVIERA
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A refreshing salade niçoise makes an ideal lunch or light dinner on warm days.




THE BEST OF THE FRENCH RIVIERA
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The Picasso Museum in Antibes, housed in a fine stone building, showcases a memorable collection of the artist’s work.




THE BEST OF THE FRENCH RIVIERA
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Renting a lounge chair is the perfect antidote to Nice’s rocky beaches.




THE BEST OF BURGUNDY

Burgundy welcomes wine lovers with open doors and scenic drives. The compact capital of Beaune features a colorful medieval hospital, full-bodied wines, and pedestrian-friendly strolls. Exploring the nearby villages and vineyards—by car or by bike—is a delight.




THE BEST OF BURGUNDY
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Beaune’s medieval hospital welcomed patients 500 years ago and dazzles travelers today.




THE BEST OF BURGUNDY
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Market days in Burgundy offer a chance to sample what’s fresh and to meet the producer.




THE BEST OF BURGUNDY
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Traditional wine tastings in Burgundy come with pewter wine cups and candlelight.




THE BEST OF BURGUNDY
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The Château de la Rochepot is beautifully situated in the hills above Beaune.




THE BEST OF BURGUNDY
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Only the French can make a snail taste good. Be sure to sample escargots.




THE BEST OF THE REST

With extra time, add any of these destinations to your itinerary. A short trip east of Paris, Reims offers a historic cathedral and sparkling Champagne cellars. Farther east, Germanic Alsace is home to half-timbered buildings and the charming town of Colmar. A few hours southeast of Paris, Chamonix delivers grand alpine panoramas. Europe’s greatest fortress city, Carcassonne, guards its perch in southern France.




THE BEST OF THE REST
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Chamonix’s Aiguille du Midi is the highest French Alp reachable by cable car.




THE BEST OF THE REST
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Reims’ magnificent cathedral gleams at night with 800 years of history.




THE BEST OF THE REST

[image: image]

The feudal fortress of Carcassonne is a romantic’s dream come true.




THE BEST OF THE REST
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Colmar’s lovely half-timbered, pastel buildings proudly show off its Germanic heritage.



TRAVEL SMART

Approach France like a veteran traveler, even if it’s your first trip. Design your itinerary, get a handle on your budget, make advance arrangements, and follow my travel strategies on the road. For my best advice on sightseeing, accommodations, restaurants, and transportation, see the Practicalities chapter.

Designing Your Itinerary

Decide when to go. Late spring and fall generally have decent weather and lighter crowds. Summer brings festivals, good weather, and tourists. Crowds hit their peak from mid-July to mid-August, but they concentrate primarily on the Alps, the Riviera, and the Dordogne. June is generally quiet outside of Paris. Winter travel is fine for Paris and Nice, but smaller cities are buttoned up tight. The weather is gray, milder in the south, and wetter in the north. Sights and tourist information offices keep shorter hours.

Choose your top destinations. My itinerary (on here) gives you an idea of how much you can reasonably see in 14 days, but it’s easy to adapt it to fit your interests and time frame.

Suave, classy Paris is a must for anyone, especially for art and history lovers. WWII buffs storm the Normandy beaches while sun worshippers bask on the Riviera. Fans of opulent architecture explore luxurious Loire châteaux. Wine devotees meander along the wine roads of Provence and Burgundy. If you like your art prehistoric, linger in the Dordogne, but if it’s ancient Roman ruins you’re after, focus on Provence. Hikers love to go wandering in the French Alps, and photographers want to go just about everywhere.

Draft a rough itinerary. Figure out how many destinations you can comfortably fit in the time you have. Don’t overdo it—few travelers wish they’d hurried more. Allow enough days per stop: Count on at least two days for major destinations (and at least three days for sights-packed Paris and spread-out Normandy).

Staying in a home base (like Paris, Arles, or Nice) and making day trips can be more time-efficient than changing locations and hotels. Minimize one-night stands. It can be worth taking a late-afternoon drive or train ride to get settled into a town for two nights.

Connect the dots. Link your destinations into a logical route. Determine which cities you’ll fly into and out of; begin your search for transatlantic flights.

[image: image]

Decide if you’ll travel by car, take public transportation, or use a combination. Regions that are ideal to explore by car—Normandy’s D-Day beaches, the Loire, the Dordogne, and Provence—usually offer minivan tours, buses, or taxis for nondrivers. A car is useless in big cities (park it). If relying on public transportation, the bigger cities are easy to visit and well connected by trains, but buses reach some places that trains can’t.

Even if you’re flying into Paris, you don’t need to start your trip there. You could drive or take the train to Bayeux in Normandy for a gentler small-town start, and let Paris be the finale, when you’re rested and ready to tackle the big city. Or you could fly into Nice and out of Paris; many find the easygoing Mediterranean city of Nice easier than Paris as a starting point.

Allot sufficient time for transportation in your itinerary. Whether you travel by car, train, or bus, it’ll take a half-day to get between most destinations.

To determine approximate transportation times, study the driving map (on here) or check Google Maps; visit Bahn.com or Sncf.com for train schedules. If France is part of a bigger trip, consider budget flights; check Skyscanner.com for intra-European flights.

Plan your days. Fine-tune your itinerary; write out a day-by-day plan of where you’ll be and what you want to see. To help make the most of your time, I’ve suggested day plans for destinations. But check the opening hours of sights; avoid visiting a town on the one day a week that your must-see sight is closed. Research whether any holidays or festivals will fall during your trip—these attract crowds and can close sights (for the latest, visit France’s tourist website, http://us.france.fr). Note major sights where advance reservations are smart or a free Rick Steves audio tour is available.

Give yourself some slack. Every trip—and every traveler—needs downtime for doing laundry, picnic shopping, relaxing, people-watching, and so on. Pace yourself. Assume you will return.

Ready, set... You’ve designed the perfect itinerary for the trip of a lifetime.

Trip Costs

Run a reality check on your dream trip. You’ll have major transportation costs in addition to daily expenses.

Flight: A round-trip flight from the US to Paris or Nice costs about $1,000-1,500, depending on where you fly from and when (cheaper in winter).

Public Transportation: If you’re following my two-week itinerary, allow $500 per person for buses and second-class trains. Buying train tickets as you go can be fine for short rides, but expensive for long ones. To save money, buy a rail pass and make seat reservations (note that rail passes must be purchased outside of Europe), or lock in reserved tickets with advance-purchase discounts. In some cases, a short flight can be cheaper than taking the train. Make good use of bus companies such as BlaBlaCar buses and Flixbus.

Car Rental: Allow roughly $350-500 per week (booked well in advance), not including tolls, gas, parking, and insurance. Rentals and leases (an economical way to go if you need a car for at least three weeks) are cheaper if arranged from the US.

Budget Tips: Cut your daily expenses by taking advantage of the deals you’ll find throughout France and mentioned in this book.

Some businesses—especially hotels and walking-tour companies—offer discounts to my readers (look for the RS% symbol in the listings in this book).
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This unforgettable trip will show you the very best France has to offer. It’s geared for drivers but can be traveled by public transportation.









	DAY
	PLAN
	SLEEP





	 
	Arrive in Paris, orient to your neighborhood
	Paris



	1
	Sightsee Paris
	Paris



	2
	Paris
	Paris



	3
	Drivers rent a car in Paris and head for Normandy’s Bayeux (3 hours by train), stopping in Honfleur en route (easier for drivers)
	Bayeux



	4
	D-Day beaches (by car, taxi, or minivan tour)
	Bayeux



	5
	Morning for Bayeux, afternoon travel to Mont St-Michel (2.5 hours with a train-and-bus combination)
	Mont St-Michel



	6
	Travel to Loire Valley (5 hours by train), visit Amboise in afternoon
	Amboise



	7
	Explore the Loire Valley (by car, shuttle bus, minivan tour, taxi, or bike)
	Amboise



	8
	Travel to Sarlat-le-Canéda (6 hours by train); drivers visit Oradour-sur-Glane en route
	Sarlat



	9
	Explore the Dordogne (by car, taxi, minivan tour, canoe, or bike)
	Sarlat



	10
	More Dordogne, then travel to Carcassonne (6 hours by train)
	Carcassonne



	11
	Travel to Arles (3 hours by train)
	Arles



	12
	Explore Provence (by car, bus, train, minivan tour, or bike)
	Arles



	13
	Travel to Nice (4 hours by train); drivers drop off car in Nice
	Nice



	14
	Explore the Riviera (by train and bus)
	Nice



	 
	Fly out of Nice
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Customize this itinerary. If history doesn’t interest you, neither would the D-Day beaches (skip Day 4). You could trim a day by overnighting in Arles on Day 10 rather than Carcassonne.

Adding Burgundy

Wine lovers can add this extension and end up with a grand finale in Paris.









	DAY
	PLAN
	SLEEP





	15
	Travel from Nice to Beaune in Burgundy (7 hours by train)
	Beaune



	16
	Explore Beaune and nearby vineyards
	Beaune



	17
	Return to Paris (2.5 hours by train); drivers drop off car in Dijon, then catch train
	Paris



	 
	Fly home
	 








Average Daily Expenses Per Person
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Reserve your rooms directly with the hotel. Some hotels offer a discount if you pay in cash and/or stay three or more nights (check online or ask). Or check Airbnb-type sites for deals.

It’s easy to eat cheap in France. You can get tasty, affordable meals at bakeries (sandwiches, quiche, and mini-pizzas), cafés, créperies, department-store cafeterias, and takeout stands. Cultivate the art of picnicking in atmospheric settings.

City transit passes (for multiple rides or all-day use) decrease your cost per ride in Paris: Buy a Navigo pass, load it with euros, and use it to cover transit within Paris as well as to outlying châteaux and airports.

Avid sightseers buy combo-tickets or sightseeing passes that cover multiple museums (like the worthwhile Paris Museum Pass). If a town doesn’t offer deals, visit the sights that interest you most, and seek out free sights and experiences (people-watching counts).

When you splurge, choose an experience you’ll always remember, such as a concert in Paris’ Sainte-Chapelle or an alpine lift to panoramic views. Minimize souvenir shopping; focus instead on collecting wonderful memories.

Before You Go

You’ll have a smoother trip if you tackle a few things ahead of time. For more details on these topics, see the Practicalities chapter and Ricksteves.com, which has helpful travel-tip articles and videos.

Make sure your travel documents are valid. If your passport expires within six months of your return date, renew it (allow 12-plus weeks). Be aware of entry requirements; you may need to register with the ETIAS (https://travel-europe.europa.eu/etias_en). Get passport and country-specific travel info at Travel.State.gov. 

Arrange your transportation. Book your international flights. It’s worth thinking about buying essential train tickets in advance, getting a rail pass, renting a car, or booking cheap European flights. Train travelers are required to make seat reservations for high-speed trains (your only option on some routes); book these as early as possible, as trains can fill up and pass-holder reservations are limited. Drivers: Consider bringing an International Driving Permit (sold at AAA offices in the US, www.aaa.com) along with your US license.


Rick’s Free Video Clips and Audio Tours

Rick Steves Classroom Europe, a powerful tool for teachers, is also useful for travelers. This video library contains about 500 short clips excerpted from my public television series. Check it out at Classroom.RickSteves.com (just enter a topic to find everything I’ve filmed on a subject).
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Rick Steves Audio Europe, a free app, makes it easy to download my audio tours and listen to them offline as you travel. For this book (look for the [image: image]), these audio tours cover sights and neighborhoods in Paris. Find it in your app store or at RickSteves.com/AudioEurope.
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Book rooms well in advance, especially if your trip falls during peak season or any major holidays or festivals.

Reserve ahead for key sights. In Paris, advance tickets are required for the Louvre and Orangerie museums, Sainte-Chapelle, and the Palace of Versailles; reservations are also smart for the Eiffel Tower. Some prehistoric caves in the Dordogne region require reservations. For the greatest cave, Font-de-Gaume, you must book a tour as far ahead as possible.

Hire guides in advance. Popular guides can get booked up; reserve by email as far ahead as possible.

Consider travel insurance. Compare the cost of insurance to the cost of your potential loss. Check whether your existing insurance (health, homeowners, or renters) covers you and your possessions overseas.

Call your bank. Alert your bank that you’ll be using your debit and credit cards in Europe. Ask about transaction fees, and if you don’t already have one, get a “contactless” credit card (request your card PIN, too). You won’t need to bring along euros; you can withdraw currency from cash machines while traveling.

Use your smartphone smartly. Sign up for an international service plan to reduce your costs, or rely on Wi-Fi in Europe instead. Download any apps you’ll want on the road, such as maps, translators, transit schedules, and Rick Steves Audio Europe (see sidebar).

Pack light. You’ll walk with your luggage more than you think. I travel for weeks with a single carry-on bag and a day pack. Use the packing checklist in the Practicalities chapter as a guide.

Travel Strategies on the Road

If you have a positive attitude, equip yourself with good information (this book), and expect to travel smart, you will.

Read—and reread—this book. To have an “A” trip, be an “A” student. Note opening hours of sights, closed days, crowd-beating tips, and whether reservations are required or advisable. Check the latest at www.ricksteves.com/update.

Be your own tour guide. As you travel, get up-to-date info on sights, reserve tickets and tours, reconfirm hotels and travel arrangements, and check transit connections. Upon arrival in a new town, lay the groundwork for a smooth departure; confirm the train, bus, or road you’ll take when you leave.

Give local tours a spin. Your appreciation of a city or region and its history can increase dramatically if you take a walking tour in any big city or even hire a private guide. If you want to learn more about any aspect of France, you’re in the right place with experts happy to teach you.

Outsmart thieves. Pickpockets abound in crowded places where tourists congregate. Treat commotions as smokescreens for theft. Keep your cash, credit cards, and passport secure in a money belt tucked under your clothes; carry only a day’s spending money in your front pocket or wallet. Don’t set valuable items down on counters or café tabletops where they can be quickly stolen or easily forgotten.

Minimize potential loss. Keep expensive gear to a minimum. Bring copies of important documents (passport and cards) to aid in replacement if the originals are lost or stolen. Back up photos and files frequently.

Beat the summer heat. If you wilt easily, choose a hotel with air-conditioning, start your day early, take a midday siesta, and resume your sightseeing later.

Guard your time and energy. Taking a taxi (or Uber) can be a good value if it saves you a long wait for a cheap bus or an exhausting walk across town. To avoid long lines, follow my crowd-beating tips in this book, such as making advance reservations or sightseeing early or late.

Be flexible. Even if you have a well-planned itinerary, expect changes, strikes, closures, sore feet, bad weather, and so on. Your Plan B could turn out to be even better. And if problems arise, keep things in perspective. You’re on vacation in a beautiful country.

Attempt the language. The French appreciate your effort. If you learn even just a few pleasantries, you’ll get more smiles and make more friends. Apps such as Google Translate work for on-the-go translation help, but you can get a head start by practicing the survival phrases near the end of this book.

Connect with the culture. Interacting with locals carbonates your experience. Enjoy the friendliness of the French people. Ask questions; most locals are happy to point you in their idea of the right direction. Set up your own quest for the best croissant, sidewalk café, hill town, or the château you’d like to call home. When an unexpected opportunity pops up, say “oui.”

France...here you come!

[image: image]


Welcome to Rick Steves’ Europe
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Travel is intensified living—maximum thrills per minute and one of the last great sources of legal adventure. Travel is freedom. It’s recess, and we need it.

I discovered a passion for European travel as a teen and have been sharing it ever since—through my bus tours, public television and radio shows, and travel guidebooks. Over the years, I’ve taught millions of travelers how to best enjoy Europe’s blockbuster sights—and experience “Back Door” discoveries that most tourists miss.

Written with my talented co-author, Steve Smith, this book offers you a balanced mix of France’s lively cities and cozy towns, from the traditional heartland to jet-setting beach resorts. It’s selective—rather than listing dozens of beautiful châteaux in the Loire region, we cover only the top five. And it’s in-depth: Our self-guided museum tours, city walks, and driving tours provide insight into France’s vibrant history and today’s living, breathing culture.

We advocate traveling simply and smartly. Take advantage of our money- and time-saving tips on sightseeing, transportation, and more. Try local, characteristic alternatives to pricey chain hotels and famous restaurants. In many ways, spending more money only builds a thicker wall between you and what you traveled so far to see.

We visit France to experience it—to become temporary locals. Thoughtful travel engages us with the world, as we learn to appreciate other cultures and new ways to measure quality of life.

Judging from the positive feedback we receive from readers, this book will help you enjoy a fun, affordable, and rewarding vacation—whether it’s your first trip or your tenth.

Bon voyage! Happy travels!
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