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WHAT MAKES A MERRY CHRISTMAS?

The proportions may vary from one home to the next, but the ingredients tend to hold true for most. To us, the jolliest holidays comprise a blend of the tried and true and the unexpected—beloved traditions along with whimsical surprises. Heirloom recipes, silly rituals, oddball ornaments, family in-jokes. Licking the beaters, baking breakfast bread, stringing a popcorn garland, and untangling the lights (okay, maybe not that one). Early pots of coffee and late-night sips of warm cocoa or mulled wine. They’re about fun, magic, joy, and above all, the shedding of everyday preoccupations to be truly in the moment with the people you love best (or as many of them as you can fit under one roof).

Because there’s always room for more holiday magic, we’ve mined the magazine’s archives to bring you some of our favorite country-Christmas decorating ideas, handmade gift inspiration, and recipes for unbeatable entrees, elevated side dishes, and holiday desserts so pretty they belong on a pedestal.

As for the silly rituals and family in-jokes—well, those are still all up to you.
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decorate
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IDEAS FOR EVERY ROOM

Decorating your home for the holidays is like unwrapping a gift in reverse: Instead of peeling back the layers of patterned paper, gleefully ripping off ribbons and bows (or gingerly removing them to store in a box for later use), you’re adding on layers, bundling your home—and by extension, all those who enter it—in your most appealing, and personal, array of seasonal accoutrements. From the day you haul home that prized specimen from the tree farm (or unearth your beloved artificial number from the storage shed) to the moment the last heirloom linens have been laid out on the dining room table, prepping your home for another year of Christmas festivities is an act of celebration in and of itself.
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The holidays are all about anticipation, and nothing sets the stage for the good times to come like a joyfully adorned front door. Seasonal greenery, a cheery bunting, wintry artwork, even a full-size tree—it’s all fair game, indoors or out.
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