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AUTHOR’S NOTE

This book contains discussions of domestic abuse, addiction, mental illness, a past (off-page) sexual assault, reproductive rights, grief, and dementia. A complete content list can be found at reginablack.com.






PART ONE

THE INTRO






This Is Our Country: Podcast Transcript

Episode 12—“Jojo Lane”

August 21, 2024

Host: Emma Fisher, Senior Writer, The Breakdown Magazine



	[Theme music]



	Emma:
	Welcome to This Is Our Country, a country music podcast for all of us. I’m your host, Emma Fisher, and when I say all, I mean all, regardless of who you are, who you love, or what town you grew up in. If you love country, you belong here. Today, I’m thrilled and a little nervous to introduce my guest for this special, supersize episode. I’ve been a huge Jojo Lane fan all my life—



	Jojo:
	[laughter] How old are you? Wait, never mind. I don’t want to know.



	Emma:
	[laughs] Sorry, sorry, but it’s true. I listened to “Broken Dreams” on repeat when my ex-boyfriend dumped me.



	Jojo:
	You and everyone else. There’s a meme floating around about people breaking up to that song. It’s about my first hairdresser, though.



	Emma:
	Is it really?



	Jojo:
	That’s your first exclusive. “Broken Dreams” is about me mourning the best roller set I ever had. Jamal hated being on the road. Those backwater dive bars made him nervous.



	Emma:
	Okay, wow. Thank you for the exclusive. [laughter] See, this is why I’m nervous. You don’t do many interviews, do you?



	Jojo:
	No, I stopped talking about myself a long time ago. Twenty-five years and twelve albums into it, people still ask me the same questions. What’s it like being a Black country singer? Tell us about the Delta Teen Pageant and losing your crown. That was thirty years ago! Plus, it’s all online. They can look it up.



	Emma:
	So, you don’t want to talk about those things today?



	Jojo:
	No, I will. It’s just that those questions don’t feel genuine. That’s the sum of me to some people: country music’s Black fallen beauty queen. It’s never a conversation. But after everything that’s happened, I figured it’s time I had one.



	Emma:
	Well, I’m honored that you chose this show to do that. Out of curiosity, what’s your least favorite question, one you wish people would stop asking in interviews?



	Jojo:
	You may not want to know.



	Emma:
	Why not?



	Jojo:
	Because you’ve asked it before. I’ve listened to you interview other Black country singers, and you do it every time.



	Emma:
	Okay, well then, yes, I’d really like to know.



	Jojo:
	You’re embarrassed already. Your face is red.



	Emma:
	[laughs] It’s okay, it’s okay. It’s good medicine, isn’t it? I’ll never get the stories right if I keep asking the wrong questions.



	Jojo:
	True. That is true. Okay, well, I hate when people ask me why I picked country.



	Emma:
	You’re right, I do ask that.



	Jojo:
	Uh-huh. Well, how ’bout I ask you the same thing? You’re a British girl who’s what? Twenty-four? Twenty-five?



	Emma:
	Twenty-seven.



	Jojo:
	Why do a podcast about country music? Why not soul or R&B or blues? Those are just as good. Some would say better.



	Emma:
	I love country music. I grew up listening to it. My dad was a huge fan of Hank Williams and Johnny Cash. It’s my childhood soundtrack.



	Jojo:
	See, I hear that in your voice. The passion.



	Emma:
	Yes. Gosh, you have to be passionate, don’t you? To make it your whole career?



	Jojo:
	That’s right. So, tell me something. Why is it when someone who looks like me is sitting across from you, that’s not the immediate answer? They must have chosen it because they love it.



	Emma:
	It’s a bit more complicated, isn’t it?



	Jojo:
	Not at all. My mama loved Dolly and Reba. It’s my childhood soundtrack, too.



	Emma:
	Okay, well. I don’t want to push back too much because this is your experience we’re talking about today. But country music has a massive problem with race.



	Jojo:
	But like you said, this is about my experience, right? My choices. I chose it for the same reason anyone chooses anything: out of love.



	Emma:
	Right. I think I understand. When I ask that question, it’s a form of othering, isn’t it? Like, the goal of this podcast is to normalize diversity in country music, prove it’s always been more than conservative white men, but I’m treating you like something different.



	Jojo:
	Oh, I am different. Ain’t nobody out here doing what I’m doing, that’s for damn sure.



	Emma:
	[laughs] Noted, yes. Absolutely.



	Jojo:
	I don’t know about othering. But it’s a wasted question. The answer’s sitting right there in my work. All you have to do is listen.
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