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Building on proven technology, the D40 is designed for ease of use, portability, and high performance. It offers a degree of responsiveness unequalled by compact digital cameras.



Introduction

 

 

The explosive rise in the popularity of digital cameras and imaging software has changed the face of photography. Until quite recently, few would have predicted that by 2006 Nikon would cease production of all film cameras with the exception of the F6. However, it is important to remember that the Nikon Corporation is not a newcomer to digital photography; it has been building digital cameras for a number of years, accruing a great deal of experience in this field.

Nikon’s first efforts, during the early 1990s, involved a collaboration that paired sensors developed by Kodak with modified Nikon film camera bodies. The first wholly independent Nikon digital SLR camera, the D1, was launched in 1999, and followed by the D1X and D1H. These models broke new ground technically and made high quality digital photography financially viable for many professional photographers. Subsequently, with advances in sensor technology, the D100 pushed resolution beyond that of the earlier models. Its combination of technical specification and cost (about half the price of a D1X) tempted many advanced amateurs to take the digital plunge!

Building on these solid foundations, the company introduced the professionally specified D2-series cameras. As this branch of the Nikon digital tree grew, consumer-level cameras were developed, such as the entry-level D50, the phenomenally successful D70-series, and the D80. It is from this heritage that Nikon has developed the D40, the twelfth digital SLR camera model to be launched by the company.
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The D40 has a CCD sensor of 6.1 MP and can be purchased with the 18-55mm f/3.5-5.6G ED II AF-S DX Zoom-Nikkor lens.

 

Therefore it is no coincidence that many of the core features and functions of the D40 can also be found in other recent, highly successful Nikon camera models such as the D50, D70-series, and D80. For example, the D40 uses the same tried-and-trusted 6MP sensor as the D70 and D50. Utilizing the component parts from a variety of camera models works in Nikon’s favor for two reasons. First, it allows a new model to reach the market far quicker, as design and development can use existing parts rather than engineering and manufacturing new ones. Second, it permits the economies of scale to be exploited by using a higher volume of a single component with the consequent reduction in the unit cost of manufacture. Nikon has used these factors in producing the D40 to offer a good balance between features, performance, and a highly competitive price point.

Consequently, the D40 is a photographic tool with the flexibility to be used either in a simple, fully automatic, point and shoot style, or with total control of all its features and functions. An innovation on the D40, which appeals to beginning and less experienced photographers, is the inclusion of handy reference images to guide and assist the user when selecting the main functions of the camera: These also act as prompts whenever the user decides to change settings. Such useful features, combined with the flexibility offered by the lenses, flash units, and accessories in the Nikon system, will enable new photographers to expand their skill and enjoyment of photography.

Production of the Nikon D40

The D40 is assembled at Nikon’s wholly owned production facility in Thailand, which employs about 8,000 staff. The D70 was produced there, and currently the D80 is. It has been manufacturing precision equipment for over 15 years. However, a number of the D40’s core parts, such as its main printed-circuit board, viewfinder optics, and lens mount, are produced at the Nikon factory in Sendai, Japan and elsewhere.

About This Book

To get the most from your D40, it is important to understand its features so you can make informed choices about how to use them with your style of photography. This Magic Lantern Guide is designed to help you achieve this objective. Besides explaining how all the core camera functions work, this book also provides useful tips on operating the D40 and maximizing its performance. It does not have to be read from cover to cover; you can move from section to section as required, study a complete chapter, or just check information about the principal features or functions you want to use. If you also want visual action tips and instructions on working with the camera to get you quickly acquainted with it, you may want to supplement this comprehensive guide with the Magic Lantern® DVD Guides : Nikon D40.
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The Magic Lantern DVD Guides: Nikon D40 introduces you to the operation of the camera in a visual format.

The key to success, regardless of your level of experience, is to shoot a lot with your camera. You do not waste money on film and processing with a digital camera; once you have invested in a memory card it can be used over and over again. Therefore, you can shoot as many pictures as you like, review your results almost immediately, then delete your near misses, but save your successes—this trial and error method is a very effective way to learn!

Conventions Used In This Book

Unless otherwise stated, when the terms “left” and “right” are used to describe the location of a camera control, it is assumed the camera is being held to the photographer’s eye in the shooting position.

When referring to a specific Custom Setting, it will often be mentioned in the abbreviated form “CS-xx”, where xx is the identifying number of the function. In describing the functionality of lenses and external flash units, it is assumed that the appropriate Nikkor lenses, generally D or G-types, and Nikon Speedlight units are being used. Note that lenses and flash units made by independent manufacturers may have different functionality. If you use such products, refer to the manufacturer’s instruction manual to check compatibility and operation.

When referring to Nikon’s software, such as Nikon PictureProject (initial deliveries of the D40 are supplied with version 1.7.1), or the optional Nikon Capture NX, and Nikon Camera Control Pro, it is assumed that the most recent versions of each application are used to ensure full compatibility with D40 image files.

 

Simon Stafford

Wiltshire, England.







Compact and lightweight, the portable design of the D40 makes it ideal for landscape photography.
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