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         People are like stained-glass windows. They sparkle and shine when the sun is out, but when the darkness sets in, their true
            beauty is revealed only if there is a light from within.
         

         —Elisabeth Kübler-Ross

      

   

      
         The fact that I am a woman does not make me a different kind of Christian, but the fact that I am a Christian does make me
            a different kind of woman. For I have accepted God’s idea of me, and my whole life is an offering back to Him of all that
            I am and all that He wants me to be.
         

         —Elisabeth Elliot

      


      
      
         Beloved, surrender wholeheartedly to Jesus Christ, who loves you. As you drink from the deep well of Scripture, the Lord will
            refresh you and cleanse you, mold you and re-create you through His Living Word. For the Bible is the very breath of God,
            giving life eternal to those who seek Him.
         

         —Francine Rivers

      

   
      
      INTRODUCTION

[image: image]


      We women treasure special memories in our hearts, and there we store our dreams, tears, unanswered questions, encouraging words,
         and laughter through the years. We can understand how Mary, a young woman and a new mother, treasured memories and words she
         didn’t understand that concerned the son she loved. She pondered, reflected, wondered what it all meant, and kept these things
         in her heart.
      

      Our hearts must be kept in good condition. Forgiveness cleans them and keeps them spiritually healthy. Faith in God keeps
         them beating steady. God’s love fills us and his Holy Spirit helps us discern what to treasure and what to release—hurts and
         words that wound.
      

      Pondering God’s messages for us in the Bible helps us process their meaning. Treasuring the Bible keeps its words close at
         hand, available to recall and encourage us as we face our challenges and follow our dreams.
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         Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.

         Luke 2:19 NIV

      

   
      
      SIGNIFICANCE
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      God has a plan for every woman that transcends her past and even her present. We might not feel important, but we are significant
         to God. Whether he gives us tasks that are small or tremendous, God will use whatever we do for his glory. When we respond
         to him, we are significant, and what we do does make a difference. Bible passages about specific women reveal surprising impact
         and insights.
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         We are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.

         Ephesians 2:10 NLT

      

      
   
      
      
      JANUARY 1
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      YOU ARE IMPORTANT

      
      
         As you know, the human body is not made up of only one part, but of many parts. Suppose a foot says, “I’m not a hand, so I’m
            not part of the body!” Would that mean it’s no longer part of the body? Or suppose an ear says, “I’m not an eye, so I’m not
            a part of the body!” Would that mean it’s no longer part of the body? If the whole body were an eye, how could it hear? If
            the whole body were an ear, how could it smell? So God put each and every part of the body together as he wanted it….
         

         If one part of the body suffers, all the other parts share its suffering. If one part is praised, all the others share in
            its happiness.
         

         1 Corinthians 12:14–18, 26 GOD’S WORD

      

      [image: image]

      
      We’re not all in the spotlight. Your name might not be as familiar as the name of your favorite Christian author or speaker,
         but that doesn’t make you less important.
      

      
      The church at Corinth struggled with fighting among themselves. This part of the letter Paul wrote to the Corinthians emphasizes
         that all believers are part of Christ’s body, with the same goal of living for Jesus and sharing our faith. Like these early
         Christians, we need to understand that the people who clean the church restrooms, feed the homeless, or care for an elderly
         parent are as important as those who write great Christian songs or preach to thousands.
      

      
      God wants Christians to work together as Jesus’ body. Each cell in the body helps the body function. We need to use our talents
         and gifts to fill the needs we can meet, not those someone else’s abilities are needed for. We can cooperate. Express appreciation
         and pray for each person doing God’s work, from Sunday school teachers to custodians to pastors and parents—and many more.
         Next time you’re at church, thank some you see for their roles as part of Christ’s body.
      

      
   
      
      
      JANUARY 2
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      REASON FOR RESPECT

      
      
         Conduct yourselves properly (honorably, righteously) among the Gentiles, so that, although they may slander you as evildoers,
            [yet] they may by witnessing your good deeds [come to] glorify God in the day of inspection [when God shall look upon you
            wanderers as a pastor or shepherd looks over his flock].
         

         Be submissive to every human institution and authority for the sake of the Lord, whether it be to the emperor as supreme,
            or to governors as sent by him to bring vengeance (punishment, justice) to those who do wrong and to encourage those who do
            good service.
         

         For it is God’s will and intention that by doing right [your good and honest lives] should silence (muzzle, gag) the ignorant
            charges and ill-informed criticisms of foolish persons….
         

         Show respect for all men [treat them honorably].

         1 Peter 2:12–15, 17 AMP
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      She’s lost my respect” is a common expression that shows judgment of others. In this passage, Peter addresses Christians who
         had been scattered from Rome because of persecution and continued to face challenges because of their faith. How should they
         act toward those who mistreated them? What’s God’s perspective on respect?
      

      
      This passage from one of Peter’s letters urges us to imitate Jesus as we relate to other people. Jesus treated people with
         dignity, even those who crucified him. Every individual is significant to God because he made us all, even people who hurt
         us or try to suppress our faith. Regardless of what a person does, he or she is still a human being created by God, and God
         wants everyone to believe in Jesus. Our attitudes and integrity should be above reproach, leaving no room for criticism. Then
         our lives will show our faith and might help someone else to believe.
      

      
      When someone at work spreads rumors or criticizes you, or if neighbors complain about all the cars when you hold a home Bible
         study, continue to show respect. Respecting a person affirms that individual’s worth as a child God loves.
      

      
   
      
      
      JANUARY 3
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      GEMSTONES

      
      
         You are coming to Christ, the living stone who was rejected by humans but was chosen as precious by God. You come to him as
            living stones, a spiritual house that is being built into a holy priesthood. So offer spiritual sacrifices that God accepts
            through Jesus Christ. That is why Scripture says, “I am laying a chosen and precious cornerstone in Zion, and the person who
            believes in him will never be ashamed.”…
         

         However, you are chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, people who belong to God. You were chosen to tell about
            the excellent qualities of God, who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not God’s people, but
            now you are. Once you were not shown mercy, but now you have been shown mercy.
         

         1 Peter 2:4–6, 9–10 GOD’S WORD
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      Miners search for valuable gems, sifting dirt and breaking rocks open to find them. Gems form as molten rock cools and crystallizes;
         they’re found in a rough state and must be cut and polished to reach their full value.
      

      
      Many people think they don’t need Jesus and that he’s of no value to them. After the Resurrection and the beginning of the
         church, many Jews considered Christians foolish and persecuted them. Peter wrote his letter to persecuted Christians to remind
         them of their value and the value of Jesus.
      

      
      The imagery of the cornerstone was familiar at this time; the large stone needed to be straight and square as the first one
         in place. Then the building would be straight and firm. Jesus is also called precious, like a valuable gemstone that was already
         polished. We build on Jesus and what he did, and all our work is part of what he began.
      

      
      As we build our lives on Jesus, we are viewed as living stones. When we apply God’s Word or teach someone else about the Bible,
         we are building on what Jesus did. We become polished gemstones as we become more like Christ.
      

      
   
      
      
      JANUARY 4
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      WANDERER TURNED COMMUNITY BUILDER

      
      
         [Ephraim] went in to his wife, and she conceived and bore a son, and he named him Beriah, because misfortune had come upon
            his house. His daughter was Sheerah, who built lower and upper Beth-horon, also Uzzen-sheerah. Rephah was his son along with
            Resheph, Telah his son, Tahan his son, Ladan his son, Ammihud his son, Elishama his son, Non his son and Joshua his son.
         

         Their possessions and settlements were Bethel with its towns, and to the east Naaran, and to the west Gezer with its towns,
            and Shechem with its towns as far as Ayyah with its towns, and along the borders of the sons of Manasseh, Beth-shean with
            its towns, Taanach with its towns, Megiddo with its towns, Dor with its towns. In these lived the sons of Joseph the son of
            Israel.
         

         1 Chronicles 7:23–29 NASB
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      Sheerah is hidden among the pages of the genealogy of Ephraim, the same as her contemporary Joshua. Other women are mentioned
         merely because of their relationship as wife, daughter, or sister. Remarkably, Sheerah built towns. One of her towns formed
         a tribal boundary.
      

      
      The book of Chronicles was written after God’s people settled the Promised Land. It records the genealogy of God’s people
         and provides a who’s who in their history. With her people, Sheerah spent years wandering in the desert with no place to call
         home. She crossed the Jordan to settle in the land God promised to give them. She watched the priests and soldiers march around
         Jericho and saw the city walls collapse. Years of wandering gave her time to dream of a better future, a home and community.
         She seized the opportunity and enthusiastically built not one but three towns. She served as an architect, contractor, and
         community planner.
      

      
      Many women continue dreaming and hoping before they have the opportunity to bring those dreams to reality. Dreams help sustain
         a woman during struggles. Sheerah gives women hope that we can dream big and do great things even after difficult times.
      

      
   
      
      
      JANUARY 5
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      MOTHER’S GRIEF STIRS A KING

      
      
         The king took the two sons of Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, whom she bore to Saul, Armoni and Mephibosheth;… and he gave them
            into the hands of the Gibeonites, and they hanged them on the mountain before the LORD, and the seven of them perished together….
         

         Then Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took sackcloth and spread it for herself on the rock, from the beginning of harvest until
            rain fell upon them from the heavens. And she did not allow the birds of the air to come upon them by day, or the beasts of
            the field by night. When David was told what Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, the concubine of Saul, had done, David went and
            took the bones…. And after that God responded to the plea for the land.
         

         2 Samuel 21:8–12, 14 ESV
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      When someone dies, loved ones want closure around that person’s life. It helps mothers, wives, daughters, and sisters share
         the significance of a loved one’s life and brings a sense of peace. Rizpah is usually overlooked, yet she struggled for closure
         for seven months after her sons died, throughout the barley harvest season that lasted from April until October. She wasn’t
         even a wife, just a concubine of the deposed and disgraced King Saul. She probably slept little as she stayed on the rock
         and kept scavengers from desecrating her sons’ dead bodies.
      

      
      God had instigated a drought because Saul’s evil deeds against the Gibeonites, with whom Joshua had made a covenant, had not
         been dealt with. To appease the Gibeonites, David allowed the Gibeonites to hang and kill seven of Saul’s descendants. But
         God cared about Rizpah and her heartache and continued to withhold rain from the land while Rizpah mourned. The drought continued
         until King David took the bones and had them buried.
      

      
      God cares when we mourn. He understands the hearts of women who have lost someone dear and our desire to honor the persons
         who have died. Our pain is significant to God.
      

      
   
      
      
      JANUARY 6
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      A LITTLE FLAME BURST

      
      
         I would remind you to stir up (rekindle the embers of, fan the flame of, and keep burning) the [gracious] gift of God, [the
            inner fire] that is in you by means of the laying on of my hands [with those of the elders at your ordination].
         

         For God did not give us a spirit of timidity (of cowardice, of craven and cringing and fawning fear), but [He has given us
            a spirit] of power and of love and of calm and well-balanced mind and discipline and self-control.
         

         Do not blush or be ashamed then, to testify to and for our Lord, nor of me, a prisoner for His sake, but [with me] take your
            share of the suffering [to which the preaching] of the Gospel [may expose you, and do it] in the power of God.
         

         2 Timothy 1:6–8 AMP
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      If you ever held your tongue or shyly kept quiet when you had an opportunity to share your faith, you can identify with Timothy,
         to whom Paul wrote this letter, the last letter that Paul wrote. This final message begins with urging Timothy to be bold.
         Timothy faced much opposition to preaching God’s Word and was later imprisoned for preaching. This message is a reminder that
         sharing our faith is too significant to let fear limit us.
      

      
      God sent the Holy Spirit to light a fire within us, to stir our hearts with passion for action, and to give us courage. The
         Holy Spirit will equip you to speak out and also give you self-control to wisely know when to speak and when to be silent.
         Start with sharing your personal experience of becoming a Christian with Christian friends. Practicing what to say can help
         you feel comfortable. Be authentic and talk about how God has made a difference in your life. Then share with close friends
         and relatives. You experience is of great importance, and your words can help change lives. The more you speak up, the easier
         it will become.
      

      
   
      
      
      JANUARY 7
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      WORDS MATTER

      
      
         As long as you live, you, your children, and your grandchildren must fear the LORD your God. All of you must obey all his laws and commands that I’m giving you, and you will live a long time. Listen, Israel,
            and be careful to obey these laws. Then things will go well for you and your population will increase in a land flowing with
            milk and honey, as the LORD God of your ancestors promised you.
         

         Listen, Israel: The LORD is our God. The LORD is the only God. Love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. Take to heart these words that I give you today.
            Repeat them to your children. Talk about them when you’re at home or away, when you lie down or get up.
         

         Deuteronomy 6:2–7 GOD’S WORD
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      Think of your husband and how much you thought and talked about him when you were dating. Think of how you savored his words
         to you. God wants to occupy our minds and hearts that much. He wants to be significant to us. This passage forms the central
         theme of Deuteronomy as it focuses on loving God and having faith in him. Moses spoke these words from God to the new generation
         of Israelites, born while the people wandered in the desert, before they entered the Promised Land.
      

      
      God emphasized his message by asking his people to keep his words in their hearts. He wants us to have more than head knowledge.
         He wants us to have a heart-to-heart loving relationship with him.
      

      
      Children remember what they hear repeatedly, and words matter to God. He used words to create life. Jesus is called the Word.
         Jesus restated these words on loving God completely as the first and greatest commandment. For our benefit and his renown,
         God wants us to continually talk about him and share his love and his laws with our children.
      

      
      What words did you store in your heart today?

      
   
      
      
      JANUARY 8
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      WELCOME TO THE FAMILY

      
      
         Before the world was created, God had Christ choose us to live with him and to be his holy and innocent and loving people.
            God was kind and decided that Christ would choose us to be God’s own adopted children. God was very kind to us because of
            the Son he dearly loves, and so we should praise God.
         

         Christ sacrificed his life’s blood to set us free, which means that our sins are now forgiven. Christ did this because God
            was so kind to us. God has great wisdom and understanding….
         

         My prayer is that light will flood your hearts and that you will understand the hope that was given to you when God chose
            you. Then you will discover the glorious blessings that will be yours together with all of God’s people.
         

         Ephesians 1:4–8, 18 CEV
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      Love, memories, and time spent together unite families, and loving families enjoy welcoming new members. Some couples adopt
         children because they have too much love to keep it to themselves. Even though adoption takes time and can be costly, they
         want to expand their circle of close, loving relationships.
      

      
      God adopted us. He started the adoption process before he created the world, and Jesus paid for our adoption with his life.
         This passage expresses our welcome into God’s family.
      

      
      Paul spent three years in Ephesus and wrote a letter to encourage the Christians there. The words in this passage remind us
         that God welcomes us with an open heart and has many blessings for his children. We are precious to God. God the Father and
         Jesus have so much love to give that they adopted us to create a special family. Everyone who believes that Jesus forgave
         our sins and died for us is welcomed into that family.
      

      
      God wants us to belong and to be happy in our larger spiritual family, the church. We can welcome new people, converse with
         them, and extend hospitality to show we’re glad to be part of God’s family with them.
      

      
   
      
      
      JANUARY 9
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      CALLED TO SIGNIFICANCE

      
      
         Moses looked, and although the bush was on fire, it was not burning up. So he thought, “Why isn’t this bush burning up? I
            must go over there and see this strange sight.”
         

         When the LORD saw that Moses had come over to see it, God called to him from the bush, “Moses, Moses!”
         

         Moses answered, “Here I am!”

         God said, “Don’t come any closer! Take off your sandals because this place where you are standing is holy ground. I am the
            God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” Moses hid his face because he was afraid to look at God….
         

         God answered, “I will be with you. And this will be the proof that I sent you: When you bring the people out of Egypt, all
            of you will worship God on this mountain.”
         

         Exodus 3:2–6, 12 GOD’S WORD

      

      [image: image]

      
      Pharaoh’s daughter adopted Moses and raised him as part of the royal family of Egypt. When he was grown, he chose to secretly
         defend his own people and killed an Egyptian. His deed became known and Moses fled in fear—turning his back on both his own
         people and his adopted family—to live in the desert. But God had other plans for Moses.
      

      
      God chose Moses, an unlikely hero, to be the leader of his chosen people, to face Pharaoh, and to free the people. God allowed
         Moses to live as a nomadic shepherd for forty years, preparing him for wilderness life with his people later on.
      

      
      Even if we’ve made wrong choices and hurt others, God can still use us! Follow his will now and show others the freedom and
         forgiveness you’ve experienced with Jesus.
      

      
      God used fire to get the attention of Moses, and the encounter changed history. God continued to use fire to show his presence
         with Moses and the people as they wandered in the desert. When the church began, fire represented the presence of God’s Holy
         Spirit. Light a candle and thank God for his presence in your life today.
      

      
   
      
      
      JANUARY 10
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      TIME TO ACT SIGNIFICANTLY

      
      
         Mordecai gave Hathach a copy of the orders for the murder of the Jews and told him that these had been read in Susa. He said,
            “Show this to Esther and explain what it means. Ask her to go to the king and beg him to have pity on her people, the Jews!”
         

         Hathach went back to Esther and told her what Mordecai had said. She answered, “… It’s been thirty days since he has asked
            for me.”
         

         When Mordecai was told what Esther had said, he sent back this reply, “… If you don’t speak up now, we will somehow get help,
            but you and your family will be killed. It could be that you were made queen for a time like this!”
         

         Esther 4:8–14 CEV

      

      [image: image]

      
      Queen Esther lived in Persia among the Jews exiled there. Esther had become queen, the wife of the Persian king Xerxes, but
         hid the fact that she was Jewish. Her uncle Mordecai sent her messages to ask her help to save her people.
      

      
      Mordecai understood God’s sovereignty. He knew that God would help his people, because he knew God’s promises to restore the
         Jews and he trusted that the annihilation plot would fail. Esther, in the best position to help, faced a choice to act significantly
         or to avoid conflict by doing nothing.
      

      
      Edmond Burke is credited for saying, “Evil triumphs when good people do nothing.” The prime example of evil being victorious
         is the Holocaust, when many looked the other way and did nothing to stop the mass murders. Esther chose to help, and her bravery
         saved the Jews. We face a choice every day—to speak out against abortion, euthanasia, violence, and other social injustice
         issues or to look the other way and do nothing. We might not be in leadership positions to make a large impact, but we can
         choose to act significantly and make a difference.
      

      
   
      
      
      JANUARY 11
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      SIGNIFICANT WORK

      
      
         You have been raised to life with Christ. Now set your heart on what is in heaven, where Christ rules at God’s right side.
            Think about what is up there, not about what is here on earth. You died, which means that your life is hidden with Christ,
            who sits beside God. Christ gives meaning to your life, and when he appears, you will also appear with him in glory….
         

         You have given up your old way of life with its habits….

         Do your work willingly, as though you were serving the Lord himself, and not just your earthly master…. Christ has no favorites!
            He will punish evil people, just as they deserve.
         

         Colossians 3:1–4, 9, 23, 25 CEV
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      Women working in the medical field partner with Christ to heal people. Women working in the service industry help others relax
         and enjoy what God has made. Women in the manufacturing industry help others have tools that make life easier. Think about
         how your work impacts lives and not just the daily grind of tasks to complete.
      

      
      To avoid shallow living without real purpose, we must give up living with a non-Christian perspective. Our viewpoint is what
         frames our thinking. Media and non-Christians urge us to put ourselves first and get all we can. A Christian viewpoint centers
         on love and looks to future promises where God will give us all we need. This passage urges us to examine the emptiness of
         life without Jesus and to find meaning in life by choosing to live for him.
      

      
      When we serve Jesus, we work to make life better. Reflect on how your work helps others. Consider the people involved in your
         job and how you can make them happier with a pleasant attitude and loving actions. Use your instincts as a woman to nurture
         people. Look to your eternal destiny and know your purpose is to live with Christ.
      

      
   
      
      
      JANUARY 12
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      WALK WITH DIGNITY

      
      
         Walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit,
            and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please….
         

         Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife,
            jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of
            which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
            But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against
            such things there is no law.
         

         Galatians 5:16–17, 19–23 NASB

      

      [image: image]

      
      Think of a friend who is cheerful, loving, and kind. Her life is probably full of the good fruit of the Spirit—good deeds of
         many kinds. Then think of someone who is grumpy, gossipy, argumentative, and mean. The two women are very different—one is
         living according to Christian principles; the other makes selfish choices and lives to please herself.
      

      
      Choosing to be kind, generous, and a peacemaker brings unity. Choosing to continue immoral, harmful, and selfish actions causes
         strife. With forgiveness we have freedom from sin and our actions will produce good fruit. Paul wrote to the Galatians to
         explain the freedom of living as Christians, and this passage contrasts vices with Christian virtues.
      

      
      We struggle to be virtuous against our natural reactions to be selfish. Patience, forgiveness, and self-control aren’t easy
         to practice when someone spreads lies about us or steals from us. We can’t win the battle alone. We need the Holy Spirit to
         help us change our thinking and our heart attitudes. As we change, we walk with the dignity of virtuous women, bear good fruit,
         and receive a significant reward of eternal life.
      

      
   
      
      
      JANUARY 13
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      ACCEPT OPPORTUNITIES

      
      
         Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we
            have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers….
         

         May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to
            the world. Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is a new creation. Peace and mercy to all who
            follow this rule, even to the Israel of God.
         

         Finally, let no one cause me trouble, for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus.

         Galatians 6:9–10, 14–17 NIV

      

      [image: image]

      
      I’ve seen that show before. I’m bored. There’s nothing to do. Such are our thoughts when we don’t see or seize the opportunities around us for doing good. At these times our thoughts
         reflect an attitude of seeking pleasure and self-gratification.
      

      
      Paul dictated most of this letter, but he handwrote the last part to emphasize his message. Paul shared how he overcame selfishness.
         He so identified with Christ that he became a new person, the person God wanted him to be. He did it all with God’s help and
         boasted that all the changes in him came from Christ.
      

      
      An opportunity means the circumstances are favorable. We don’t give up our other responsibilities or commitments to care for
         our families, rest, or work. There are seasons of life when our commitments take most of our time, but we have other seasons
         where we have more time to serve others outside our immediate circle. We accept opportunities when we can—cooking extra while
         cooking for our family to give a meal to a hurting family, visiting a lonely neighbor instead of watching television, or helping
         a struggling mother by watching her children when we have free time.
      

      
   
      
      
      JANUARY 14
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      EXPECT PROSPERITY

      
      
         Build houses, and live in them. Plant gardens, and eat what they produce. Get married, and have sons and daughters. Find wives
            for your sons, and let your daughters get married so that they can have sons and daughters. Grow in number there; don’t decrease….
         

         I know the plans that I have for you, declares the LORD. They are plans for peace and not disaster, plans to give you a future filled with hope. Then you will call to me. You will
            come and pray to me, and I will hear you. When you look for me, you will find me. When you wholeheartedly seek me, I will
            let you find me, declares the LORD. I will bring you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and places where I’ve scattered you, declares
            the LORD.
         

         Jeremiah 29:5–6, 11–14 GOD’S WORD
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      A new baby, a new home, a wedding—all are exciting moments. We rejoice at new life and new love. God wanted to fill the earth
         with beauty, including people. He told the first man and woman to multiply, and this passage reflects that message.
      

      
      Planting gardens and raising children are very similar occupations. Both require time, patience, and nurture. Both can produce
         great results. Both can bring new growth—plants produce seeds for future planting; children grow and continue a legacy as
         they marry and have children.
      

      
      The growing process takes time, especially raising children. We could worry about the future, such as pestilence that hurts
         plants or peer pressure that hurts our children. But as we create our homes, we must trust God. His plans are for good growth
         and good outcomes. Ordinary days when plants are just sprouts and don’t appear to be growing or a child is her usual stubborn
         and selfish self might not seem significant, but continuing to water the plant and pluck the weeds and continuing to show
         our children how to share and be kind will produce results over time. Ordinary becomes extraordinarily significant in time.
      

      
   
      
      
      JANUARY 15
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      LEAVING A LEGACY

      
      
         Joshua then told the two men who had served as spies, “Go into the prostitute’s house, and bring her and her family out, as
            you promised her.” So they went and brought Rahab out, along with her father and mother, her brothers, and the rest of her
            family. They took them all, family and slaves, to safety near the Israelite camp. Then they set fire to the city and burned
            it to the ground, along with everything in it, except the things made of gold, silver, bronze, and iron, which they took and
            put in the LORD’s treasury. But Joshua spared the lives of the prostitute Rahab and all her relatives, because she had hidden the two spies
            that he had sent to Jericho. (Her descendants have lived in Israel to this day.)
         

         Joshua 6:22–25 GNT
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      A number of women who formerly worked in abortion clinics, or owned them, now speak out against abortion. Others, like the
         biblical Rahab, have chosen to turn away from a sinful past of drug use or sexual addiction to start a new life.
      

      
      The book of Joshua records the Israelites’ conquering their enemies and settling in the Promised Land. Rahab was a prostitute
         in Jericho who helped the Israelites. Rahab acknowledged her faith when she met two Israeli spies. She declared that she knew
         God had power and had given the Israelites the land; and she asked the spies to save her. She showed faith in God and risked
         her own life to save the spies.
      

      
      Her significant act of courage changed her life. Rahab became an ancestress of Christ when she married an Israelite. Her descendants
         still live among the Jews as part of her legacy. Her action was so significant that she’s an example in the book of James
         as someone who showed faith in action. God made her relationship with him right because of her faith.
      

      
      We can change, no matter what our past sins. Today’s choices can make a difference for ourselves and for others.

      
   
      
      
      JANUARY 16
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      NEVER TOO OLD

      
      
         When the days for their purification according to the law of Moses were completed, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present
            Him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male that opens the womb shall be called holy to
            the LORD”)….
         

         And there was a prophetess, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years and had lived with
            her husband seven years after her marriage, and then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple, serving
            night and day with fastings and prayers. At that very moment she came up and began giving thanks to God, and continued to
            speak of Him to all those who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
         

         Luke 2:22–23, 36–38 NASB
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      Anna served God for years, but her most significant moment came late in her life when she saw baby Jesus and recognized him
         as the Messiah, the promised one who would save. God can use anyone, regardless of age.
      

      
      Many women have found that once they have raised children they are freer to serve God in new ways and get involved in new
         kinds of service. Anna had been married a short time, but as a widow she gave her time to prayer and service. She is called
         a prophetess, meaning she spoke God’s truth. Her name means “gracious” and reflected her thanks for God’s grace. Anna knew
         the pain of losing a loved one, and in her loss she turned to serve God and pray.
      

      
      How wonderful at any age to be known as someone who speaks God’s truth and shares the joy of knowing Jesus! Anna’s witness
         was a confirmation that Jesus is God. Our story of faith can help others believe in Jesus. As we gain experience in prayer
         and knowing the Bible, we can be even more open to teaching others about Jesus and let God choose our significant moments.
      

      
   
      
      
      JANUARY 17
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      SIGNIFICANT WOMEN

      
      
         Jesus traveled through towns and villages, preaching the Good News about the Kingdom of God. The twelve disciples went with
            him, and so did some women who had been healed of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (who was called Magdalene), from whom seven
            demons had been driven out; Joanna, whose husband Chuza was an officer in Herod’s court; and Susanna, and many other women
            who used their own resources to help Jesus and his disciples….
         

         Jesus’ mother and brothers came to him, but were unable to join him because of the crowd. Someone said to Jesus, “Your mother
            and brothers are standing outside and want to see you.”
         

         Jesus said to them all, “My mother and brothers are those who hear the word of God and obey it.”

         Luke 8:1–3, 19–21 GNT
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      When we hear a great speaker or teacher, we don’t always think about their finances or the people behind the scenes or how
         they can afford to continue the ministry.
      

      
      In ancient Israel, women were not allowed to study under a rabbi but were taught homemaking skills at home and could listen
         to the public reading of Scripture. Jesus allowed several women to travel with him and his followers, showing that women were
         significant to him. Jesus had healed some of these women, and they and others used their own money to help support his traveling
         and teaching. These women chose to spend money on Jesus. They gave time and money to what they considered worthwhile.
      

      
      Today women are free to study God’s Word and many have income to spend as desired. Our checkbooks and calendars reveal where
         we spend time and money and reflect what we value. Consider what kinds of service you value most. Review your spending and
         time commitments to see if you are investing in what you say you believe. Perhaps become a financial supporter for a ministry
         you believe in. When our giving matches our values, we are living authentically.
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