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For Glenn and Paula


‘That is a quiet place –

That house in the trees with the shady lawn.’

‘– If, child, you knew what there goes on

You would not call it a quiet place.

Why, a phantom abides there, the last of its race,

And a brain spins there till dawn.’

Thomas Hardy, ‘The House of Silence’


The Raker-of-Mud

The Hot-Footed-One.

Jolly-Night-Drunk.

Earth-on-the-Run.
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Lugs-in-the-Hay

The Owd Duke-o-March.

The Jester-o-May

 

Twitch-in-the-Bracken

Dandelion Jack

Eyes-all-a-startle

Marker-of-Tracks

 

Earth-Thumper.

Witch-Puppet.

Lurker-at-Dusk

’Tis part of his game

To vary his name.

‘The Hare’, a folk song
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Part One

Overnight, snow had fallen . . .

 

Part Two

Although she had gutted . . .
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