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“Presents Mexico in a darkly surrealist light: corrupt politicos, a plague of narco-crime and only battered detective Edgar ‘Lefty’ Mendieta on the side of the angels”

BARRY FORSHAW, Independent on Silver Bullets

“Casts a wide net over modern Mexican life and an array of well-drawn characters, some powerful, some weak, some depraved . . . Mendoza’s creation is nothing like standard pulp fiction”

JUSTIN WARSHAW, Times Literary Supplement on Silver Bullets

“A vivid glimpse into an ultraviolent world of macho posturing, unorthodox policing and ruthless criminality”

LAURA WILSON, Guardian on The Acid Test

“Essential reading”

JAKE KERRIDGE, Sunday Express on The Acid Test

“Mendoza’s style is spare but fast-paced . . . As the plot moves along the reader is swept along with it. Lefty is a likeable character who has somehow managed to find a way to navigate through all the killing aided by a detachment which serves him well”

MATTHEW GEDDEN, Irish Examiner on Name of the Dog

“[Lefty is] cynical, witty and despairing, but never less than entertaining. Readers may have to occasionally check the useful cast list to remind themselves who’s who. It’s worth the effort”

MARCEL BERLINS, The Times on Name of the Dog

“Mendoza conveys a clear sense of life in Culiacán through the violence of the competing cartels and a simmering expectation and acceptance of corruption” Publishers Weekly
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Translator’s Note

Kiss the Detective is the fourth novel in a series set in Culiacán, a prosperous and sweltering city of nearly a million people and the capital of Mexico’s Sinaloa state. Surrounded by desert and irrigated fields, it lies half an hour’s drive from the Pacific, nine hundred kilometres south of the U.S. border, and far off the tourist track. The city’s elite still thrives on commercial agriculture, but the trafficking of marijuana, cocaine and heroin has long outdistanced the sale of cucumbers and chilli peppers. This tale occurs in 2015, more than a year after Mexico’s new president declared an end to his predecessor’s war on drug trafficking.




Cast of Characters

SINALOA STATE MINISTERIAL POLICE

Angelita, homicide department secretary

Briseño (Omar), commander of the Sinaloa State Ministerial Police, also known as the Commander

“The Camel”, homicide department officer

“Gori” (Gorilla) Hortigosa, specialist in extracting confessions

“Lefty” (Edgar) Mendieta, homicide department chief detective

Montaño, homicide department forensic doctor

Ortega (Guillermo), head of the crime lab

Pineda (Moisés), chief of the narcotics division

Robles, homicide department officer

“Stevejobs”, homicide department undercover officer

“Tecolote”, police officer

“Terminator”, homicide department officer

Zelda Toledo, homicide department detective, Lefty’s partner

THE NARCOS

“Chacaleña”, Pacific Cartel spy keeping an eye on Dr Jiménez

“Chopper” Tarriba, bodyguard and gunslinger for Samantha Valdés

“Crazy Mouse”, Pacific Cartel operative in Los Angeles

“Devil” (Benito Urquídez), former policeman, now bodyguard and hitman for Samantha Valdés

Gordowski, Pacific Cartel operative in Los Angeles

“Hyena” Wong, head gunslinger for the Pacific Cartel affiliate in Mexicali

“Killihawk” (Rodrigo Méndez), unaffiliated drug trafficker

Max Garcés, chief of security for Samantha Valdés

Minerva Valdés, mother of Samantha, widow of former godfather Marcelo Valdés

Monge (Frank), Pacific Cartel point man in Tijuana

Osuna (Víctor), attorney, top negotiator for the Pacific Cartel

“Pockmark” Long, deceased gangster, father of young Long

Samantha Valdés, supreme leader of the Pacific Cartel, also known as La Jefa

“Shakes”, a deceased Tijuana-based trafficker, friend of the Flea

Wence, gunslinger and errand boy for the Pacific Cartel

Young Long, gunslinger and sidekick of Hyena Wong, son of “Pockmark”

OTHERS

Dr Adame, physician in Tecate and friend of the artist Blancarte

Belascoarán Shayne (Héctor), Federal Police (Federales) intelligence officer based in Mexico City

“Bionic Chair” (Jack Mahfuz), movie extra and owner of a Los Angeles liquor-store, friend of Jason Mendieta

Blancarte (Álvaro), Tecate-based artist, originally from Culiacán

Bonilla, Army captain, head of the troops deployed to Virgen Purísima Hospital

“Charface”, head of a network of professional assassins based in Mexico City

Chuck Beck, police academy schoolmate of Jason Mendieta

Cindy Ford, police academy schoolmate of Jason Mendieta

“Curlygirl”, waiter at El Quijote, Lefty Mendieta’s preferred watering hole

Edith Santos, wedding organiser, friend of Zelda Toledo

“The Elf”, professional assassin working for Charface

Enrique Mendieta, brother of Lefty Mendieta and former guerrilla living in Oakland, California

“The Flea” (Ignacio Daut), childhood friend of Lefty Mendieta, living in Los Angeles

Francelia Ugarte, daughter of secret agent Héctor Ugarte, caught by Lefty in Name of the Dog

Irene Dueñas, boutique owner, girlfriend of Leopoldo Gámez (“Polo”)

Jackman, police academy instructor, retired Los Angeles policeman, also known as “Wolverine”

Jason Mendieta, son of Lefty Mendieta and Susana Luján

Jeter, F.B.I. agent based in Los Angeles

Dr Jiménez, expert surgeon at Virgen Purísima Hospital

Machado Torres (Octavio), petty thief

Mariana Kelly, deceased romantic partner of Samantha Valdés

Doña Mary de Luján, mother of Susana Luján and neighbour of Lefty’s housekeeper Trudis

Señora Vicky de Meneses, member of elite Culiacán family and mother of wounded teenager

Oropeza, Army captain who directed the attack on Samantha Valdés

Dr Parra, Lefty Mendieta’s psychiatrist

“Polo” (Leopoldo Gámez), fortune-teller found dead in Ecological Park

Quiroz (Daniel), star crime reporter for “Eyes on the Night” radio programme

Rodo, fiancé of Zelda Toledo

Rommel, friend of Tecate-based artist Blancarte

Rudy Jiménez, owner of Café Miró and friend of Lefty Mendieta

Sánchez, retired police detective, Lefty Mendieta’s former mentor

The Secretary, a federal cabinet minister

Susana Luján, one-time girlfriend of Lefty Mendieta, mother of Jason, living in Los Angeles

“Trucks” Obregón, head of the Federal Police deployed to Virgen Purísima Hospital

Trudis, housekeeper and cook for Lefty Mendieta

Win Morrison, F.B.I. agent based in Los Angeles whom Lefty helped on a case in The Acid Test

Záizar (Enrique), professor and a regular at Café Miró

Zurita (Manlio), the new federal prosecutor for the state of Sinaloa, to whom the Federal Police in the state report

MEXICAN FOOD AND DRINK

Agua de cebada, a cold drink made from barley, sugar, cinnamon, evaporated milk and water.

Bistek ranchero, fried strips of beef with jalapeño chillies, onion, garlic and mushrooms

Café cortado, a single espresso shot with a touch of hot milk

Camarones rancheros, shrimp sautéed in olive oil with onion, garlic, serrano peppers, chopped tomato, cilantro and salt

Chamoy, a spicy savoury sauce made from pickled fruit, usually apricot or mango

Filete de res al burro negro, barbecued steak

Jícama, a sweet, starchy tuber eaten raw, usually with lime, salt and powdered chillies

Machaca, marinated beef or pork that has been rubbed with spices, pounded, dried and shredded

Pescado calabrese, fish filet broiled with onion, tomato, basil, oregano, lime juice, olive oil and white wine

Quesadillas, soft tortillas filled with melted cheese

Rajas, roasted poblano chiles sliced into strips, often simmered with cream and onions

Salsa bandera, a condiment in the colours of the Mexican flag, made from raw tomatoes, onions, jalapeño chillies and lime juice; also known as pico de gallo

Salsa de rosas, a sauce made from rose petals, sour cream, walnuts, rose extract, honey and salt

Tacos de vampiro, soft tortillas filled with marinated steak and melted cheese, and topped with mayonnaise, chipotles, lime juice, cilantro and salt

Tamales de elote, sweet dumplings made from young tender corn, steamed in a corn husk





Thus the door opens to other versions.

Luis Jorge Boone

Revenge is a dish best served cold.

Anonymous
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