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“This dream is so far away,
And you feel like you will never be able to reach it. …
Trust me, i have had these feelings,
and i am only eleven.
It is in your grasp, it is not as far away as you think.
If you think positive and work hard
your dream will come true.”

— Samantha Muscarella
Action For Nature Eco-Hero, 2009
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At Storey Publishing, we—re committed to producing books in an earth-friendly manner and to helping our customers make greener choices.

These books are manufactured in the United States and are in compliance with strict environmental laws. And printing them on recycled paper helps minimize our consumption of trees, water, and fossil fuels. The text of Catch the Wind, Harness the Sun was printed on paper made with 10% post-consumer waste, and the cover was printed on paper made with 10% post-consumer waste. According to Environmental Defense’s Paper Calculator, by using this paper instead of conventional papers, we achieved the following environmental benefits:

* Trees saved: 53

* Air emissions eliminated: 5,067 pounds

* Water saved: 24,402 gallons

* Solid waste eliminated: 1,482 pounds
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FOREWORD

BY JOHN HANSON MITCHELL

If the predictions for the various disruptions associated with global climate change are accurate, sometime within the next 50 years the world as we now know it will be decidedly different. Sea levels will rise, coastal cities will flood, there will be major shifts in human population centers, plant communities will shift, and an as yet unpredictable number of species will become extinct.

The people who will be most affected by these massive alterations are now in grade school or pre-school — or have yet to be born. What that means is that this sector of the population will need to have a better understanding of the physics and biology of the forces that are causing these climatic changes and a means of better dealing with the new world they will be living in. Essentially, that is what Catch the Wind, Harness the Sun sets out to do. Herein you will find simple, clear, and entertaining accounts of the physics of the atmosphere, gas exchanges, wind currents, solar energy, fire, and water, as well as step-by-step directions for various experiments kids can undertake to demonstrate the actual workings of these various processes and use them to generate renewable energy.

I wish I had had a book like this when I was growing up. Science — especially physics — was profoundly boring in my time, all filled with discussions of kinetic and potential energy and electrical currents. Michael Caduto’s book covers some of the same material. The difference is that it is fun to read, and more importantly, the information is essential to understanding what some scientists have termed the most profound environmental problem of our time.

John Hanson Mitchell

Editor of Sanctuary, the Journal of the Massachusetts Audubon Society, and author of many books including The Paradise of All These Parts: A Natural History of Boston (Beacon Press) and Ceremonial Time: Fifteen Thousand Years on One Square Mile (Perseus Books)


FOREWORD

BY DAVID BONTA

When I was just a whippersnapper, a dear old man who would come to be my “guru” told me something that I never forgot. He said, “There are two kinds of people in the world — those who make the world a little better and those who make the world a little worse. Whose side are you on?”

I, of course, replied that I would like to be on the side of those who made the world better for my having been there. He said simply, “Prove it.”

Ever since that day, I felt a need to at least try, in any little way, being mindful that all of us factor into the balance — no matter who we are or how young or old we are. That is why I am so happy to see Michael Caduto write this book, Catch the Wind, Harness the Sun.

You can participate in making the world a better place, and this is a great book to show you how to do that. It will begin to prepare you for some of the most challenging and exciting opportunities the human race has ever faced. Though this book may contain riddles and games, it takes seriously the problems we face and the need for action by you, our youngest citizens.

Big changes are coming. As we move away from regrettable and unsustainable energy choices and practices, it will mean much work. Transition could be tough. Certainly the world will change, as it must. The rewards of living in ways that sustain the Earth will bring a bright future for all.

Just as the problems of the world are all interconnected, it is a happy coincidence that the solutions are as well. When you begin, with even a small step toward a better and brighter day, then the whole world begins to be a little better off!

As we see the world develop, future energy needs will be enormous. How will we provide the secure and sustainable resources we will need? Who will be our solar technicians of tomorrow? I know it is Michael’s hope, and mine, that this wonderful book will serve as your “first primer” in this all-so-important task.

It is brimming with learning and bursting out in fun! Some projects are easy, some require a bit more effort, but there are lots of hands-on things to do, and all of the activities have lots to teach you.

Hey, kids, so what kind of citizen do you want to be for planet Earth? Here’s your chance to plug in to the promise of tomorrow’s energy and to live in ways that keep our home planet safe, healthy, and alive. Enjoy!

David Bonta

Founder and president, USA Solar stores


PREFACE

“Keep me away from the wisdom which does not cry, the philosophy which does not laugh, and the greatness which does not bow before children.”

— Kahlil Gibran, Lebanese poet and artist

“There are no seven wonders of the world in the eyes of a child. There are seven million.”

— Walt Streightiff

Years ago there was a group of kids who would hang out at some local ponds in the woods near their houses in Warwick, Rhode Island. During the summer they caught frogs and turtles. When winter arrived they couldn’t wait to go skating. Time passed, and the ponds became a haven for kids in that neighborhood, where most of the familiar forests, fields, and other landmarks in the town were being cut down, bulldozed, and developed.

One day, a thirteen-year-old boy from this group of kids read in the local newspaper that someone had bought the land around the ponds. That person wanted to rip up the trees, fill in the ponds, and build more than a hundred small houses called condominiums. So the boy went door to door and gathered 235 signatures to petition against the development. When he told townsfolk what was happening, a group of citizens met and formed a Neighborhood Improvement Association.

At the next meeting of the town planning board, more than a hundred people who opposed the condominiums packed the room. Town officials and the developers were dumbfounded.
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This painting, “Le Châtelier’s Principle Realized,” was created by the author when he was 13. It contrasts dark industrial pollution with the vibrant colors and flowing energy of nature. The title is from a chemistry principle that states: When something changes and throws a system out of balance, it will react so as to form a new balance. The painting asks the question: “To which direction will the balance ultimately tip?”
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The author at 13 years
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...and as an adult standing in front of the wetlands he helped to save in his youth.

When the thirteen-year-old stood up and spoke to oppose the development, he was so nervous that his knees shook and he could hardly speak. He was breathing quickly and his palms were sweaty. At first he spoke very softly. But when he saw the faces of his friends and neighbors in the crowd and thought about what was going to happen to their favorite pond, his voice grew louder. He told town officials that no one wanted that development and that there were several ponds there where kids went to play. He reminded them that it was their job to advocate for the citizens of the town, not the developers. He said that if the condominiums were approved, it would show that the town didn’t care what kind of place would be left for their children to live in. A few days later, the developers stopped their plans.

Nine years later, when that teen was a senior in college, he received a phone call from the Neighborhood Improvement Association. The developers were back with their proposal to build condominiums! Now twenty-one years old, he was studying wetlands ecology and land-use issues. So he again appeared before the town’s planning board, this time as an expert witness, using maps and environmental protection laws to spell out restrictions on development in and around wetlands. Ultimately, some condominiums were built, but less than half the number the developer wanted. The ponds where those kids used to hang out were protected by a 200-foot-wide strip of natural land called a buffer, and are still there today.

That thirteen-year-old kid wrote this book.

Those early experiences taught me that even someone who is young can make a difference, if only that person cares enough to get organized, take action, and push for change. They showed me how we have to work hard and use our knowledge and skills. And we sometimes need to step up and fight for the things we love.


KIDS’ POWER!

Catch the Wind, Harness the Sun is all about capturing and using renewable energy from the forces of nature in order to sustain the health of our planet. With these activities you can explore how to harness the sun, catch the wind, and be a Green Giant in your everyday life. Catch the Wind, Harness the Sun also shows how to save energy and use less of the power that comes from burning coal, oil, and natural gas — energy sources that are putting tons of carbon dioxide into the air and causing global climate change. This book is about living in balance with the environment today in order to take care of the future.

Catch the Wind, Harness the Sun shows how to use your personal power to make a difference. There are so many people in the world that every little bit of energy we save quickly adds up to a huge amount. If each of the 106 million households in the United States lit just one bulb with solar energy instead of with the electricity that arrives through the power grid, it would save more than enough power to light all the bulbs in 3.5 million average homes — for a whole year! So anyone who tells you “One person isn’t going to make a big difference” is just plain in the dark about light.

The United States is home to 312 million people. That’s less than 5 percent of the 6.8 billion people who live in the world. But even though the United States has only a small portion of Earth’s peoples, we use 25 percent of all the energy used worldwide! On top of being such energy hogs, we get more than 85 percent of our energy from sources such as oil, natural gas, and coal. These are the fossil fuels that formed under pressure, and underground, from the remains of plants and animals that mostly lived even before the age of the dinosaurs.

It takes 2 million miles (3,218,688 km) of pipelines just to deliver the oil that we use in the United States. Exactly how long is that? The next time you’re out on a clear night, look up at the moon and consider that our closest celestial body is really 238,856 miles (384,401 km) away. If the oil pipelines that feed the petroleum thirst in the United States were placed end to end, they would make 4½ round trips between Earth and the moon! Our natural-gas pipelines would stretch for a bit more than a single, one-way trip.
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Can’t get enough of this greasy stuff, glub, glub …

Ours is an ever-shrinking planet thanks to energy-fed technology — a global web woven of Internet links, wireless connections, and satellite hookups. Your friend lives in China? No problem! High-speed access will bridge the gap. From YouTube, blogging, and Twitter to digital music on demand, CD-ROM, and flat-screen TV, trying to keep up with the latest innovations makes you want to, well, stream.

But there is a downside. As technology becomes increasingly cool to use, the planet heats up. Everything we do draws power from the grid, the web of cables that feed electricity to our homes, schools, and businesses. That power is generated mostly by burning fossil fuels, which creates more carbon dioxide and causes the global temperature to rise. Heat your home, drive to school or to a concert, and you’re just one more cause of global warming. Plus you’re using up sources of energy we can’t replace, tapping into wells that will run dry.

Why should you care? Because it’s your world — to own and to inherit. Catch the Wind, Harness the Sun can help you live in a way that is sustainable — a way that takes care of the planet so that the natural world will be able to meet the needs of your generation — and of those to come.
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It’s a World Wide Web of wired and wireless signals.

Who else is going to do something about it? From governments to grassroots movements, lots of people are working to find cool planetary solutions. Great numbers of kids are playing a role (check out the Green Giant profiles throughout the book), and so can you. In the long run it’s up to you, your friends, and kids you’ve never met who happen to live all over this beautiful Earth. You’re the ones who will help to decide what the world will become. So grab a friend and dive into this bookful of activities, from folklore to community action, from artwork to word games and riddles, from science and culture to Earth-consciousness.
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