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“Being British is about singing Karaoke in bars, eating Chinese noodles and Japanese sushi, drinking French wine, wearing Prada and Nike, dancing to Italian house music, listening to Cher, using an Apple Mac, holidaying in Florida and Ibiza and buying a house in Spain.”

Malcolm McLaren, the Guardian, January 1999.






Hello!

Welcome to Britain. Great Britain, to be precise. And it is indeed great. No other country on Earth is named after just how great it is. Go check. There’s no Great Canada, or Great Romania or Great Uruguay or United Greatness of America. No, only Great Britain is great enough to be named after just how great it is. So, yeah, we’re even the greatest at nominative determinism. Take that, China!

Our 88,000-square-mile island empire is so special, in fact, that we don’t need to get any better – not that we’ve been trying, to be fair. Why bother? We’ve got rolling green fields filled with pylons delivering fresh electricity to our front doors, ancient woodlands ideal for dogging and dumping old fridges, service stations as far as the eye can see, and millions of citizens who are quite happy being miserable. Hell, there’s even a Greggs on every high street now. What more could we possibly want? In the face of so much global aggression and progression, Britain won’t be bullied into budging for anyone. We’re going nowhere. And that seems to suit us fine.

Modern Britain is a place where anything goes, where ordinary events become extraordinarily complicated for no reason whatsoever.
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They probably taste of cigarettes and alcohol.

To celebrate Britain achieving this peak greatness, on April Fool’s Day 2021, in the midst of a global lockdown, we gave life to No Context Brits on Twitter (now X). As the COVID-19 pandemic ravaged the globe, we suddenly had a lot of “spare time” to share with the citizens of Britain something that celebrated the current, topical peculiarities of these Sceptred Isles, but in a positive way. The account was meant to be a tongue-in-cheek parody of the land we love to whinge about as we came to the numbing revelation that this, the 2020s, is probably as good as Britain’s going to get before the country ultimately enters its final spinning wheel of death phase.



“Brits are keen to stare and point (and laugh) at how funny their little Britain has become, like a car wreck on the motorway you slow down to check for mangled bodies.”



That actually happened in 2022.

Brexit was the first domino to fall, then came our COVID-19 response, then “Partygate”, then Liz Truss – you get the picture. If you dare remember, 2016–2023 was a tough time to be proud to be British. And yet, because of this crazy time (or despite it) the No Context Brits account continued to grow beyond our wildest horizons. Beyond even Hull.

Within a few months, the account blew up, proof, were it needed, that Brits are keen to stare and point (and laugh) at how little their Britain has become, like a car wreck on the motorway you slow down to check for mangled bodies. Only – we the people are the bodies. And Britain is the car wreck. Of course, fans of No Context Brits understood immediately that the memes we posted were not just laughing at Britain, they were laughing with Britain, because if there’s one thing Britons understand above all else, it’s that we do not take ourselves at all seriously. We kind of have the global monopoly on self-deprecation, after all. Just like we do delusions of grandeur. And Greggs.

This book is a celebration of all the things modern Britain loves about being British, and an insight into what it truly means to be Great and British at the same time in the 21st century, a time when the Mental Wellbeing Index just voted Britain as the second most miserable nation on Earth. (Uzbekistan took the crown, FYI. That’s how bad it is.)

As affectionate as it is alarming, Everything is Great is a warts-and-all peek up Britain’s blouse and takes a self-depreciating selfie at everything we can see, from our cuisine to our weather, our music to our collective refusal to scoop up our dogs’ shit, and all the lairy bits in between we’re usually too awkward to talk about.

So, welcome to Great Britain, come on in. Please wipe your feet.



It was King James VI who first started calling Britain great when, in 1603, he named himself “King of Great Britain”. The name stuck when the Acts of Union law passed in 1707, creating a united kingdom to be called “Great Britain”.
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Harsh but fair!


ops/images/num3.jpg





ops/images/logo.jpg
(JQuercus





ops/images/num4.jpg





ops/images/num1.jpg





ops/images/num2.jpg





ops/images/9781529435306.jpg
e





ops/images/pg07.jpg
o \ No Context Brits
B\, @ ©@NoContextBrits

What do these taste like?

SPECIALLY SELETED
6 British Flavoured

Sausages £ 1 99

£4.98 per kg
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Take that criminals.






