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International acclaim for

Your Absence is Darkness

“Jón Kalman Stefánsson is a poet . . . Your Absence is Darkness is poetic and beautiful and so full of love and grief that it leaves no-one untouched”

Morgunblaðið (Iceland)

“One of the great contemporary works of literature”

Stern Magazine(Germany)

“A wonderful family saga, pieced together through memories, myths, legends. Page after page, the characters emerge from the background, step closer, come alive. You just want to spend more time with them and never leave their world”

Corriera della Sera (Italy)

“Incontestably this winter’s most beautiful title . . . Once again Stefánsson proves his exceptional talent”

Livres Hebdo (France)

“Stefánsson has created a masterpiece with this new novel. You don’t want it to end”

NDR Kultur (Germany)

“Bursts with a narrative desire and an urge to live . . . as vivid as life itself”

Jyllands Posten (Denmark)

“In his deeply unique ‘history of humanity’, Stefánsson doesn’t want to provide answers. His aim is to bring to the fore the pivotal, perhaps impossible questions each of us feels when confronted with the spectacle of life – the spectacle of dozens of human lives, all mysterious, miserable, and resplendent”

La Repubblica (Italy)

“Captivates with its complex questions about love, life and death, composed in a poetic and comical way. Stefánsson is unsurpassed in writing about death and oblivion”

Trouw (Netherlands)

“An extraordinary puzzle of a novel”

La Grande Libraire (France)

“Written in a language that hits you in the solar plexus, and a little above and below it too”

NRK (Norway)

“One doesn’t write a novel like this without having been pricked by the heart’s compass needle yourself . . . During a time when no-one can tell how things are going to turn out in this vast, dark world, Jón Kalman Stefánsson offers heart-wrenching wisdom, which purifies without placating”

Politiken (Denmark)
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CONSONANTS, VOWELS AND VOWEL COMBINATIONS

ð, like the voiced th in mother

þ, like the unvoiced th in thin

æ, like the i in time

á, like the ow in town

é, like the ye in yes

í, like the ee in green

ó, like the o in tote

ö, like the u in but

ú, like the oo in loon

ý, like the ee in green

ei and ey, like the ay in fray

au, no English equivalent; but a little like the ay sound in sway. Closer is the œ sound in the French œil

A list of characters may be found in the last pages of this volume




Tell My Story and I’ll Get My 
Name Back, or in other words: 
The First Opposition




What matters and has a lasting effect on you, deep feelings, difficult experiences, trauma, intense happiness; hardship or violence that cuts into your community or world, can work its way so deeply into you that it’s pressed into the genes, which then carry it from generation to generation – thus shaping those yet to be born. It’s a law of nature. Impressions, memories, experiences and setbacks are passed on from life to life, and, in that sense, some of us exist long after we’re gone, are even completely forgotten. So the past is always within us. It’s the invisible, mysterious continent that you sometimes feel when you’re half-awake. A continent with mountains and seas that constantly influence the weather and the shades of light within you.


ops/images/9781529418804.jpg
gyo UR. -

T

=

[
-, y " {‘t—% é
=
“Stefansson shares the “Stefansson’s prose rolls
elemental grandeur and surges with oceanic
of Cormac McCarthy” splendour”
ELLEEN BATTERSBY, TLS BOYD TONKIN, Spectator
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