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LETTER FROM THE EDITORS

We all want to be capable. We want to be the person who doesn’t have to call a handyman every time there’s a rip in the screen door or the shower drain makes a funny sound. We want to be a resource for friends and family, offering tools, advice, and the occasional helping hand. Basically, we want to be Popular Mechanics Senior Home Editor Roy Berendsohn.

There are a few ways to get there. In Roy’s case, you work in cabinetry and construction, then learn on the job as a staff member at Popular Mechanics for nearly three decades. That takes a while, as does the option of apprenticing under a plumber, carpenter, and electrician. Or you can take full advantage of the book in your hands. Drawing on Popular Mechanics’115-year history of instruction, this book presents solutions to more than 150 common home problems. It is written for everyone, regardless of experience. It should serve as a memory-jog for those who have some training and an easy-to-understand introduction for those who don’t.

How you use this book is up to you. You can read it as needed—keeping it on the shelf for emergencies and hitting the index when you need help with a specific problem. Or you can read it all at once, preemptively. Or you can do both. Whatever your situation, we expect this guide to become one of the most-read items on your bookshelf.

Even with all the information packed in How To Fix Anything, we know that you’ll face challenges not covered in these pages. In those moments, however, you will be more prepared. With this book, you’ll have the knowledge and confidence you need to do one of the most important things in home repair: adapt.
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