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About the Author

Beth Cowan-Erskine is an American expat who married into a mad Scottish family with their own tartan and a family tree older than her home country. Using them as inspiration, she wrote her first novel during the coronavirus lockdown, hoping it would be enough to get her disinvited from the annual family walking holiday. Sadly, it backfired and led to long discussions of who would play whom in the film. When not writing, she owns an interior architecture and design studio in the Cotswolds.
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For my mother, Teresa, who always
said I was a born storyteller.




Introduction

Loch Down Abbey is a grand house near the village of Inverkillen, which sits on the shores of Loch Down, deep in the Scottish Highlands. On the Estate runs the River Plaid, source of Plaid Whisky, but it is the salmon fishing that makes it famous. It is April, somewhere in the 1930s. There is rumour of a mysterious illness spreading throughout the country. It is highly contagious, and hundreds have already died, but they were mostly English, and we are far from concerned. 




List of Characters

The Ogilvy-Sinclair Family

The Matriarch

Lady Georgina – The Dowager Countess of Inverkillen

Her Children

Lord Hamish Inverkillen – The 19th Earl of Inverkillen, son of Lady Georgina. Married to	Lady Victoria

The Honourable Major Cecil Ogilvy-Sinclair – Second son. Widower of the Marchioness of Drysdale

Lady Elspeth Comtois – Married to Philippe, Marquis de Clairvaux

Her Grandchildren

Lord Angus Templeton – Heir to the Earldom, married to Lady Constance 

The Honourable Fergus Ogilvy-Sinclair – Engaged to Lady Eva Zander-Bitterling

Lady Annabella (Bella) Dunbar-Hamilton – Married to the Honourable Hugh Dunbar-Hamilton

Also

The Family Ward – Iris Wynford, parentage unknown

The Family Dogs – Grantham, a German short-haired Pointer and Belgravia, a black Labrador

The Great-grandchildren – One stroppy teen, three petit French and three wee Scots

Servants

Butler – Hudson	

Head Housekeeper – Mrs MacBain 

Valet – Mr Mackay

Lady’s maid – Miss Maxwell

First Footman – Ollie

Nanny – Miss Mackenzie

Chauffeur – Lockridge

Cook – Mrs Burnside 

Gamekeeper – Ross McBain 

Distiller – Old MacTavish

Various other staff too numerous to name

Other

Mr Andrew Lawlis – Lawyer

Imogen MacLeod – His assistant

Reverend Malcolm Douglas – Vicar

Inspector Jarvis – Loch Down Police Force

Thomas Kettering – London Art Historian
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