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Author’s Note

This book is written as far as possible in my father’s own words, drawn from many hours of tape-recorded conversations and transcribed interviews which took place over many years. Haltingly at first, Dad eventually told me a full account of how he survived his extraordinary war years. I then set out to corroborate as much of it as I could through extensive additional interviews and research.

A key eye-witness to the seminal event, the escape itself, was his cousin Heniek. So in that spirit I have let him start the story. Heniek was in my dad’s ‘gang’. Unprompted and unsolicited, while we were both in the offices of the Jewish community in Lodz, Heniek’s description of that day at the ghetto perimeter was almost identical to my father’s account of how this scarcely believable adventure began. It was key to spurring me to investigate my father’s story further.

Either on tape or in contemporary or near contemporary notes, I recorded everything Dad told me about his life and conditions in Poland before the war, about this journey away from there and finally what happened after he reached England, right up to the time of the divorce. Is every single word in this book exactly as he relayed it to me? No, it is not. For one thing, Dad could not remember the names of everyone he met en route. I had to give them names. The dialogue between the individuals who appear in the book reflects the content of conversations Dad recalled having, but the language is mine. However, all the key events I have described are events Dad remembered. If there is a gloss, it is the gloss of interpretation.
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