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To you, dear reader, about to embark on this epic journey with us, through a heartful Scottish year! 

 

I suspect we will get lost along the way, celebrat        e way too much, laugh, bicker yet praise the ‘greatest wee country in the world’ (though we are biased).

 

Hold on to your hats, gird your loins and watch out for oversized haggis! X

 

– Sam

 

 

For all our families. The unbroken line of those who have overcome many hardships and offered great sacrifice to help all those who have followed. This book is for their history and for their precious gift of a future.

 

– Graham
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Prologue

GRAHAM

I love almanacs. I like their eclectic nature, the stumbling on fascinating facts and the opportunity to take meandering tangents into uncharted territory. This book is an exploration of Scotland, her history and people, interspersed with our personal reminiscences; one minute we’ll be telling you about the time Sam got stood up outside a McDonald’s by his date (he went to the wrong burger joint), the next we’ll conjure the occasion Sam dangled me from a rope over the edge of Kilt Rock on Skye, whilst I desperately clung onto life, barely able to breathe.

Then, out of nowhere, Sam will recommend a Bevvy of the Month, as if to help get my blood up again, before I settle in to recount a bloodthirsty clan Battle of the Month, prompted by the time of year. And there’s the odd recipe. Well, we couldn’t do a book without food, could we? It’s also a competition, charting our rivalry whilst filming Men in Kilts, as well as testing the limits of how much we can insult each other in writing and still remain friends.

For me, as with many Scots, the ability to give and receive insults is a true measure of both friendship and self-deprecation. By that standard, this book is a masterpiece of the sly dig, the robust rejoinder and the sharp backhand, laced with an exaggeration of the truth. So while reading it, three things should be at the forefront of your mind: every single piece of history is true, all the people and places really do exist, and everything else should be read with a substantial pinch of salt. But above all, I hope you enjoy it.

SAM

The above should be disregarded.

Welcome to MY BIG BOOK OF SCOTLAND!
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