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About the Author

Marilyn Edwards was born in 1946 and lived her formative years in Yorkshire. She worked most of her life in the book trade, for publishers including Jonathan Cape, Allen & Unwin and Random House. After retiring from London publishing to a life of full-time writing, she moved with husband and fellow northerner Michael to a small village in Cumbria, where they lived with their four cats, Fannie, Titus, Pushkin and Gilly.

The Moon Cottage cat series was originally published by Hodder between 2003-2008, to great critical acclaim from cat lovers including Jacqueline Wilson, Karin Slaughter and Celia Haddon. Marilyn was also the author of fiction novels White Chin and Magnificat. More information on Marilyn and her work can be found on www.thecatsofmooncottage.co.uk.
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For Michael,

who grins and bears it.
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CHAPTER 1

This tale starts with an email. As emails go, this is not the most obviously momentous, but, put simply, it changed my life. It also had a marked effect on my husband, Michael, and his son John and, to a lesser extent, on his other two sons, Damian and Oliver. Here it is:


	From:	     	Mitzi

	To:	     	Broadcast everyone in office

	Subject:	     	Kittens

	Date:	     	22 May 15:23




Our author, Susan Hill, has two seven-week-old kittens, one boy and one girl. She’s looking for a home for them, and would rather they stay together. If anybody’s interested, please give Caroline a buzz.




	From:	     	Marilyn

	To:	     	Mitzi

	Subject:	     	RE: Kittens

	Date:	     	22 May 15:36




Mitzi, I have just talked to Michael and he says we can take them, which is wonderful. We have an old cat but I presume that won’t be a problem. But of course someone might have got there first.

Marilyn




	From:	     	Mitzi

	To:	     	Marilyn

	Subject:	     	RE: Kittens

	Date:	     	22 May 15:50




As far as I know, no one else has asked about them, so I think they’re all yours. I’ll let you know the details on Tuesday.




	From:	     	Marilyn

	To:	     	Michael

	Subject:	     	FW: Kittens

	Date:	     	22 May 16:14




Hey, Michael – we are parents!

Love M




	From:	     	Michael

	Sent:	     	22 May 16:46

	To:	     	Marilyn

	Subject:	     	RE: Kittens




Now you can’t shout at me for calling you Mam!

Hope Septi takes to them!

Will you tell him or shall I?

 

-------------------------



And so it came to pass – well, nearly. But Michael’s percipient question about Septi is to haunt me soon enough.

Meanwhile, back at the office, in the early evening of that same day, there is a sudden frenzy of activity as arrangements are made for a small drinks party to celebrate the engagement of one of our team to her young man. Just a quarter of an hour into the party, I’m unable to contain my excitement a second longer and find myself stepping forward. It is with only the smallest intent of wickedness, and with truly no aim of upstaging anyone – but more because my mind is full of whiskers and kittens – that I hear myself declaring loudly that Michael and I also have an announcement to make. Michael stares across the room at me, radiating apprehension, because he cannot second-guess what I am about to say and everyone falls disarmingly silent.

Now embarrassed, I raise my glass and mumble coyly: ‘Michael and I would like to tell you all that we are about to become parents.’ I will remember that silence for the rest of my life, heightened as it was by the exquisite expression of confusion and incredulity on the face of our boss. Pregnancies abound in our office, and while they are naturally supported, the ensuing need for maternity leave always creates a wake of problems. At fifty-plus years of age, I, and therefore Michael, had for some time been considered to be safely beyond all that sort of thing.
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Shamefully unable to maintain the suspense any longer, I explain prosaically that this is more by way of an adoption, and a feline one at that, and with visible relief our boss rallies and offers us warm congratulations and all happiness with our new offspring.
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A Kkitten has just arrived in Moon Cottage.. . .
and nothing will be the same again.
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