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ONE

Triumph

No candidate for president of the United States has run the personal and political gauntlet that President Donald J. Trump endured from 2015 to his reelection on November 5, 2024.

Andrew Jackson was an aggressive change-oriented crusader who felt he had the presidency stolen from him in 1824. Jackson campaigned for four solid years to defeat incumbent president John Quincy Adams. Even Jackson never faced the scale and intensity of institutional opposition that has assailed President Trump every step of the way.

This victory over all opposition made the 2024 election a moment of triumph for President Trump and all his supporters. The consequences of his success are huge.

Just imagine how different things would be if Vice President Kamala Harris had won and the decay of the previous four years had been validated. Or imagine if a conventional, pre-Trump, establishment Republican had been nominated by the GOP. In either case, we would have had a president committed to working within the framework of the left-wing bureaucratic system. This system has been growing since President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s election in 1932. It then accelerated dramatically under President Lyndon Johnson’s Great Society from 1964 to 1968 and again under President Barack Obama from 2009 to 2017.

President Trump rejected this system from the start, even as a candidate in 2015. Early on he decisively sided with the legacies of Barry Goldwater, Ronald Reagan, and, frankly, myself. We were for fundamental change within the GOP and had taken on the Gerald Ford–Bush family–Mitt Romney accommodationist wing of the Republican Party. President Trump’s willingness to reject the old order led to the rise of the Never Trumpers and the bitter anti-Trump wing of the GOP and Washington establishment—many of whom are no longer in office.

After President Trump’s first term, the GOP’s old order and the establishment Democrats understood that a second Trump administration would mean the end of their world. They were fighting for their ideological and political lives. This is why it made perfect sense for Liz Cheney, the heiress of the GOP establishment, to campaign enthusiastically with Harris in the closing days of the 2024 campaign. They were on the same side, representing the same interests. And they opposed President Trump with the same fervor and intensity.

So, in many ways, President Trump’s reelection saved America from a future of government domination, economic decay, aberrant social policies, and other domestic and foreign threats that could eliminate our freedom.

President Trump’s reelection was the triumph of a man and a movement. Each needed the other if America was to be saved. Without President Trump, no movement would have been possible. Without millions of Americans wearing Make America Great Again hats, attending rallies, donating to the campaign, putting up yard signs, and standing by their movement champion, President Trump could not have won.

For nine years—starting when then-businessman Trump and his wife, Melania, came down the long escalator at Trump Tower—the establishment did everything it could to destroy him. He was the first real threat to its political dominance in modern times. This victory felt like a triumph far greater than the popular vote margin or the electoral college. It was the scale of the effort to destroy President Trump that made his resilience and ultimate victory so amazing.

Consider the scale and endless effort of the federal government and its establishment allies to destroy the president chosen by the American people. First, there was the FBI intelligence community–enabled Russia hoax of 2016 (initially funded by the Hillary Clinton campaign). Then came the lurid, dishonest rumors about Russian recordings of the new president’s personal behavior by then–FBI director James Comey.1 Then came the jailing of Trump’s first national security adviser on totally phony charges. Recall the Robert Mueller investigation, which produced nothing but empty headlines after two years of investigations. We saw two impeachments in the Democrat-controlled House, which were rejected by the Senate. Move on to the massive outpouring of money and information games in the 2020 election. We then saw the kangaroo court January 6 Committee led by Cheney.

Throughout all this, countless lawsuits were designed to drain President Trump’s money, absorb his time, discredit him with the American people, and potentially put him in jail. Finally, there were two assassination attempts—one of which President Trump survived only through providential intervention. The establishment and its followers used every deceitful and disgusting tool available to crush and drive him out of public life. They feared him as a mortal threat to their careers and self-identities.

Consider the extraordinary and unprecedented lengths the Washington political machine went in its desperate effort to block a Trump victory. After the presidential debate on June 27, 2024, it became clear President Joe Biden could not be propped up enough to win the election. The political bosses of the Democratic Party, namely former Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Obama, moved to dump Biden from the ticket. This action was stunningly unprecedented. The final blow apparently was a July 10, 2024, letter from actor and Democratic Party activist George Clooney. Clooney had hosted the largest Democratic fundraiser in history just a month earlier for President Biden. He argued that President Biden’s performance against President Trump in the debate was so bad Biden could not possibly win the general election. He argued time was undermining his good friend President Biden as he grew more fragile and more prone to being inarticulate and cognitively challenged.

The Clooney letter may have been the final straw. Ten days later, on July 21, 2024, President Biden announced he was withdrawing from the race. However, President Biden went a stage beyond stepping down. He also guaranteed Harris would be his replacement as the Democratic nominee. Toward the end of his withdrawal statement, he said:


My very first decision as the party nominee in 2020 was to pick Kamala Harris as my vice president. And it’s been the best decision I’ve made. Today I want to offer my full support and endorsement for Kamala to be the nominee of our party this year. Democrats—it’s time to come together and beat Trump.



This additional step was remarkable because it completely overrode the closing sentiments of Clooney’s letter. He wrote:


We Democrats have a very exciting bench. We don’t anoint leaders or fall sway to a cult of personality; we vote for a president. We can easily foresee a group of several strong Democrats stepping forward to stand and tell us why they’re best qualified to lead this country and take on some of the deeply concerning trends we’re seeing from the revenge tour that Donald Trump calls a presidential campaign.



President Biden essentially nullified the fantasy of a mini-primary and mini-nomination process. With his endorsement coming straight out of his withdrawal statement, he had virtually guaranteed that Vice President Harris would become the Democratic nominee. The combined shock of the president’s withdrawal and the vice president’s effective coronation meant that within a few days she would have enough delegates to become the nominee. None of the governors or senators who might have challenged her had a chance to get in the race once President Biden anointed her as his successor.

This sudden shift from Biden to Harris had two consequences that were not obvious that day. First, the vice president would have no genuine legitimacy. President Biden acquired 3,905 delegates in 56 contests (all others got 44 delegates). He received 14,465,529 votes in the primary.

For a Democratic Party that had been lecturing Americans for three years on the importance of democracy, President Biden’s legitimacy should have been beyond question.

By contrast, Vice President Harris participated in no contests, won no votes, and persuaded no delegates to her side. When you look back at her 2019 presidential primary campaign, she withdrew before voters in any states cast a single ballot. In short, she was remarkably unsuited to be the Democratic nominee.

However, the second challenge for Vice President Harris may have been even more harmful to her candidacy. She had no opportunity to practice as a candidate. She had not developed an effective set of answers to inevitable questions about the changes in her positions—or the extremism of her views during her 2019 campaign. She simply had no in-depth experience of interacting with the news media and answering random questions.

During the campaign, it was clear candidate Harris could not cope with complicated questions on nearly any topic. She had not thought through how to explain herself or minimize the damage caused by some of her policy positions on energy production, the Southern border, gender politics, and other divisive issues.

However, Harris’s weaknesses only became obvious as the election neared. In late July 2024, Democrats and their propaganda media allies had propped up Vice President Harris enough to achieve the largest flood of donations in American history. More than $1 billion poured into her campaign. The media wanted us to believe she was unstoppable.

This sudden cycle of events was totally jarring and confusing to President Trump and his campaign. It was like riding a roller coaster blindfolded.

I had warned for months that if the Democrats’ lawfare strategy to stop Trump by jailing him failed, the next threat would be physical. Someone would try to kill him. I first warned Sean Hannity about this in mid-summer. It seemed inevitable to me that the left’s desperate mania would push someone into the kind of rationale that led John Wilkes Booth to assassinate President Abraham Lincoln. Allen Guelzo, one of the greatest living Lincoln scholars, had told me that the anti-Lincoln media among the slave states and the modern anti-Trump rhetoric were eerily similar. Both represented oligarchies in danger of losing their power—and with it their identities. Both saw themselves threatened with extinction if their opponents prevailed. I was following the historic parallel of a movement leader who was a mortal threat to an entrenched system.

All this came terrifyingly close to reality on July 13, 2024, just three days after Clooney’s letter calling on President Biden to step aside.

At a campaign rally in Butler, Pennsylvania, President Trump was saved from death by a providential intervention. I said so that evening, and I truly believe it. There is no other practical explanation to my mind. President Trump turned to look at a chart about illegal immigration on a giant screen and turned back at the exact moment the bullet passed. His chance movement turned what would have been a fatal head wound into a bloodied ear.

Americans watched on live television as President Trump fell to the ground and insisted on standing back up. He walked off the platform with blood streaming down his face and his fist in the air. All the while, he chanted, “Fight, fight, fight.” It was one of the most iconic moments in American presidential campaign history.

I was already in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, for the Republican National Convention. Two days later, the convention began. President Trump announced Senator J. D. Vance as his vice presidential nominee. Vance’s book Hillbilly Elegy was a bestseller and Callista and I had seen the film adaptation. He married a classmate at Yale Law School, Usha Chilukuri, in a joint Christian and Hindu wedding. They have three children. His nomination was generally well received.

When President Trump walked into the convention center, it was an electrifying moment. He had a bandage over his ear. Everyone in the building was desperately concerned that he survive, continue to lead the Make America Great Again movement, and ultimately fix the country.

Callista and I were there for all four nights—including the President’s acceptance speech Thursday night. It had been preceded by Hulk Hogan in a tribute to the sporting component of the Trump coalition.

We went back to Virginia after the convention, and everything seemed to be working. The President and his team had done a remarkable job winning the Republican nomination and unifying the Republican Party across the country. The convention had worked, and Republicans were cheerfully marching to victory.

Then came Biden’s July 21, 2024, announcement. I will never forget it. I was sitting down to watch TV and Callista said to me, “By the way, Biden just dropped out.” I was stunned. I found it almost impossible to believe. A few minutes later, we learned that he had announced his support for Harris.

It was a stunning turnaround of events. President Trump and his team knew how to beat President Biden. They were confident they could execute the campaign and achieve a comfortable victory in November. They were relaxing after surviving an assassination attempt and managing a successful convention.

Suddenly, every assumption about the fall campaign was out the window. They had to think through a new strategy and re-examine all their planning.

It was immediately clear that the American people would be more open to a Harris candidacy than they had been to a Biden reelection effort. Democrats who had been anxiety-ridden about President Biden’s inability to do the job suddenly had new hope.

The propaganda media reinforced the confusion. Reporters, anchors, and pundits emphasized the wave of support for Harris’s candidacy and the number of groups she would be able to reach that had lost faith in President Biden.

For several weeks, the Trump team grappled with how to operate in this new environment—and cope with a massive onslaught of opposition money.

Most of us were convinced that Trump would eventually beat Harris. We thought the country was truly tired of the economic disaster the Biden-Harris team had created. From polling, we knew Americans rejected the radical social values for which the Democrats stood and worried about the administration’s incompetence on the world stage in an increasingly dangerous planet.

However, we also knew we had to endure a temporary surge of all-out propaganda. The media built her up with softball interviews and photo ops. The so-called experts and pollsters showed how much stronger she was than President Biden.

These early post-Biden weeks were probably the most disorienting weeks of the entire campaign for the Trump team—and for the candidate himself. He had to develop a new analysis and a new language to take on a younger female candidate. Ironically, she was trying to be the candidate of change while having served four years as vice president.

I was confident President Trump would eventually figure out exactly how to describe and define Harris—just as he had 15 Republican candidates in 2016, Hillary Clinton, and ultimately President Biden.

Ultimately, with the Biden-Harris shell game, Trump became the only presidential candidate to face two major opponents in one election cycle.

Thus, the sprint to the election began.
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