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Introduction The Intrigue


I have been fishing for as long as I can remember . . . and writing about it almost as long. I have caught bluefish and stripers in New England; trout in Idaho, New York, and Spain; barracuda in Senegal’s winding Saloum River; salmon in Alaska, Scotland, Japan, and Russia; and other fish in other places. When I go somewhere, I look for a fishing opportunity. When I look at water—a river, a stretch of ocean, a lake, or even a pond—I always wonder what fish are there and what they are eating. Some of us find a connection with nature by chasing deer in forests or watching birds in flight. Fishing connects us with a mysterious side of nature that we cannot—at first glance—see. That is part of the attraction: We are trying to outsmart unseen wildlife. Though we cannot see them, we try to predict their movements; it’s like hunting lions in the dark. I’m drawn to the intrigue of trying to penetrate an unknown world. It is a complicated world, difficult to understand, with an order to it and natural laws.
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