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To all the preachers who have come before me, on whose shoulders I stand, who have preached the life-changing Gospel.

To all the preachers today who labor to do the same.

And lastly, to the ones to come, may they carry the torch with faithfulness. By Grace.
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FOREWORD

J. D. Greear

What does it take to impress an angel?

There’s not much that angels haven’t already seen, after all. They had a front-row seat to the wonder of creation. They watched as God obliterated the power of the Egyptian empire through a series of plagues. They stood spellbound as Joshua’s shout brought down the walls of Jericho. They witnessed God endow a donkey with the powers of speech. They giggled as Jesus reduced a crack squad of Roman guards to a bunch of crying toddlers when he pushed back a 4,000-pound rock and waltzed out of a grave all by himself on the third day after his crucifixion. I mean, what else is left for them to be impressed with?

And yet, there’s something you and I get to experience every day that angels are literally envious of, long to look more into, and just can’t get enough of. One thing that still blows their minds.

Grace.


The things that have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things. (1 Peter 1:12)



Angels envy that you are getting to read this book. Well, I suppose they can read it, and may sneak a peek over your shoulder as you do. But they are jealous that you get to read this book and experience it for yourself.

The sixteenth-century reformer Martin Luther said that the Gospel is like a well. You don’t get the best water from a well by widening its circumference, but by going deeper into it.

The grace of God in the Gospel, you see, is not the ABCs of the Christian life, the entry door into a relationship with God, the diving board off of which we jump into the pool of Christianity. Grace, as the late Tim Keller used to say, is the A–Z of the Christian life; not the diving board, but the pool itself. Or, to change the metaphor, if the Christian life were a school building, grace would not be a 101 class you’d take to begin your degree. It’s not even a 401 class. It’s the building in which all the other classes meet.

Joby Martin is a Martin Luther for our time. I don’t say that lightly, either: Martin Luther is one of my favorite historical Christian leaders, and Joby Martin is one of my favorite contemporary church leaders. Pastor Joby speaks with boldness, earthiness, wisdom, and Holy Spirit unction. Spellcheck is now telling me that “unction” ain’t a word. Yes, it is, Bill Gates. Unction is a word old-fashioned revivalists used to describe that special, divine power some people have when they talk about the Gospel. When they speak, something deep and divine stirs in your soul. You want to know God more. Your sin looks stupid. Jesus looks beautiful. You know you need to do something now. Joby Martin has unction. You’ll feel that as you read this book.

And he’s funny. Like legit, laugh-out-loud-for-several-sustained-seconds funny. I’ve often said that if Martin Luther, C. S. Lewis, and Jeff Foxworthy could somehow all have a kid together, that kid would be Joby Martin.

Honestly, I’m so excited you get to read this book. I’ve loved it. There’s insight, humor, and application on nearly every page.

The Gospel of grace really is like a well. The deeper you go, the better it is. Or, to use Joby’s metaphor, it’s like a train barreling at you, the sheer power of which we can barely comprehend, with cabins and cars you can spend the rest of your life exploring.

No wonder the Apostle Paul said that we grow in our faith by continuing to gaze “at the glory of the Lord.” The more we behold the glory of God in the Gospel, the more we are “transformed into the same image from glory to glory” (2 Corinthians 3:18).

How do we first become Christians?

By beholding the glory of God in the Gospel of Jesus and believing it was done for us.

And how do we become more and more like Jesus?

By beholding the glory of God in the Gospel of Jesus and believing it was done for us.

There really is no getting over the Gospel. If angels aren’t bored with it, you won’t be either. If they are still enthralled with it, there’s a lot more in here for you.

If you’re curious how that could be, read on. Joby will explain it better than I can. The Gospel saves the sinner and thrills the saint. It illuminates the child and confounds the philosopher. It restores the broken, heals the wounded, satisfies the hungry, illuminates the lost, and raises from the dead.

And it’s for you.

Prepare yourself. Honestly, I’m not sure you’re ready for what’s ahead. The grace train is barreling toward you.
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