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FOREWORD

Hi, it’s me again. I’m back, which is a happy surprise. I did a book, about how I see the world, and so many people liked it and bought it that the publishers asked me to do another one. I was glad to say yes, because the world is all well and good, but there’s so much more to talk about.

‘Wait, do you mean space?’ they said. I explained, no. At least, not this time. Maybe the next one. That would be pretty cool. This time, I wanted to look at my own country. I wanted to look at all the weird and wonderful traditions and events – the really old ones, the brand new ones – that happen all around Britain. The things that tell us who we are, where we come from, what we’re like, and what we like.

There’s an Italian guy called Alberto Grandi who said, ‘A tradition is nothing but an innovation that was once successful.’ That’s exactly what I think. Whether we’ve been doing something for eight hundred years or eight, the fact that we’re actually doing it is the important bit.

Britain has so much variety, imagination and straight-up fun in its customs, contests and amusements that I couldn’t think of anything more enjoyable than to go through them region by region and see what I make of them. So here they are. Thanks for joining me!
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